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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR LIBRARIAN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Amira Hassan
Scholarship Committee Chairperson
Egyptian Library Association Foundation
Cairo, Egypt
Subject: Scholarship Application for Advanced Librarianship Studies in Support of Egypt Alexandria's Cultural Heritage
Dear Dr. Hassan,
With profound respect for the enduring legacy of knowledge preservation in Egypt and particularly within the vibrant intellectual ecosystem of Alexandria, I am writing to submit my comprehensive Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious International Librarianship Advancement Grant. As a dedicated professional currently serving as a Library Services Coordinator at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina's Digital Archives Department, I seek this scholarship to deepen my expertise in modern information science and cultural heritage management specifically tailored to serve Egypt Alexandria's unique academic and historical landscape.
Having spent five transformative years immersed in Alexandria's scholarly environment since graduating with a Bachelor of Library Science from Alexandria University (2018), I have witnessed firsthand the critical role our libraries play as custodians of civilization. The Bibliotheca Alexandrina isn't merely a repository of knowledge—it is the beating heart of Egypt Alexandria's intellectual renaissance, drawing scholars from 63 countries annually. As a Librarian committed to this mission, I recognize that contemporary challenges require not only traditional archival skills but also digital innovation to preserve Ptolemaic-era manuscripts while making them accessible through cutting-edge technologies. My current work involves digitizing the 50,000+ documents in our Rare Books Collection—many dating back to the Ottoman period—and developing multilingual metadata systems that reflect Egypt Alexandria's multicultural heritage. However, I am acutely aware that to serve our community effectively in this digital age, I must elevate my expertise through specialized training unavailable locally.
My Scholarship Application Letter centers on a strategic three-year development plan: First year—Master's in Digital Library Systems at the University of Liverpool (UK), focusing on AI-driven heritage preservation; Second year—Internship with UNESCO's Digital Heritage Project in Paris, specializing in Mediterranean cultural data standards; Third year—Return to Egypt Alexandria to implement a community-centered digital archiving framework. This path directly addresses the pressing needs I've observed across Alexandria's library network—from the historic Bibliotheca Alexandrina and Alexandria Public Library to smaller neighborhood centers serving 270,000+ residents in underserved communities like Shatby and Ramleh.
What distinguishes my candidacy is my deep contextual understanding of Egypt Alexandria's unique information ecosystem. During a community needs assessment I conducted across 12 libraries in the city last year, I discovered that 78% of public library users requested digital access to local historical documents—yet only 35% of branch libraries possessed adequate metadata systems. This gap inspired my current initiative to create "Alexandria Memory Trails," a mobile app connecting physical book locations with augmented reality historical narratives. The scholarship would enable me to develop this project's technical foundation while gaining expertise in ethical data governance—a critical need as Egypt Alexandria navigates GDPR-compliant digital transformation under the National Digital Strategy 2030.
My professional journey embodies the Librarian's evolving role from book custodian to community knowledge architect. At Bibliotheca Alexandrina, I pioneered a "Youth Digital Literacy Program" that trained 1,200 students in critical information evaluation—directly addressing UNESCO's recommendation for Egypt to strengthen digital citizenship in regional hubs like Alexandria. Furthermore, I co-created the "Alexandria Women's Research Portal," which increased female patronage by 45% at three branch libraries by providing localized academic resources on women's history and entrepreneurship. These initiatives demonstrate my ability to translate theoretical knowledge into community impact—a skill that will be amplified through advanced studies in information architecture and user experience design.
I have meticulously selected the University of Liverpool's program precisely because its "Digital Curation in Cultural Heritage" module aligns with Egypt Alexandria's strategic priorities. The faculty includes Dr. Elena Rossi, whose work on Mediterranean digital preservation directly informs our efforts with the Alexandrian Library of St. Mark's manuscripts. My proposed research topic—"Creating Accessible Digital Pathways for Egypt Alexandria's Multi-Scriptal Collections"—will establish a replicable model for preserving Arabic, Coptic, and Greek texts while respecting their cultural contexts—a necessity given Alexandria's status as UNESCO World Heritage site hosting the only surviving ancient library in continuous operation.
Financial constraints have long hindered my professional growth. While I've secured partial funding from Bibliotheca Alexandrina's internal development fund for the first academic year, full coverage of tuition, research materials, and essential travel to Paris for UNESCO collaboration remains unattainable without external support. This scholarship represents more than personal advancement—it is an investment in Egypt Alexandria's future as a global knowledge hub. With your support, I will return equipped with the technical skills to: (1) Establish a city-wide digital repository standardizing metadata across 18 public libraries; (2) Train 50+ local librarians in ethical digitization practices; (3) Develop the "Alexandria Memory Trails" platform for public use within 18 months of my return.
What fuels my dedication is witnessing Alexandria's transformation. Last month, during a community outreach event at the Qaitbay Public Library, I met Amina, a 12-year-old girl who had never seen her family's historical photographs preserved digitally. After our workshop on local history databases, she returned with scans of her grandmother's letters from 1948—a moment crystallizing why this scholarship matters. Egypt Alexandria needs librarians who understand that every digital archive we create is a bridge between generations, preserving the city where Euclid taught and the Library of Alexandria once housed 500,000 scrolls.
My Scholarship Application Letter concludes with profound gratitude for your consideration of this pivotal opportunity. I have attached my curriculum vitae, letters of recommendation from Bibliotheca Alexandrina's Director and Prof. Karim Hassan (Chair of Alexandria University's Library Science Department), and a detailed implementation roadmap for the proposed Egypt Alexandria Digital Heritage Project. I welcome the chance to discuss how this scholarship will catalyze measurable impact on our community's knowledge infrastructure.
As we stand at the confluence of ancient wisdom and digital innovation, my commitment as a Librarian remains unwavering: to ensure that Egypt Alexandria's intellectual legacy continues inspiring global scholars for centuries to come. Thank you for considering this application which embodies my deepest professional aspiration—to serve as a steward of knowledge where history and future converge in the heart of Alexandria.
Sincerely,
Youssef Mahmoud El-Sayed
Library Services Coordinator
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Digital Archives Department
Alexandria, Egypt | +20 3 574-1000 | y.elsayed@bibalex.org
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