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Date: October 26, 2023
To the Scholarship Committee,
International Maritime Scholarship Foundation
Cairo, Egypt
Subject: Formal Application for Full Scholarship to Pursue Advanced Studies in Marine Engineering at Cairo-Based Institution
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
As a dedicated Egyptian engineering student based in the vibrant heart of Cairo, I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my formal Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious International Maritime Engineering Scholarship. My lifelong passion for naval architecture and ocean systems, deeply rooted in Egypt’s strategic maritime heritage, has driven me to pursue advanced specialization as a Marine Engineer. I am applying to the Master of Science in Marine Engineering program at Alexandria University—strategically accessible from Cairo via the modern transportation network—to contribute meaningfully to Egypt’s maritime infrastructure and global shipping evolution, with this scholarship being essential for my academic journey.
Egypt’s position as a global maritime nexus is irrefutable. The Suez Canal, which handles 12% of worldwide trade and generates over $7 billion annually for our national economy, demands world-class engineering expertise. As a Cairo-based student with firsthand exposure to this reality—having interned at the Port Said Maritime Authority during summer breaks—I have witnessed how innovative marine engineering solutions directly impact Egypt’s economic resilience. My undergraduate studies in Mechanical Engineering at Cairo University (GPA: 3.8/4.0) equipped me with foundational knowledge, but I recognize that mastering modern propulsion systems, sustainable ship design, and coastal erosion mitigation requires specialized training unavailable within Egypt’s current academic framework without external funding.
This is why the International Maritime Scholarship represents not merely financial assistance, but a critical catalyst for Egypt’s technological advancement. The program at Alexandria University offers unparalleled access to their state-of-the-art marine simulation center and partnerships with Mediterranean shipping giants like COSCO and Maersk, whose Cairo offices actively seek Egyptian talent. My proposed research on "Optimizing Fuel Efficiency in Bulk Carriers for Suez Canal Transit" aligns precisely with Egypt’s 2030 Vision for maritime excellence, addressing both economic efficiency (reducing fuel costs by ~15% per voyage) and environmental stewardship—critical priorities under the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency’s new regulations. Without this scholarship, securing the necessary resources for advanced coursework and research would remain financially prohibitive for my family in Cairo.
My commitment to Egypt’s maritime future extends beyond academics. During my undergraduate years in Cairo, I co-founded "Youth Sea Corps," a volunteer initiative that organizes clean-up drives along the Nile Delta coast and educates schoolchildren about marine conservation—directly supporting Egypt’s National Strategy for Coastal Management. This experience taught me that sustainable marine engineering must integrate community engagement with technical rigor. I have also participated in the Cairo International Maritime Fair, where I presented a paper on "Digital Twin Technology for Ship Maintenance" (now published in the Egyptian Journal of Marine Science), further solidifying my resolve to become a leader in our nation’s engineering sector.
I am particularly drawn to this scholarship because of its emphasis on developing talent for emerging economies—exactly Egypt’s context. While Cairo serves as my academic and professional base, I am committed to returning home after graduation to serve at the Egyptian Maritime Authority (EMA), where I aim to contribute to the Suez Canal Expansion Project 2.0 and modernize port operations across our Red Sea coastlines. My vision is clear: To bridge global engineering excellence with Egypt’s unique needs, ensuring that as a Marine Engineer, I deliver solutions tailored for Cairo’s strategic maritime ecosystem.
The financial barriers facing Egyptian students cannot be overstated. Many top universities charge fees exceeding $25,000 annually—far beyond the means of middle-class families in Cairo, where household incomes average $3,500/year. This scholarship would alleviate that burden while investing in Egypt’s most pressing development challenge: a skilled engineering workforce capable of safeguarding our maritime sovereignty. I have attached comprehensive documentation including academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from professors at Cairo University’s Engineering Faculty (including Dr. Ahmed Hassan, Chairman of Marine Systems), and proof of my community initiatives to validate my commitment.
With this scholarship, I will not only advance my own capabilities but also become a conduit for knowledge transfer back to Egyptian institutions. Upon completion of the program, I plan to establish a mentorship network for aspiring marine engineers at Cairo-based technical colleges—ensuring that this opportunity creates lasting ripple effects across our nation’s engineering community. My ultimate goal is to help Egypt transition from a Suez Canal transit hub into a global center for sustainable maritime innovation, where Cairo serves as the intellectual capital driving this transformation.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I am confident that my academic record, practical experience in Egypt’s maritime landscape, and unwavering dedication to serving Cairo and our nation position me to excel in your program. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with your mission during an interview at your earliest convenience. My contact details are provided below for immediate follow-up.
Sincerely,
Youssef Mohamed Hassan
Student ID: CU-ENG2023-MARINE
Cairo, Egypt
Email: y.hassan@cu.edu.eg | Phone: +20 10 9876 5432
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