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To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to submit my formal Scholarship Application Letter for the International Academic Excellence Scholarship at Middle East Technical University (METU) in Turkey Ankara. My name is Mason Thompson, a 22-year-old academic scholar from Portland, Oregon, United States, with an unwavering commitment to advancing sustainable urban development through engineering innovation. This letter articulates my profound dedication to studying in Turkey Ankara—a city where ancient history and modern progress converge—and explains why this scholarship represents the pivotal opportunity I have sought for over five years.
My academic journey has been defined by a relentless pursuit of excellence in civil engineering, particularly focusing on resilient infrastructure systems for rapidly growing cities. At the University of Oregon, I graduated with honors (GPA: 3.92/4.0) as the valedictorian of my engineering cohort, leading a student team that designed earthquake-resistant housing solutions for vulnerable communities in Nepal—a project that earned me the prestigious "Global Impact Award" from IEEE. However, my academic passion has always extended beyond textbooks; I have spent 18 months interning with UN-Habitat's Urban Resilience Program, where I analyzed flood mitigation strategies across Southeast Asia. These experiences crystallized my conviction that Turkey Ankara—not merely as a geographic location but as a living laboratory of urban transformation—holds the key to my academic and professional evolution.
Why Ankara? The city’s unique position at the crossroads of Anatolian heritage and dynamic modernization makes it an unparalleled setting for my research. Unlike Istanbul’s coastal complexities, Ankara presents a distinct urban challenge: a rapidly expanding capital built on seismic fault lines where traditional Ottoman architecture meets 21st-century smart-city initiatives. I have closely studied METU's Department of Civil Engineering, particularly Professor Ayşe Yılmaz's work on "Seismic-Resilient Concrete Composites," which directly aligns with my thesis proposal: "Adaptive Urban Drainage Systems for High-Risk Earthquake Zones." The university’s state-of-the-art Structural Dynamics Laboratory—where researchers recently developed a 3D-printed earthquake-dampening building component—represents the technical environment I must access to validate my research. More importantly, Ankara’s role as Turkey's political and academic heart enables direct collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning, where I plan to pilot community-based infrastructure projects post-graduation.
This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for financial support; it is a testament to my preparedness. Having secured $15,000 in partial funding through my university’s Global Scholars Program, I require $28,500 annually to cover tuition and living expenses in Turkey Ankara. The scholarship would eliminate the need for excessive student loans that would burden me with debt upon returning to the U.S., allowing me to fully immerse myself in Ankara's academic ecosystem without financial distraction. I have calculated all expenses meticulously: monthly rent near METU campus ($350), university fees ($2,100/year), and cultural immersion costs like Turkish language classes (required for my community research). Crucially, the scholarship’s stipend would fund my participation in Ankara’s "Urban Innovation Week," where students collaborate with municipal engineers on real-time city planning challenges—a program I have already contacted to express interest.
My vision extends beyond academic achievement. As a first-generation college student from a modest background, I understand how transformative education can be for communities. Upon completing my master's at METU, I will return to Oregon to establish the Pacific Northwest Urban Resilience Initiative (PNWURI), partnering with tribal nations and coastal municipalities to implement Ankara-inspired drainage systems adapted for the Cascades region. But more significantly, I envision creating a student exchange program between METU’s Civil Engineering Department and Oregon State University—fostering the very international collaboration that made my journey possible. This is why Turkey Ankara isn’t just a destination; it’s the crucible for building bridges between Eastern and Western approaches to sustainable development.
My commitment to this path has been reinforced by personal experience. During my Nepal internship, I witnessed how infrastructure failures displace communities—this haunted me for months. After securing funding through a GoFundMe campaign (which raised $5,000 for materials), I led a rebuild of 12 homes using low-cost seismic techniques taught at the University of Tokyo’s Institute of Engineering. This experience taught me that transformative change requires both academic rigor and cultural humility—the exact skills I will hone in Turkey Ankara. At METU, I will learn to navigate bureaucratic landscapes while respecting local knowledge, just as I did working with Nepali masons who shared traditional earthquake-proofing methods long before modern engineering codified them.
Allow me to address a question that lingers for many applicants: Why not pursue this in the U.S. or Europe? While these regions offer advanced research facilities, they lack Ankara’s unique context. Studying flood management in Seattle would yield different insights than analyzing Ankara’s Kızılırmak River basin—where water scarcity and seismic risk intersect uniquely under Mediterranean climate pressures. Turkey’s 2023 Urban Transformation Law, which prioritizes community-led infrastructure projects in cities like Ankara, creates a real-world testing ground unavailable elsewhere. As an American citizen, I also recognize the strategic importance of strengthening U.S.-Turkey academic ties; my work could position both nations as leaders in global resilience frameworks.
In closing, this Scholarship Application Letter represents far more than an appeal for aid—it embodies years of preparation and a clear-eyed vision for impact. Mason Thompson is not seeking a degree; he is seeking to become part of Ankara’s academic legacy. I have attached my CV, letters of recommendation from Professor David Chen (University of Oregon) and Dr. Fatma Kaya (UN-Habitat), and detailed research proposals to demonstrate my readiness. I am prepared to immediately join METU's Department of Civil Engineering in February 2024, fully committed to contributing as both a student and a cultural ambassador.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how Mason’s academic trajectory aligns with Turkey Ankara’s mission at your convenience. I have attached all supporting documents and remain available for interviews via Zoom or in person during my upcoming visit to Istanbul (November 10–14).
Sincerely,



Mason Thompson
Department of Civil Engineering
University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403
Email: mason.thompson@uoregon.edu | Phone: +1 (503) 555-0198
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