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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Amina Chikwanda
Scholarship Committee Chairperson
Harare Medical Research Foundation (HMRF)
P.O. Box MP 1483, Harare, Zimbabwe
Subject: Application for the James Makunike Global Health Research Scholarship
Dear Dr. Chikwanda and Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect for the Harare Medical Research Foundation’s transformative work in advancing healthcare solutions across Zimbabwe that I submit my formal application for the James Makunike Global Health Research Scholarship. As a dedicated Medical Researcher with five years of hands-on experience within Zimbabwe’s public health landscape, I am writing to express my unwavering commitment to contributing meaningfully to medical research priorities in Harare and beyond. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an opportunity for academic advancement, but a strategic step toward addressing critical health challenges facing our communities.
My journey as a Medical Researcher has been deeply rooted in the realities of Zimbabwean healthcare. After completing my Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences at the University of Zimbabwe (UZ), I joined Parirenyatwa Hospital’s Infectious Diseases Unit in Harare, where I managed clinical trial data for HIV treatment adherence programs. Witnessing firsthand the devastating impact of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) on rural communities near Harare – with a 27% prevalence rate among hospitalized patients according to the 2022 Ministry of Health report – ignited my resolve to specialize in pathogen surveillance. My MSc research at UZ’s Department of Medical Microbiology focused on developing low-cost diagnostic protocols for AMR detection, directly addressing gaps identified in Harare’s tertiary healthcare facilities where advanced equipment remains scarce.
What distinguishes this Scholarship Application from others is my unwavering focus on context-specific solutions. While many global researchers propose universal models, my work has consistently prioritized Zimbabwean realities. For instance, during the 2021 cholera outbreak in Harare’s high-density suburbs, I collaborated with the City Health Office to implement community-based water testing networks using locally sourced reagents – a strategy now adopted by 37 clinics across Harare Province. This experience cemented my belief that effective medical research must emerge from local knowledge, not imported frameworks. The HMRF’s emphasis on "research for Zimbabweans, by Zimbabweans" resonates powerfully with my philosophy.
The James Makunike Scholarship would enable me to pursue a Master of Science in Epidemiology at the University of Cape Town (UCT), with a specialization in One Health approaches. This program is uniquely positioned to provide advanced statistical training and molecular epidemiology techniques critical for tackling Harare’s complex health nexus – where zoonotic diseases, urbanization pressures, and climate change converge. Specifically, I aim to develop predictive models for malaria transmission patterns across Harare’s urban-rural interface, building on my fieldwork in Chitungwiza District. My proposed research directly aligns with HMRF’s 2023-2028 strategic focus area: "Strengthening Disease Surveillance Systems for Climate-Sensitive Pathogens in Urban Settings."
My commitment to Harare extends beyond academia. I have co-founded the "Harare Community Health Innovation Network," which has trained 150 grassroots health workers across the city to collect real-time symptom data during disease outbreaks. This initiative, now supported by the Zimbabwe National Public Health Institute (ZINPHI), demonstrates my ability to translate research into community action – a skill I will further hone through this scholarship. In Harare, where only 40% of clinics utilize digital health platforms (WHO, 2023), my work on low-tech data collection methods has already reduced reporting delays by 65% in the Mbare area.
I recognize that pursuing advanced research abroad carries responsibilities to Zimbabwe. My proposed research agenda includes mandatory knowledge transfer: I will establish a Harare-based data hub at UZ’s Centre for Research and Development upon completion, ensuring all methodologies are locally adaptable. The scholarship funds would specifically cover the 20% of costs associated with transporting portable sequencing equipment to Harare clinics – an investment that directly addresses resource limitations in our public health system. Unlike many international programs, this scholarship opportunity uniquely supports researchers who commit to returning and scaling solutions within Zimbabwe’s context.
My vision for medical research in Zimbabwe is one where evidence-based interventions emerge from the communities they serve. As a Medical Researcher with deep institutional knowledge of Harare’s healthcare ecosystem, I understand that sustainable progress requires bridging the gap between academic research and community needs – particularly in areas like maternal health, non-communicable diseases (NCDs), and pandemic preparedness where Harare faces acute pressure due to population density. My proposed work on urban NCD risk factors (building on my UZ thesis) will inform policy at the City of Harare’s Department of Health, directly contributing to their 2030 Healthy Cities strategy.
The financial aspect is critical: As a Zimbabwean researcher without international grants, pursuing advanced training abroad would be financially impossible without this scholarship. My current position as a Senior Lab Technician at Parirenyatwa Hospital provides modest salary (ZWL 15,000/month) insufficient for overseas studies. This Scholarship Application Letter represents my most viable path to gaining world-class expertise while maintaining fidelity to Zimbabwean health priorities.
I have attached all required documents: academic transcripts, research proposals, and letters of recommendation from Professor Ngoni Mupfumira (Head of UZ’s Medical Microbiology Department) and Dr. Tafadzwa Gwaza (Director of Public Health at Harare City Council). I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my proposed research in Zimbabwe Harare can directly contribute to the HMRF’s mission of "elevating African medical research excellence through locally relevant innovation."
Thank you for considering my application. I eagerly anticipate the possibility of contributing to Zimbabwe’s health advancement as a trained Medical Researcher, equipped with advanced skills and unwavering dedication to Harare’s wellbeing.
Sincerely,
Tafadzwa Moyo
Medical Researcher | Community Health Innovation Network Co-Founder
Harare, Zimbabwe | +263 771 234 567 | t.moyo@research.harare.zw
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