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October 26, 2023
Dr. Ayesha Rahman
Scholarship Committee Chairman
Bangladesh Health Foundation
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Scholarship Application Letter for Midwifery Education
Dear Dr. Rahman and Esteemed Scholarship Committee Members,
With profound respect for your organization's commitment to advancing healthcare in Bangladesh, I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter to formally request financial support for my midwifery education at the Dhaka Medical College. As a dedicated student from Dhaka's underprivileged Tariq Road community, I have witnessed firsthand the critical shortage of skilled midwives in Bangladesh Dhaka – a crisis that directly impacts maternal and infant survival rates in our most vulnerable neighborhoods.
My journey toward becoming a Midwife began during my secondary education at Government Girls' High School in Dhaka, where I volunteered at the Suhrawardy Hospital's maternity ward. There, I observed 12-year-old Ayesha deliver her child alone in a dilapidated clinic due to staff shortages – an experience that ignited my lifelong mission. In Bangladesh Dhaka, maternal mortality remains alarmingly high at 173 deaths per 100,000 live births (World Bank, 2022), disproportionately affecting slum communities like mine where access to skilled birth attendants is less than 45%. This statistic is not just data – it's the story of my neighbor Fatima who lost her infant during a home birth last monsoon season.
My academic foundation includes a distinction in Biology (A+) and Chemistry (A) at Dhaka University's Pre-Medical program, alongside volunteer work with BRAC's Community Health Worker initiative. For two years, I've conducted prenatal check-ups in Old Dhaka's alleyways – documenting complications that would otherwise go unreported. During the 2021 flood crisis, I assisted in establishing mobile birthing tents across 37 shantytowns, reaching over 150 pregnant women who'd never accessed formal healthcare. These experiences solidified my conviction: becoming a Midwife isn't just career choice in Bangladesh Dhaka; it's a moral imperative to dismantle systemic barriers to maternal care.
I've selected the midwifery program at Dhaka Medical College for its renowned clinical partnerships with the Bangladesh Maternal Health Initiative. The curriculum's focus on emergency obstetric care and community outreach aligns precisely with my goal to establish "Safe Birth Hubs" in Dhaka's 12 high-risk wards. However, as a first-generation university student from a family earning BDT 15,000 monthly (below Bangladesh's poverty line of BDT 24,389), I face significant financial barriers. My father works as a rickshaw puller while my mother sews garments – their combined income barely covers our rent in the Mirpur district. The tuition fees for this program (approximately BDT 150,000 annually) represent an insurmountable burden without assistance.
This Scholarship Application Letter represents more than financial relief – it's an investment in a sustainable healthcare solution for Bangladesh Dhaka. My proposed model integrates traditional birth attendant training with modern protocols: I'll collaborate with local mosques and community centers to conduct prenatal workshops, using mobile health units to reach women who avoid hospitals due to cultural stigma or cost. In the first two years post-graduation, I plan to serve at the Dhaka South City Corporation's maternity clinic while training 50 community health workers annually. My long-term vision includes establishing Bangladesh's first midwifery cooperative in Old Dhaka, where skilled providers earn fair wages while serving women who currently travel 3+ hours for basic care.
What sets me apart is my hyper-local understanding of Dhaka's healthcare landscape. Having grown up hearing the phrase "baba, boro jana" (mommy, go to the doctor) from mothers who couldn't afford transportation, I've developed culturally sensitive communication strategies. During my BRAC volunteer work, I co-created a pictorial prenatal guide in Bengali that reduced appointment no-shows by 37% – a solution directly applicable to Dhaka's low-literacy communities. My academic record (3.8/4.0 GPA) and leadership in the Dhaka Student Health Advocates group demonstrate my capacity to excel while serving others.
The Bangladesh Health Foundation has consistently championed initiatives that bridge healthcare gaps in our nation – from your Mobile Clinic project expanding to 14 districts, to your recent partnership with WHO on maternal mortality reduction. Your support would enable me to transform this scholarship into a multiplier effect: each trained midwife serves 200+ women annually, reducing preventable complications while empowering families. In Dhaka alone, where over 1 million babies are born yearly in unsupervised settings (Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies), your investment could catalyze change across three generations.
I respectfully request consideration for the "Healthcare Equity Scholarship" to fund my midwifery studies. My attached portfolio includes letters from Dr. Nasrin Akhtar (Senior Obstetrician at Dhaka Medical College), community testimonials, and a detailed 3-year implementation plan for Bangladesh Dhaka. I am available for an interview at your convenience and would welcome the opportunity to discuss how this scholarship will directly contribute to Bangladesh's Sustainable Development Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being.
Thank you for your time, compassion, and visionary leadership in building a healthier Bangladesh. I eagerly await the possibility of serving alongside you as a future Midwife dedicated to ensuring every childbirth in Dhaka becomes a celebration of life, not an ordeal of risk.
Sincerely,
Farida Akhter
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