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Comprehensive Scholarship Application Letter for Advanced Midwifery Training in DR Congo Kinshasa
To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect and unwavering determination, I write to submit my formal application for the prestigious Midwifery Advancement Scholarship. As a dedicated midwifery student deeply committed to transforming maternal health outcomes in DR Congo Kinshasa, this Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an opportunity for academic advancement, but a critical step toward addressing the urgent healthcare crisis afflicting our most vulnerable populations—mothers and newborns in the heart of our nation's capital.
My journey as a future midwife began amidst the vibrant yet challenging realities of Kinshasa. Growing up in the densely populated Gombe district, I witnessed firsthand the devastating consequences of inadequate maternal healthcare. The statistics are heartbreaking: DR Congo consistently ranks among the highest globally for maternal mortality, with Kinshasa alone accounting for over 30% of national cases due to limited access to skilled birth attendants, overcrowded clinics, and profound resource shortages. In 2023 alone, the WHO reported an alarming maternal mortality ratio of 469 deaths per 100,000 live births in DR Congo—a figure that haunts me daily as I witness expectant mothers walking hours through Kinshasa’s traffic-jammed streets to reach under-resourced health centers. This is not just a statistic; it is the reality of my neighbors, my community, and the reason I chose to become a Midwife.
For the past three years, I have been actively training at the National School of Midwifery in Kinshasa (École Nationale de Sage-Femme), where I completed rigorous coursework in obstetric care, neonatal resuscitation, and community health outreach. My practical experience extends beyond classroom learning: I volunteered at the Kinsuka Health Center in Limete, assisting with prenatal check-ups for over 200 women monthly. There, I observed a critical gap—many pregnant women delay seeking care until complications arise due to financial barriers or cultural misunderstandings about modern midwifery. This reinforced my conviction that advanced training is not optional; it is essential for delivering culturally competent, lifesaving care in DR Congo Kinshasa.
My current academic trajectory faces a significant barrier: the inability to afford the specialized postgraduate certification required to qualify as a certified community midwife in Kinshasa’s public health system. The advanced program I seek—focusing on emergency obstetric care, maternal mental health, and mobile clinic management—is crucial for addressing Kinshasa’s unique challenges. However, its cost exceeds my family’s modest resources by 70%. Without this Scholarship Application Letter as a bridge to opportunity, I risk being unable to complete the training that will directly equip me to serve communities like those in the Lusambo and Ngaliema health zones, where maternal deaths remain preventable yet frequent.
What sets this scholarship apart is its alignment with Kinshasa’s most urgent needs. The curriculum I propose—integrated with the DR Congo Ministry of Health’s National Maternal Health Strategy—will teach me to deploy low-cost interventions like home birth kits, community-based risk screening, and partnerships with traditional birth attendants to bridge cultural divides. In my volunteer work, I saw how integrating local knowledge with evidence-based midwifery saves lives: when we trained village health workers in Kinshasa’s outskirts to recognize pre-eclampsia symptoms using pictorial guides (developed in Lingala and Kikongo), antenatal visit rates increased by 40%. This scholarship will empower me to scale such innovations across Kinshasa’s underserved neighborhoods.
I have already begun planning my post-certification service. Upon completion of the advanced training, I will establish a mobile midwifery unit operating in Kinshasa’s informal settlements—areas often neglected by formal health infrastructure. My model will prioritize women in the last trimester of pregnancy who cannot travel to clinics, using bicycles and community liaisons to deliver essential care. Within five years, I aim to serve 15,000 mothers annually across 12 districts of Kinshasa while training 30 new midwives from similar backgrounds through our partnership with the Kinshasa Health University. This is not a distant dream; it is the mission I have built my life around since witnessing my own mother navigate childbirth without skilled assistance during a flood crisis in 2015.
My commitment to DR Congo Kinshasa extends beyond professional duty—it is rooted in identity. As a daughter of Congolese parents from the Kasai region who now call Kinshasa home, I understand the weight of this responsibility. The midwifery profession here demands not just clinical skill but deep cultural intelligence: navigating family dynamics where elders often override medical advice, addressing stigma around contraception in conservative communities, and building trust in areas scarred by conflict. This scholarship will provide the tools to meet those nuances head-on.
Investing in my education is an investment in Kinshasa’s future. Every dollar granted through this Scholarship Application Letter will directly fund training that reduces preventable maternal deaths—a goal aligned with UN Sustainable Development Goal 3.4 and DR Congo’s own health roadmap, Vision 2050. My peers at the National School of Midwifery share this urgency; we have formed a support network committed to ending maternal mortality in Kinshasa by 2035 through collaborative action. I am not just seeking education—I am seeking the partnership needed to turn that vision into reality.
I implore you to consider my application with the seriousness it deserves. My hands are ready to deliver babies, but my mind and heart are prepared for the complex work of healing communities. With this scholarship, I will transform Kinshasa’s maternal health landscape—not through grand gestures alone, but through daily presence in the neighborhoods where mothers wait for help. In DR Congo Kinshasa, where hope often feels scarce, I am ready to be a vessel of that hope as a trained Midwife.
Thank you for considering how your support will create tangible change. I welcome the opportunity to discuss my vision further and provide any additional documentation required.
Sincerely,
Marie-Claire Nkasi
National School of Midwifery, Kinshasa Candidate
Mobile: +243 81 234 5678 | Email: marie.claire.nkasi@midwifecongo.org
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