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Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Selection Committee,
I am writing to submit my formal application for the prestigious Midwifery Excellence Scholarship offered by the Mumbai Maternal Health Foundation. As a dedicated healthcare aspirant from Mumbai, I have chosen to pursue a professional career as a Midwife with an unwavering commitment to transforming maternal healthcare in our bustling metropolis. This Scholarship Application Letter serves as both my expression of gratitude for considering my candidacy and my solemn pledge to serve the most vulnerable communities across India Mumbai with clinical excellence and compassionate care.
My journey toward becoming a certified Midwife began during my childhood in Dharavi, one of Mumbai's largest informal settlements. Witnessing the alarming maternal mortality rates in our neighborhood—where access to skilled birth attendants remains severely limited—I vowed to become a healthcare provider who bridges this critical gap. The statistics are devastating: according to the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21), Maharashtra's maternal mortality ratio stands at 97 deaths per 100,000 live births, with Mumbai's urban slums experiencing rates significantly higher than the state average due to inadequate prenatal care and emergency obstetric services. As a student of Public Health at SNDT Women's University (Mumbai), I conducted field research in Chembur's slum clusters where I documented how cultural barriers, transportation challenges, and financial constraints prevent 42% of pregnant women from accessing essential antenatal services. This experience crystallized my resolve to become a community-based Midwife who can operate within the unique socio-economic fabric of India Mumbai.
My academic record reflects this dedication: I maintained a CGPA of 3.8/4.0 in my Bachelor of Science (Community Health) program while volunteering at KEM Hospital's maternity ward for 12 months. During this time, I assisted senior midwives in managing high-risk deliveries, conducted health education sessions for adolescent mothers in municipal schools, and developed a mobile outreach protocol to identify pregnant women from marginalized communities. However, the financial burden of completing my Diploma in Midwifery (a mandatory requirement under the Indian Nursing Council's 2021 guidelines) has become a significant barrier. The total program cost of ₹1,75,000 is beyond my family's means—my father works as a rickshaw-puller in South Mumbai while my mother runs a small tailoring unit from our home. I have exhausted all local savings and secured only 45% of the required funds through bank loans.
That is why this Scholarship Application is not merely a financial request but an investment in Mumbai's future health infrastructure. The MMHF's mission to "Empower Communities Through Skilled Birth Attendance" aligns perfectly with my vision. If awarded, I will complete the Diploma in Midwifery at the prestigious All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Mumbai campus with full focus, rather than working multiple part-time jobs to support my education. This scholarship will enable me to graduate on schedule and immediately deploy as a community midwife under MMHF's "Mumbai Maternal Health Initiative" in areas like Govandi and Mankhurd—communities where maternal healthcare access remains critically low. My post-graduation plan includes establishing mobile clinics that integrate traditional birth attendant networks with modern midwifery practices, specifically addressing the needs of Mumbai's 12 million urban poor as outlined in the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai's 2025 Health Strategy.
What sets me apart is my deep contextual understanding of India Mumbai's healthcare challenges. Unlike many applicants who seek theoretical knowledge, I have spent two years navigating the complex healthcare ecosystem here—from municipal health centers to NGO-run clinics and private hospitals. In my research project "Barriers to Maternal Care in Mumbai's Informal Settlements," I developed a culturally sensitive model for maternal education that incorporates local languages (Marathi, Hindi, and Urdu) and religious practices. For instance, I collaborated with imams and pujaris to deliver prenatal sessions during community gatherings—a strategy now adopted by 3 municipal wards. My goal is to become one of Mumbai's first midwives certified in both allopathic care and traditional birth practices, ensuring services that respect cultural identity while meeting clinical standards.
I recognize that becoming a competent Midwife requires more than academic credentials—it demands resilience forged in the very communities we serve. During monsoon season 2023, I accompanied a senior midwife to Bhakti Park slum where we delivered seven babies in a single night during heavy rains. We used emergency transport provided by local NGOs because the ambulance service was unavailable—this experience taught me that timely intervention can mean the difference between life and death in Mumbai's urban landscape. As your future Midwife, I will carry this lesson forward with every mother I assist.
The Mumbai Maternal Health Foundation's scholarship represents more than financial aid; it symbolizes trust in a local healthcare professional who understands that maternal health is inseparable from Mumbai's social fabric. This investment will directly contribute to reducing our city's maternal mortality rate by empowering a homegrown expert who already operates within the community. I pledge to become an advocate for policy change, leveraging my training to influence municipal healthcare planning—such as advocating for integrated maternity services at Mumbai's 1,200+ Anganwadi centers.
With heartfelt gratitude for your time and consideration of my Scholarship Application Letter, I have enclosed all required documents including academic transcripts, community service certificates, and a letter of recommendation from Dr. Meena Joshi (Head of Obstetrics at KEM Hospital). I would be honored to discuss how my vision aligns with MMHF's mission during an interview at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Ananya Sharma
Candidate for Diploma in Midwifery (2024-2025)
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