Scholarship Application Letter: Midwife Training in Iraq Baghdad
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR MIDWIFE TRAINING IN IRAQ BAGHDAD
Date: October 26, 2023
Scholarship Committee
International Healthcare Development Foundation (IHDF)
Baghdad, Iraq
Subject: Urgent Request for Scholarship Support to Complete Advanced Midwifery Training in Iraq Baghdad
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound dedication and unwavering commitment to submit my formal application for the International Healthcare Development Foundation's (IHDF) prestigious Midwifery Advancement Scholarship. As a qualified nursing professional currently serving in Baghdad's Al-Rusafa Health Directorate, I seek this critical scholarship opportunity to complete my advanced midwifery certification program at Al-Mustansiriya University's School of Nursing and Midwifery. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an academic pursuit, but a vital step toward addressing the acute maternal health crisis in Baghdad and fulfilling my lifelong mission as a compassionate Midwife serving Iraq's most vulnerable communities.
The current healthcare landscape in Iraq Baghdad demands urgent intervention. According to the World Health Organization (2023), maternal mortality remains 58 deaths per 100,000 live births in Baghdad Governorate—more than double the global average—with rural and low-income urban areas bearing the greatest burden. My daily work at Al-Rusafa Primary Healthcare Center reveals this reality: women from impoverished neighborhoods often delay prenatal care due to transportation barriers, financial constraints, or cultural hesitations. As a Midwife serving Baghdad since 2018, I've witnessed firsthand how inadequate skilled birth attendance contributes to preventable complications during childbirth. My current certification in basic midwifery (awarded by Baghdad Medical College in 2020) provides foundational knowledge, but it lacks the specialized training required to address complex obstetric emergencies prevalent in our conflict-affected context.
My decision to pursue advanced midwifery training is deeply personal. I recall a young mother named Fatima in Mansour District who nearly died from postpartum hemorrhage due to insufficient emergency response capabilities at her local clinic—conditions my current skills cannot fully mitigate. This experience ignited my resolve: I must become part of the solution, not just a witness to the problem. The IHDF scholarship represents more than financial assistance; it is an investment in Baghdad's future mothers and newborns. This Scholarship Application Letter underscores that without this opportunity, I would be unable to afford the program fees (approximately $3,200 USD), clinical equipment stipend ($450), and essential materials required for Baghdad's unique training environment.
The advanced curriculum at Al-Mustansiriya University addresses critical gaps in our local healthcare system. It includes specialized modules on managing obstetric hemorrhage using low-cost interventions, neonatal resuscitation techniques adapted for resource-limited settings, and culturally sensitive counseling for women from diverse religious backgrounds across Baghdad. Crucially, the program incorporates fieldwork at three major Baghdad hospitals—including Al-Kadhimiya Teaching Hospital—which operate under constant pressure due to Iraq's ongoing infrastructure challenges. Completing this training would equip me with evidence-based protocols proven effective in urban conflict zones, directly aligning with the IHDF's mission to strengthen health systems in fragile settings.
My commitment to Baghdad extends beyond academic achievement. Upon certification, I will establish a mobile midwifery outreach program targeting 15 underserved neighborhoods across Baghdad—starting with Sadr City and Al-Adhamiyah where maternal mortality exceeds regional averages by 37%. This initiative will utilize community health workers to identify high-risk pregnancies early, provide home-based antenatal care, and conduct emergency response drills. I've already secured preliminary support from the Baghdad Health Directorate for this project, with plans to serve 400 expectant mothers annually within two years of graduation. My proposal includes partnerships with local mosques for community trust-building—a strategy critical for success in Baghdad's culturally complex environment.
What distinguishes my application is my proven track record of service in Iraq Baghdad. As a Midwife since 2018, I've provided care during multiple humanitarian crises including the 2021 flooding events that displaced over 50,000 families in Baghdad. I led a team delivering emergency maternal care at Al-Zahraa Field Hospital during the height of the pandemic, serving a community with no access to regular healthcare for six months. My colleagues describe me as "the calm in the storm" during high-risk deliveries—a testament to my clinical judgment under pressure. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely about my qualifications; it's about how these skills will be deployed where they're most urgently needed in Baghdad.
I recognize the IHDF's commitment to sustainable impact. That is why I've designed a comprehensive 5-year implementation plan: Year 1 focuses on scholarship completion and program launch; Years 2-3 build community referral networks with local clinics; Years 4-5 expand to cover all Baghdad districts with measurable outcomes (e.g., 25% reduction in preventable maternal mortality by 2028). I've attached a detailed budget showing how the $3,650 scholarship amount will be utilized—directly supporting my education while minimizing long-term costs to Iraqi healthcare infrastructure. This investment requires only $1 per Baghdad resident annually to save lives across generations.
In closing, I am not asking for a scholarship—I am requesting a partnership in saving lives in Iraq Baghdad. As a Midwife who has navigated Baghdad's healthcare challenges firsthand, I understand that this training is the bridge between my current capabilities and the transformative impact our communities require. The IHDF scholarship would empower me to become one of hundreds of skilled Midwives needed to reduce maternal mortality in Baghdad by 50% within five years. With your support, I can transform these words into action for Baghdad's mothers, babies, and families waiting for hope.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how this Scholarship Application Letter translates into tangible results for Iraq Baghdad's health system.
Sincerely,
Amina Hassan Al-Suhail
Current Midwife, Al-Rusafa Health Directorate
Baghdad, Iraq | +964 773 582 1948 | amina.al-suhail@baghdadhealth.gov.iq
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