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To the Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering commitment that I submit my application for the International Midwifery Scholarship at Sapienza University of Rome. As a dedicated nursing professional from Kenya with a decade of clinical experience in maternal healthcare, I seek to advance my expertise through specialized midwifery training within Italy’s renowned healthcare ecosystem. This Scholarship Application Letter articulates my deep passion for Midwife practice, my strategic alignment with Rome’s medical heritage, and how this opportunity will empower me to transform maternal care in underserved communities worldwide.
My journey toward midwifery began during my nursing diploma at Kenyatta National Hospital in Nairobi. Witnessing preventable maternal complications—particularly among rural populations lacking skilled birth attendants—ignited my resolve to become a certified midwife. I volunteered for the "Safe Motherhood Initiative" (2018-2021), reducing neonatal mortality by 34% through community education and prenatal outreach. However, I recognized that sustainable change requires advanced clinical autonomy and evidence-based practice—exactly what Italy’s midwifery model exemplifies. The Italian National Health Service (SSN) empowers Midwifes as primary maternal healthcare providers, a system deeply rooted in the country’s historical commitment to women’s health dating back to Renaissance obstetrics. Studying this framework in Italy Rome is not merely an academic pursuit; it is my professional pilgrimage to master a discipline that treats pregnancy as a natural life process rather than a medical condition.
Rome’s unique position as the cradle of Western medicine makes this city irreplaceable for my scholarly development. Sapienza University’s Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, housed in the historic Palazzo della Sapienza, offers curriculum integrating ancient healing traditions with cutting-edge neonatal research—precisely the synthesis I seek. The university’s partnership with Ospedale Sant’Eugenio (Rome’s leading maternal hospital) provides clinical rotations where midwives lead uncomplicated births alongside physicians, a model absent in my home country. In Italy Rome, midwifery is not an adjunct specialty but the cornerstone of national maternal care policy, reflected in Italy’s 96% birth attendance by trained professionals—far exceeding global averages. I am eager to immerse myself in this system while contributing my experience with high-risk pregnancies from African contexts, bridging cultural gaps between Global South and European maternal health paradigms.
This scholarship is essential to overcome significant financial barriers. As a single mother of two currently supporting my elderly parents in Kenya, I’ve exhausted savings for tuition without state support. The 25% fee reduction offered through this award would enable me to dedicate 100% of my energy to clinical training rather than part-time work. Crucially, the scholarship’s emphasis on "Global Health Equity" aligns with my post-graduation vision: establishing a mobile midwifery clinic in Kenya’s Rift Valley region, staffed by Italian-trained professionals operating within Rome-inspired protocols. I’ve already secured letters from two Kenyan hospitals pledging space for my future facility upon graduation. The Scholarship Application Letter must therefore reflect not just personal need but a calculated investment in scalable impact—transforming Rome’s midwifery excellence into a lifeline for 50,000 rural women annually.
My academic preparation uniquely positions me to excel in your program. I hold an Advanced Nursing Diploma (cum laude) from the University of Nairobi and completed the WHO Maternal Health Certification (2022). During my research on "Cultural Barriers to Midwifery Acceptance in Sub-Saharan Africa," I collaborated with Italian anthropologists at Roma Tre University, deepening my appreciation for Italy’s humanistic approach. This work directly informs my proposed thesis: "Adapting Italian Midwifery Models for Resource-Limited Settings: A Case Study of Rome-Kenya Partnerships." The scholarship would fund travel to document Rome’s community-based birth centers—inspiring similar initiatives in Kenya. Moreover, I’ve already initiated dialogue with Sapienza’s International Office about potential internship sites in the Roman suburbs (e.g., Tor Bella Monaca), ensuring immediate practical application of learning.
Italy has long embodied the marriage of science and compassion that defines exceptional midwifery. From Agnese de’ Pazzi’s 15th-century midwifery texts to today’s integrated care pathways, Rome nurtures a legacy where Midwifes are trusted community healers. In this environment, I will honor that legacy by pioneering a model where maternal health transcends borders. The scholarship is not merely financial aid; it is the catalyst for building institutional bridges between Italy and Africa. As I prepare to write my Scholarship Application Letter, I envision standing beside you at Sapienza’s 17th-century amphitheater during graduation, holding a certificate that symbolizes more than personal achievement—it represents a promise to elevate global maternal health through Rome’s intellectual and ethical tradition.
I have attached my CV, three letters of recommendation from Dr. Amina Juma (Head of Maternal Health at Kenyatta Hospital), Prof. Marco Rossi (Sapienza, Obstetrics), and the Director of Kenya’s National Midwifery Council. These attest to my clinical rigor, cross-cultural adaptability, and commitment to Italy’s healthcare ethos. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background aligns with your mission during an interview at your convenience.
Thank you for considering this application. In Rome’s spirit of "Carpe Diem," I seize this moment to dedicate myself fully to the noble calling of midwifery—where every birth is a testament to human resilience, and where Italy leads with science and soul.
Sincerely,
Elena Bianchi
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