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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Midwifery Training Program at Lagos State University College of Health Sciences
October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Nigeria Midwifery Development Fund (NMDF)
Plot 17B, Lagos Island Road
Victoria Island, Lagos State
Nigeria
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound humility and unwavering determination to seek financial support for my advanced midwifery training at the Lagos State University College of Health Sciences. As a dedicated healthcare aspirant deeply committed to transforming maternal health outcomes in Nigeria Lagos, I believe this scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a vital catalyst for sustainable community impact.
My journey toward becoming a Midwife began during my childhood in Ikeja, Lagos. Witnessing the preventable maternal mortality rates in our community – particularly among low-income families lacking access to skilled birth attendants – ignited a lifelong mission. In 2019, I completed my Basic Nursing Diploma at Lagos State University College of Health Sciences (LASUCOHES), where I consistently ranked in the top 10% of my cohort. During clinical rotations at the Ikeja General Hospital, I observed firsthand how cultural barriers and inadequate infrastructure compound health disparities across Nigeria Lagos. A pregnant adolescent from a rural outskirts community was denied emergency obstetric care due to transportation constraints – a moment that crystallized my professional purpose.
Currently, I work as a Community Health Worker with the Lagos State Ministry of Health in Oshodi-Isolo Local Government Area. My responsibilities include conducting antenatal screenings, educating communities on safe childbirth practices, and connecting high-risk pregnancies to facility-based care. This role has exposed me to Lagos' complex maternal health landscape: while urban centers like Ikeja boast advanced facilities, 68% of rural communities within Lagos State still lack basic midwifery services (Nigeria Demographic Health Survey, 2022). I have documented over 350 community cases where early intervention by trained midwives could have prevented complications. Yet, the critical shortage of qualified professionals remains alarming – Nigeria has only 1.5 midwives per 10,000 people (WHO), far below the recommended 4.45.
My academic aspirations demand specialized training that exceeds my current qualifications. The Master of Science in Midwifery program at LASUCOHES is Nigeria's premier midwifery education center, renowned for its evidence-based curriculum integrating emergency obstetric care, community health leadership, and cultural competency – precisely the skills needed to address Lagos' unique challenges. However, as a single mother supporting two children while working full-time in healthcare infrastructure I face severe financial constraints. My current salary covers minimal living expenses but cannot accommodate tuition fees (₦850,000) and clinical training costs (₦250,000), totaling ₦1,1 million annually. Without scholarship support, I must choose between continuing my education or abandoning my family's financial stability – a choice no Nigerian midwife should face.
I am particularly drawn to this scholarship because it aligns with the NMDF's mission of "Building Lagos' Future through Skilled Midwifery." The program's partnership with the Lagos State Primary Healthcare Development Agency ensures clinical placements in high-need communities like Apapa and Surulere. I have already secured a pre-arranged internship at the Abule-Egba Community Health Center, where my proposed project – "Mobile Midwifery Clinics for Underserved Fishermen Communities" – addresses a critical gap identified during my fieldwork. This initiative would serve 12,000 residents across Lagos' coastal neighborhoods currently excluded from formal maternal healthcare systems.
My commitment to Nigeria Lagos extends beyond clinical practice. I am developing a community-based training module for traditional birth attendants in Mushin, recognizing that cultural respect is paramount to maternal health success. The scholarship would empower me to complete this project while earning my master's degree, directly contributing to the state government's "Lagos Healthy Births 2030" strategic framework. Upon graduation, I plan to establish a midwifery training hub at LASUCOHES focused on urban-rural health equity – a model already attracting interest from the National Primary Health Care Development Agency.
What sets me apart is my dual perspective as both a healthcare provider and community member. In Lagos, where maternal mortality rates remain 512 per 100,000 live births (vs. WHO's target of 70), I understand that solutions require navigating complex socio-economic realities: the prevalence of teenage pregnancy in Ajegunle slums, the cultural preference for traditional birth attendants in Ikorodu communities, and the logistical challenges of delivering care across Lagos' notorious traffic corridors. My fieldwork has taught me that a successful Midwife must be a clinician, educator, and community advocate simultaneously – exactly what this scholarship nurtures.
I recognize Nigeria Lagos faces a generational opportunity to reduce maternal mortality by 30% within five years (National Strategic Health Development Plan). My training will directly advance this goal through evidence-based midwifery practice. I have attached letters of recommendation from Dr. Adebayo Adeyemi (Director, LASUCOHES Midwifery Program) and Mrs. Fatima Hassan (Lagos State Minister for Health), along with my academic transcripts showing a 3.8 GPA in Community Health Nursing.
As the daughter of a Lagos market vendor who taught me resilience through daily challenges, I embody the spirit of Nigeria's youth – ambitious yet grounded, educated yet community-rooted. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not just my personal ambition, but a promise to become part of the solution for 16 million Nigerian women who lack access to skilled birth attendants. With your investment in my education, I will transform from a beneficiary into a catalyst for change across Nigeria Lagos.
Thank you for considering this critical application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my training aligns with NMDF's vision during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Chiamaka Nwosu
Community Health Worker, Lagos State Ministry of Health
Email: chiamakanwosu@email.com | Phone: +234 803 123 4567
National Identification Number: NG-56789012-AB
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