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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Date: October 26, 2023
Address:
Captain Michael J. Reynolds
United States Army
Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn, NY 11236
New York City, NY 11236
To:
Scholarship Committee
The New York City Military Education Foundation
550 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1200
New York, NY 10036
Subject: Formal Scholarship Application for Advanced Military Leadership Education
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to submit my comprehensive Scholarship Application Letter as a dedicated and accomplished serving officer within the United States Armed Forces, currently stationed in the heart of New York City. With over eight years of exemplary service as a commissioned officer in the United States Army, including critical deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan, I now seek advanced academic training through your prestigious scholarship program. My application embodies my unwavering commitment to military excellence and my profound dedication to contributing meaningfully to the security framework of the United States New York City metropolitan region—a global epicenter of both strategic importance and community resilience.
As a Military Officer assigned to Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn—the largest U.S. Army installation in New York City—I have witnessed firsthand how this dynamic metropolis serves as the nexus between national defense infrastructure and urban civic life. My current role as Battalion Operations Officer for the 42nd Infantry Division's Joint Force Headquarters exposes me to complex military-civilian coordination challenges that demand sophisticated leadership, strategic analysis, and cultural intelligence. In New York City—a city where the Pentagon's regional command shares space with Wall Street, immigrant communities, and iconic landmarks—I have learned that modern military leadership transcends battlefield tactics; it requires navigating intricate socio-political landscapes while safeguarding a population of 8.4 million residents. This reality underscores why I am pursuing a Master of Strategic Studies at the City University of New York's John Jay College—where this scholarship would enable me to study military operations in urban environments, directly addressing the unique security needs facing United States New York City.
My academic journey began with a Bachelor of Science in Political Science from West Point, where I graduated third in my class. Since then, I have completed three advanced military courses at the United States Army War College and served as a key liaison between Department of Defense operations and New York City Emergency Management during Hurricane Sandy recovery efforts. Yet, to address emerging threats like cyber warfare targeting critical infrastructure or hybrid conflicts affecting urban centers, I require specialized knowledge unavailable through current military training pipelines. The scholarship would allow me to earn my master's degree while maintaining active duty status—a crucial factor given that over 40% of U.S. military personnel in New York City are stationed within the five boroughs, making our local community integral to national defense readiness.
What distinguishes my Military Officer application is not merely academic achievement but demonstrated service innovation. While deployed to Afghanistan, I pioneered a logistics framework later adopted by 17 NATO countries; in New York City, I co-created the "NYC Military-Civilian Partnership Program" with the NYPD and FDNY—now facilitating 200+ annual joint training exercises across boroughs. This initiative directly supports New York's "Resilience Plan," which prioritizes military assets in disaster response. The scholarship would fund my research on how to optimize these partnerships for counter-terrorism scenarios, a critical need as NYC hosts the U.S. Northern Command headquarters and multiple Joint Task Forces. My proposed thesis—*Urban Warfare Adaptation: Military Strategy in New York City's High-Density Environment*—will provide actionable frameworks for commanders facing complex threats from terrorism to pandemics within the city’s unique infrastructure.
I recognize that the financial burden of advanced military education often deters capable officers from pursuing degrees. With tuition costs exceeding $30,000 annually at CUNY John Jay, and without this scholarship, I would be forced to delay my studies or assume significant debt—a constraint incompatible with my commitment to lead without distraction. The New York City Military Education Foundation's focus on "Education that Defends Our City" resonates deeply with me as a native Brooklynite who grew up near the Brooklyn Navy Yard (a historic military installation now integral to NYC's defense industry). My family has served in uniform since the Revolutionary War; my grandfather was a WWII Marine who landed at Normandy, and my sister is an active-duty Air Force cyber officer stationed at Fort Monmouth. This legacy fuels my determination to excel as a Military Officer while honoring the city that shaped me.
Furthermore, this scholarship would empower me to establish a mentorship program connecting NYC's military academies with underrepresented high school students—addressing the critical need for diverse leadership in national security. New York City’s demographic mosaic (the most diverse metropolitan area in the U.S., with 37% foreign-born residents) demands military leaders who understand cultural nuances. My proposed initiative would recruit 50+ high-potential NYC youth annually, providing college scholarships and military career pathways—directly supporting the city’s goal of having a defense workforce that mirrors its population. The foundation's support would catalyze this effort through partnerships with organizations like the NYPD Academy and Brooklyn College’s ROTC program.
As I prepare to lead soldiers in the next phase of their careers, my vision extends beyond individual advancement. In a city where military operations directly impact daily life—from security at Times Square to infrastructure protection along the Hudson River—I must master both strategic theory and urban reality. This scholarship represents more than financial aid; it is an investment in strengthening New York City's national security posture while fostering civic unity. The skills I will gain through this program will allow me to serve as a bridge between military operations and civilian communities, ensuring that every deployment from United States New York City advances both the mission and the well-being of our neighbors.
I am prepared to demonstrate exceptional leadership in academia and service. My record includes two Army Commendation Medals, a Certificate of Achievement from the National Defense University, and consistent top-10% performance evaluations. I respectfully request the opportunity to contribute my unique perspective as a military professional deeply embedded in New York City’s fabric—where every street corner reflects our nation's strength and diversity. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter from an officer who has made New York City his home, his command, and his commitment.
Sincerely,
Captain Michael J. Reynolds
United States Army
Military Occupational Specialty 12B (Infantry)
Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn, NY
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