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Scholarship Committee
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39 Xueyuan Road, Haidian District
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Subject: Formal Scholarship Application for International Musician Program
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep reverence for China's musical heritage that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter as a dedicated Musician seeking to pursue advanced studies at Beijing Conservatory of Music. As an emerging artist whose journey has been shaped by both Western classical traditions and global cross-cultural dialogues, I believe my artistic trajectory converges precisely with the transformative educational environment offered in China Beijing. This application represents not merely an academic pursuit, but a lifelong commitment to becoming a bridge between musical traditions through the highest level of scholarship supported by your esteemed institution.
My musical journey began at age five in my hometown of Montreal, Canada, where I studied violin under renowned pedagogue Dr. Eleanor Dubois. By sixteen, I had performed with the Montreal Symphony Orchestra as a soloist and earned a full scholarship to Juilliard School's pre-college division. However, it was during my undergraduate studies at McGill University that my fascination with Chinese musical traditions ignited through an ethnomusicology course focused on Silk Road instruments. This ignited a decade-long quest to understand how traditional Chinese music—particularly the guzheng, pipa, and erhu—can enrich contemporary Western composition. My thesis explored "Fusion Techniques in Cross-Cultural String Ensemble Composition," which received the 2023 Faculty Research Award for innovative cross-continental artistic synthesis.
I have deliberately chosen China Beijing as the destination for my advanced training because this city embodies a unique confluence of ancient musical heritage and cutting-edge artistic innovation. As one of the world's great cultural capitals, Beijing offers unparalleled access to the UNESCO-listed Chinese Traditional Music Archive, master artisans who preserve centuries-old instrument-making techniques, and institutions like the National Center for Performing Arts where I have long admired collaborations between Western orchestras and Chinese ensembles. The specific program at Beijing Conservatory—particularly its Global Music Innovation Lab under Professor Li Wei (a pioneer in digital preservation of folk music)—directly aligns with my research on AI-assisted traditional melody reconstruction. Studying under such visionary mentors would be transformative for my artistic evolution.
My aspiration transcends personal achievement; I aim to establish the "Silk Road Sound Bridge" initiative upon graduation—a non-profit organization creating residencies where Western and Chinese musicians co-compose using both acoustic traditions and emerging digital tools. This vision requires not only technical mastery but deep cultural fluency, which is why Beijing's immersive environment is indispensable. During a 2023 research trip to the Forbidden City Musical Instruments Museum, I had the privilege of learning from Master Liang Zhao (a national intangible heritage bearer) about the philosophical underpinnings of Chinese music theory. His guidance confirmed what I now seek: not just technical skill, but understanding music as an expression of cultural identity.
The financial reality of pursuing this specialized program presents significant challenges. While I have secured partial funding through the Canada Council for the Arts' International Residency Grant, the full tuition and living expenses in Beijing exceed my current resources by approximately $42,000 USD. This Scholarship Application Letter therefore seeks your support toward bridging that gap, which would enable me to fully dedicate myself to studies without financial distraction. I am prepared to contribute 15 hours weekly as a teaching assistant for the conservatory's international student programs and offer free community workshops at local schools in exchange for this opportunity.
What particularly distinguishes my candidacy is my commitment to reciprocal cultural exchange. I have already initiated partnerships between McGill University's music department and the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, resulting in two joint student composition competitions. In these exchanges, Chinese students created works inspired by Canadian folk melodies while we explored adaptations of Chinese pentatonic scales—demonstrating our shared commitment to dialogue over extraction. My proposed thesis on "Algorithmic Interpretation of Qing Dynasty Court Music" would continue this tradition by developing digital tools that help preserve endangered musical forms while inviting new creative interpretations.
I am deeply aware that Beijing represents more than a geographical location—it is a living archive of musical innovation. The city's ability to simultaneously honor centuries-old traditions (as seen in the Peking Opera Academy's conservation efforts) while embracing futuristic artistic expressions (like the National Stadium's "Bird's Nest" multimedia concerts) creates an unparalleled environment for my growth as a Musician. This Scholarship Application Letter is written with profound respect for China Beijing's role in shaping global musical discourse and my desire to contribute meaningfully to this legacy.
Upon completion of the program, I will return to Canada with a dual mandate: teaching at institutions like the Banff Centre for Arts while developing the Silk Road Sound Bridge network. I envision creating annual festivals where Canadian and Chinese musicians collaborate on new works that honor tradition while embracing innovation—exactly the kind of cross-cultural dialogue your scholarship fosters. My proposed project "Echoes Across Eras," which adapts Ming Dynasty court music using immersive audio technology, has already gained interest from Shanghai's MoCA Museum as a pilot exhibition.
In conclusion, this Scholarship Application Letter represents more than an academic request—it is a pledge to honor the musical heritage of China Beijing through dedicated scholarship and innovative artistry. I have prepared comprehensive documentation including my portfolio, letters of recommendation from Professor Dubois (Juilliard), Master Liang Zhao (Beijing), and Dr. Aris Thibodeau (McGill's Ethnomusicology Department). I would be honored to discuss how my vision aligns with your institution's mission during an interview at your earliest convenience.
Thank you for considering my application as a Musician committed to building cultural bridges through the universal language of music. I eagerly anticipate the possibility of contributing to Beijing's vibrant artistic community and carrying forward its rich musical legacy in future generations.
Sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
Musician & Cross-Cultural Composition Scholar
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