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[Your Address]
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The Scholarship Committee
International Arts Foundation
123 Cultural Boulevard
New York, NY 10001
USA
Subject: Formal Scholarship Application for Advanced Musical Training in Ethiopia Addis Ababa
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect and unwavering passion that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter as an aspiring Musician hailing from the vibrant cultural heart of Ethiopia—Addis Ababa. As a dedicated artist deeply rooted in Ethiopia's rich musical traditions while embracing contemporary global influences, I am writing to express my earnest desire to further my musical education through your distinguished scholarship program. Addis Ababa, where I was born and raised amidst the melodies of traditional Ethiopian instruments like the krar and masenqo, has shaped me into a musician who seeks to bridge ancient heritage with modern expression—a vision that requires specialized training beyond what local resources currently provide.
My musical journey began at age seven in the bustling neighborhoods of Addis Ababa, where I first learned traditional Ethiopian pentatonic scales from my grandfather, a revered master of the kebero drum. By thirteen, I was performing at cultural festivals across the city—events like the annual Meskel Square celebrations and jazz gatherings at Le Meridien Hotel. In 2018, I founded "Harmonia Etiopika," a youth ensemble that has performed for over 50,000 people in Addis Ababa’s iconic venues including the National Theatre and Bole Park. Our repertoire—blending amhara folk melodies with jazz improvisation—earned us recognition at the Ethiopian Music Awards 2022 as "Best Emerging Group," a milestone that reinforced my commitment to elevating Ethiopia’s musical narrative on international stages.
Despite these achievements, I face significant barriers in advancing my craft. The music education infrastructure in Addis Ababa remains under-resourced; while institutions like the Ethiopian Institute of Music and Dance offer foundational training, they lack advanced courses in contemporary composition and cross-cultural production techniques. My family’s modest income as a textile worker cannot cover fees for specialized programs abroad, yet I recognize that transformative growth requires exposure to global methodologies. This is why I am applying for your scholarship—not merely as a financial lifeline, but as an investment in Ethiopia’s cultural sovereignty. As a Musician from Addis Ababa, I understand that true innovation emerges when traditional wisdom meets modern artistry; this scholarship would empower me to master techniques like digital audio production and ethnomusicological research at institutions such as Berklee College of Music or the Royal Academy of Music.
My proposed project, "Ethiopian Resonance: Reclaiming Heritage Through Innovation," directly addresses a critical need in Addis Ababa’s creative ecosystem. I plan to develop a multimedia album featuring collaborations with master traditional musicians from Amhara, Oromia, and Tigray regions—documenting endangered folk styles while creating contemporary fusion tracks. This work will serve as both artistic expression and cultural preservation, culminating in a free community exhibition at Addis Ababa’s newly renovated Ethiopian National Museum. The scholarship would fund my participation in a six-month intensive workshop focused on audio engineering and collaborative composition, followed by a year-long residency to finalize the project.
Beyond personal growth, this scholarship promises tangible benefits for Ethiopia Addis Ababa. My work has already inspired 15 youth musicians through free workshops at the Addis Ababa Youth Center, where I taught basic production using donated equipment. With advanced training, I will establish "Muse" (Musician Support Unit for Ethiopia), a non-profit hub in my hometown that will provide affordable studio time and mentorship to 200+ young artists annually. In a city where cultural identity is increasingly threatened by globalization, my initiative counters homogenization by creating platforms where Ethiopian sounds thrive—not as relics of the past, but as living, evolving art forms. The success of similar projects in Nairobi and Dakar demonstrates that such investments yield exponential returns in youth engagement and tourism revenue.
I acknowledge the profound responsibility tied to this opportunity. Having witnessed Addis Ababa’s music scene transform from a local phenomenon into a source of national pride, I am committed to using every skill gained through your scholarship to uplift communities. As an artist who has performed at the African Union headquarters and shared stages with international stars like Salif Keita, I understand that my role transcends personal achievement—it is about ensuring Ethiopia Addis Ababa remains a beacon of musical innovation. This scholarship would not only transform my career but also catalyze a ripple effect: training local technicians, creating jobs for sound engineers in our community, and positioning Addis Ababa as a destination for global music education.
Ethiopia’s musical heritage is woven into the fabric of our national identity—songs that accompanied liberation struggles and celebrated harvests are now fading with each generation. My work with "Harmonia Etiopika" has documented over 40 traditional compositions through field recordings, yet preservation without innovation risks relegating these treasures to museum displays. The scholarship will enable me to develop an educational app that teaches Ethiopian scales through gamified lessons—a tool I’ve tested successfully with students at Addis Ababa University’s Music Department. This initiative, combined with my advanced training, ensures that the sounds of Ethiopia Addis Ababa remain relevant for generations.
In closing, I reiterate that this Scholarship Application Letter represents far more than a request for funding; it is a pledge to honor the legacy of Ethiopia’s greatest musicians while charting a new course. Having witnessed how music united Addis Ababa during the 2019 G7 Summit protests through improvised peace anthems, I know its power to heal and unite. With your support, I will translate that power into sustainable cultural infrastructure. Thank you for considering my application as a Musician from Addis Ababa committed to making Ethiopia’s voice resonate globally without losing its soul.
Respectfully submitted,


[Your Full Name]
Founder, Harmonia Etiopika
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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This letter aligns with Ethiopian cultural values of community service (Gebre, "to help") while addressing global artistic standards.
