Scholarship Application Letter - Musician
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For the International Musician Development Program at Tel Aviv University
Date: October 26, 2023
Admissions Committee
International Musician Development Program
Tel Aviv University
Ramat Aviv, Tel Aviv 6997801
Israel
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm as a dedicated Musician seeking to immerse myself in the vibrant cultural ecosystem of Israel Tel Aviv. Having spent over a decade cultivating my craft across international stages, I now stand at a pivotal moment in my artistic journey—eager to deepen my musical education within one of the world’s most dynamic creative hubs. The International Musician Development Program at Tel Aviv University represents not merely an academic opportunity, but a transformative convergence of tradition and innovation that aligns perfectly with my artistic vision and professional aspirations.
My musical journey began in Mumbai, where I performed as a child prodigy in classical Indian Carnatic music before expanding into jazz fusion during my studies at the Royal Conservatory of The Hague. This cross-cultural foundation has shaped my unique voice as a composer and percussionist—blending Sufi rhythms with contemporary electronic soundscapes. My work has been featured at prestigious venues including the Berlin Jazz Festival, WOMADelaide, and the Southbank Centre in London. Yet, I have long recognized that true artistic evolution demands immersion in environments where musical dialogue transcends borders—a principle I discovered firsthand during my 2019 residency at Tel Aviv’s iconic Binyanei HaUma Convention Center. That experience ignited my profound connection to Israel Tel Aviv as a city where ancient melodies harmonize with avant-garde experimentation.
The significance of this scholarship extends beyond financial support—it represents an invitation to participate in Tel Aviv’s living musical tapestry. I am particularly drawn to Professor Elad Levy’s groundbreaking "Middle Eastern-Global Fusion" seminar and the university’s partnership with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. In my current project, *Nahalat Binyamin: Soundscapes of Resilience*, I explore how music fosters communal healing in conflict zones—a theme directly resonant with Israel Tel Aviv’s socio-cultural context. The city’s ability to transform trauma into creativity through its underground jazz clubs, street performances in Florentin, and the annual Haifa Jazz Festival embodies the very ethos I aim to advance as a Musician.
Financial constraints currently limit my ability to fully commit to this transformative program. While I have secured modest funding through previous grants, tuition fees and living expenses in Tel Aviv would require substantial support. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for funds—it is a testament to my readiness to contribute meaningfully. My proposed research focuses on "Intercultural Dialogue Through Percussion: A Bridge Between Sephardic Traditions and Modern Electronic Music," which will directly benefit from the university’s unique resources, including access to the Zappa Institute’s archives and collaboration opportunities with the renowned Eran Groumi Ensemble.
What distinguishes Israel Tel Aviv for my artistic growth is its unparalleled ecosystem of musical co-creation. Unlike static conservatories, Tel Aviv operates as a living laboratory where musicians constantly redefine boundaries. During my visit last year, I attended a spontaneous jam session at Café Rimon in Neve Tzedek where a Moroccan oud player, an Ethiopian vocalist, and an electronic producer created something wholly original—this is the spirit I wish to channel through my studies. The program’s emphasis on community engagement through public performances aligns with my belief that music must serve as a catalyst for social cohesion, especially in regions like the Middle East where cultural exchange remains both urgent and underdeveloped.
My commitment extends beyond personal achievement. I envision establishing a "Tel Aviv Sound Collective" upon graduation—a platform connecting Israeli musicians with global artists through workshops and residencies. This initiative would directly address the program’s mission of fostering international artistic partnerships while contributing to Israel Tel Aviv’s reputation as a magnet for creative innovation. My existing work with refugee youth in Berlin, where I taught rhythm-based conflict resolution through music, demonstrates my ability to translate artistic practice into social impact—a value central to Tel Aviv University’s ethos.
I understand that this Scholarship Application Letter represents more than an educational request; it is a declaration of intent to become an active participant in Israel Tel Aviv’s cultural narrative. The city’s energy—from the neon-lit beaches where street musicians perform at sunset to the avant-garde studios in Jaffa—has already reshaped my artistic perspective. My goal is not simply to study music here, but to absorb and contribute to a legacy where melody transcends division.
As I prepare for this next chapter, I am mindful of the privilege that studying in Israel Tel Aviv represents—a space where my identity as an Indian-born Musician bridges continents. The university’s commitment to "Music as Global Citizenship" mirrors my own journey from Mumbai to Tel Aviv. With your support, I will bring not only my technical skills but also a deep respect for this city’s complex musical heritage and its hopeful future.
I have attached comprehensive documentation including performance recordings, letters of recommendation from Maestro Giora Feidman (former soloist of the Israel Philharmonic), and detailed research proposals. I would be honored to discuss how my vision aligns with the program’s goals during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter with the seriousness it deserves.
Sincerely,

Amit Sharma
Percussionist & Composer
Mumbai, India
+91 98765 43210 | amit.sharma.music@gmail.com
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