Scholarship Application Letter - Musician
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR MUSICAL EXCELLENCE
Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Visionary Arts Foundation
King Abdullah Economic City, Jeddah
Saudi Arabia
Subject: Application for Full Scholarship to Advance Musical Artistry in Saudi Arabia's Cultural Landscape
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the prestigious International Arts Scholarship Program at the Visionary Arts Foundation in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. As a dedicated musician with over eight years of immersive training and performance experience across diverse global traditions, I seek this transformative opportunity to deepen my musical journey within the culturally vibrant heartland of Saudi Arabia. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an academic pursuit, but a deeply personal commitment to contributing meaningfully to the Kingdom’s evolving artistic renaissance as envisioned under Vision 2030.
My musical path began in childhood with traditional Arabic music studies in my hometown of Cairo, Egypt, where I mastered the oud and engaged deeply with classical Andalusian repertoire. However, it was during a year-long residency at the renowned Berklee College of Music Global Jazz Institute that my passion crystallized into a purpose-driven mission: to bridge ancient Middle Eastern musical heritage with contemporary global expression. This journey has taken me to over 15 countries—from Parisian jazz clubs to Tokyo’s experimental music festivals—where I have performed, composed, and collaborated with artists from diverse backgrounds. My work culminated in the release of *Soulscape*, a critically acclaimed album fusing Arabic maqam scales with jazz improvisation, which was featured at the 2023 Cairo International Music Festival.
My decision to apply for this scholarship in Jeddah is rooted in profound respect for Saudi Arabia’s cultural awakening. Having studied Saudi musicology extensively, I recognize Jeddah as a unique crossroads where ancient Red Sea trade traditions meet modern artistic innovation. The city’s historic Al-Balad district, now a UNESCO Cultural Heritage site, hosts the annual Jeddah Cultural Festival, and institutions like KAUST are pioneering interdisciplinary arts programs. Unlike other Gulf cities that emphasize contemporary development, Jeddah preserves its identity as the "Gate of Makkah" while embracing artistic evolution—a duality I am uniquely positioned to honor. I aim to leverage this scholarship not just for personal growth, but to actively participate in cultivating Jeddah’s emerging music ecosystem through community workshops and cross-generational mentorship.
As a Musician with a specialized focus on ethnomusicology and composition, my proposed project is the Red Sea Harmony Initiative. This initiative seeks to document endangered coastal musical traditions along Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea coastline—particularly from the Hejaz region—and integrate these elements into contemporary compositions. I have already begun collaborating with cultural anthropologists at King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah to identify communities preserving oral musical histories that risk fading with the generation of elder musicians. My research has uncovered fascinating parallels between traditional Al-Rubab (a one-stringed lute) improvisation techniques and modern electronic music production—insights I intend to explore through this scholarship’s resources.
The financial support of this scholarship is pivotal to my mission. Without it, I could not afford the specialized equipment needed for ethnomusicological fieldwork or the studio time required to develop hybrid compositions. The Visionary Arts Foundation’s commitment to nurturing artists who engage deeply with local culture aligns perfectly with my vision. Your foundation’s partnership with Jeddah’s Red Sea Art Center provides an ideal environment for this work, offering access to both traditional instruments housed in their cultural archive and modern recording facilities. This scholarship would enable me to establish a mobile music lab visiting coastal villages—a project impossible without institutional backing.
I am particularly drawn to how Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 is elevating the arts as a national priority. The Kingdom has invested over $1 billion in cultural infrastructure, including the Jeddah Arts District and King Abdullah International Conference Center’s music series. My application reflects this momentum by proposing work directly tied to these initiatives: I will collaborate with the Jeddah Performing Arts Society to develop an educational module on Red Sea musical heritage for school curricula, and I plan to present my findings at the Kingdom’s first national ethnomusicology symposium in 2025. This is not merely academic study; it is about empowering Saudi musicians while honoring their legacy.
My technical expertise includes advanced proficiency in music production software (Ableton Live, Pro Tools), composition across classical, jazz, and world music genres, and fluency in Arabic (with regional dialects). I have previously taught introductory ethnomusicology at the American University in Cairo—demonstrating my ability to communicate complex concepts to diverse audiences. What sets me apart is my commitment to *reciprocity*: I do not seek to impose external artistic models but rather collaborate with Saudi musicians as equal partners. During a recent visit to Jeddah, I worked with local oud master Yasser al-Rashid on a piece blending maqam Hijaz with ambient electronic textures—a project that received praise from the Ministry of Culture’s cultural affairs director.
To illustrate my dedication beyond performance: I have designed a community music program for youth in under-resourced neighborhoods, now being piloted in collaboration with Jeddah’s Municipal Social Development Department. This initiative uses traditional instruments to teach conflict resolution through musical improvisation—a concept inspired by Saudi social values. With the scholarship’s support, I will expand this to five districts across Jeddah within 18 months.
In closing, I ask you not merely for a scholarship, but for an opportunity to become part of Saudi Arabia’s living cultural dialogue in Jeddah—a city where history breathes through its souks and innovation echoes in its new concert halls. My journey as a Musician has been about listening deeply to traditions. Now, I seek the privilege of contributing my skills to ensure those traditions resonate powerfully into tomorrow’s Saudi Arabia.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the Visionary Arts Foundation’s mission and Jeddah’s cultural future during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Amina Hassan
Professional Musician & Ethnomusicology Researcher
Email: amina.hassan.music@gmail.com | Phone: +966 5X XXX XXXX
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/amina-hassan-music | Portfolio: aminahassan.artworks
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