Scholarship Application Letter - Musician
Scholarship Application Letter for Aspiring Musician
Date: October 26, 2023
Committee Members,
Cape Town Music Foundation Scholarship Committee
17 Green Point Road, Cape Town, Western Cape 8005
Subject: Scholarship Application for Excellence in Musical Arts - South Africa Cape Town
Dear Esteemed Members of the Cape Town Music Foundation Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect for South Africa’s vibrant musical heritage and deep personal commitment to artistic excellence that I submit my Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Cape Town Music Foundation Grant. As a dedicated Musician deeply rooted in the cultural fabric of South Africa Cape Town, I seek this opportunity to further develop my craft at an institution that embodies the spirit of innovation and community-driven artistry that defines our city.
My musical journey began amidst the resonant rhythms of Cape Town’s streets. Growing up in Khayelitsha, a neighborhood where music is woven into daily life—from the soulful melodies echoing from township shebeens to the complex harmonies of church choirs—I discovered my voice at age seven. By 15, I was performing at The Bassline in Woodstock and collaborating with local producers on projects blending traditional Cape Malay qawwali with contemporary jazz—a fusion deeply influenced by the city’s unique cultural intersections. This foundation led me to study Music Performance at the University of Cape Town (UCT), where I immersed myself in South Africa’s rich musical ecosystems, from the Cape Town International Jazz Festival to community workshops in District Six.
My work as a Musician transcends performance. In 2021, I co-founded "Harmony Roots," a non-profit initiative that provides free music education to over 150 children in under-resourced communities across Cape Town. We’ve partnered with the City of Cape Town’s Creative Industries Program to deliver workshops where we teach composition using indigenous instruments like the isikhwama (traditional drum) alongside digital production tools. This project, born from my belief that music is a tool for social cohesion in post-apartheid South Africa, has been featured at the Cape Town Festival and supported by local artists like Nduduzo Makhathini. It is not merely a program—it is a testament to how South Africa Cape Town’s musical legacy can empower the next generation.
The Cape Town Music Foundation’s commitment to nurturing artists who contribute meaningfully to our nation’s cultural identity resonates powerfully with my mission. Your recent initiative, "Bridging Traditions," which supports musicians fusing African sounds with global genres, aligns perfectly with my current project: "Oceanic Echoes" —an album exploring the maritime history of Cape Town through Cape Malay folk melodies and electronic fusion. This work examines how the city’s history as a crossroads of cultures shapes its soul, a theme I aim to expand through advanced studies in ethnomusicology and production technology. Yet, to achieve this vision fully, I require access to state-of-the-art facilities like those at the South African Music Academy (SAMA), which your scholarship would facilitate.
Why Cape Town? Because it is not just my home—it is my muse. The city’s artistic energy thrives in places like Green Point’s "Theatre on the Bay," where I’ve performed alongside legends like Madosini, and at the annual Cape Town International Jazz Festival, which draws artists from 30+ countries. This environment has taught me that true artistry must serve community; my Scholarship Application Letter is thus not a request for funding alone, but a pledge to deepen my contribution to South Africa’s cultural narrative. I envision creating an immersive digital archive of Cape Town’s music history—a resource accessible to schools across the province—funded through royalties from "Oceanic Echoes" and workshops organized via the Foundation.
My academic record reflects this dedication. I hold a First-Class Honours in Music Performance from UCT, with a thesis on "Afro-Asian Musical Dialogues in Cape Town." My work has been recognized by the National Arts Council of South Africa, which awarded me the 2022 Emerging Artist Bursary. Beyond grades, my commitment is proven through partnerships: I’ve mentored youth at the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra’s outreach program and co-designed curriculum for a municipal music education initiative. These experiences have solidified my understanding that as a Musician, I am both an artist and a catalyst for change.
The Cape Town Music Foundation’s scholarship would be transformative. It would allow me to complete my Master’s in Music Technology at the University of the Western Cape (UWC), where faculty like Prof. Sibongile Khumalo pioneer research in African electronic music. With this advanced training, I will refine "Oceanic Echoes" into a globally shareable work while developing a curriculum for "Cape Town Soundscape," an online platform teaching South African musical traditions to 10,000+ students annually. This project directly addresses the Foundation’s goal of making music education accessible in South Africa Cape Town and beyond.
In closing, I am not merely applying for a scholarship; I am offering my lifelong dedication to enriching South Africa’s musical legacy. My journey—from Khayelitsha streets to UCT stages—has shown me that Cape Town’s spirit is in its people. As a Musician, I carry that spirit in every note, every workshop, and every collaboration. I am ready to grow under your guidance, ensuring my artistry serves not just my ambition but the collective heartbeat of this city and nation.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the Cape Town Music Foundation’s mission. I have attached all required documentation, including academic transcripts, project proposals, and letters of recommendation from community leaders.
With deep gratitude and artistic resolve,
Thandiwe Nkosi
Cape Town, South Africa
Email: thandiwenkosi@email.com | Phone: +27 83 XXX XXXX
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