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The Scholarship Committee
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25, Maradana Road
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Subject: Formal Scholarship Application for Advanced Musical Studies in Sri Lanka Colombo
To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious International Music Development Fellowship at the Institute of Performing Arts in Colombo. As a dedicated Sri Lankan Musician with over a decade of immersive musical practice, I have meticulously cultivated my craft within the vibrant cultural landscape of Sri Lanka Colombo, and now seek this transformative opportunity to elevate my artistry to new heights while contributing meaningfully to our nation's musical heritage.
My journey as a Musician began at the tender age of seven when I first encountered the intricate rhythms of traditional Sri Lankan drumming at Kandy's renowned Sihala-English School. Growing up in Colombo's culturally rich Pettah district, I was immersed in a tapestry of musical influences—from the soulful melodies of Sinhala folk songs to contemporary jazz fusion. This early exposure ignited a lifelong passion that has driven me through rigorous training at the Music Teachers' Association of Sri Lanka and performance engagements across 23 venues throughout Colombo. My commitment to musical excellence earned me the "Young Cultural Ambassador Award" from the Ministry of Cultural Affairs in 2019, and I have since performed as lead percussionist for the National Symphony Orchestra during Colombo's annual International Music Festival.
As a Musician deeply rooted in Sri Lankan traditions yet embracing global artistic dialogues, I have dedicated myself to preserving our cultural heritage while innovating within contemporary contexts. My recent composition "Kandyan Rhythms Reimagined" was premiered at the Lionel Wendt Theatre—a cornerstone of Colombo's arts scene—and received critical acclaim for its fusion of traditional drumming with electronic elements. This work exemplifies my vision: honoring Sri Lanka Colombo's musical legacy while creating pathways for future generations to engage with it in fresh, relevant ways.
The financial barriers to advanced musical education in Sri Lanka remain formidable, particularly for artists pursuing interdisciplinary approaches that bridge tradition and innovation. As a Musician from a modest household in Dehiwala—a suburb of Colombo—I have relied on part-time teaching and performance gigs to sustain my practice. The cost of specialized equipment, travel for collaborative projects with global musicians, and tuition fees for advanced composition studies has created significant obstacles. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an academic request but a lifeline enabling me to fully commit to artistic growth without compromising my financial stability or creative vision.
With this scholarship, I envision completing a specialized program in Ethnomusicology at the Institute of Performing Arts, focusing on digital archiving of Sri Lankan folk music traditions. This initiative directly addresses a critical gap in our cultural preservation efforts—while Colombo remains the epicenter of Sri Lanka's artistic innovation, traditional musical knowledge risks fragmentation without systematic documentation. My project will collaborate with elders from rural communities to create an accessible digital repository, ensuring that Colombo's cultural institutions can integrate authentic heritage into contemporary education frameworks.
My proposed curriculum extends beyond technical skill development: I plan to establish the "Colombo Sound Lab," a community studio within the Institute's premises where emerging musicians from underprivileged backgrounds in Colombo can experiment with fusion genres using donated equipment. This initiative will directly serve Sri Lanka's national goal of making arts education accessible across socioeconomic divides, as outlined in the 2021 National Cultural Policy. The scholarship would fund both my advanced studies and the lab's operational startup costs, creating a sustainable model for community engagement that I've already begun testing through pop-up workshops at Colombo's Bandarawela Youth Center.
What distinguishes this Scholarship Application Letter is its alignment with Sri Lanka Colombo's strategic vision for cultural diplomacy. The Institute of Performing Arts has recently partnered with UNESCO on the "Living Heritage" initiative, and my project directly supports this framework by making intangible cultural assets tangible through technology. As a Musician who has performed at the Colombo International Jazz Festival and collaborated with Ghanaian percussionists during Sri Lanka's Cultural Exchange Week, I possess proven ability to navigate cross-cultural artistic collaborations—skills that will enrich the Institute's global partnerships.
My academic record reflects this dedication: a 3.8 GPA in Music Theory from the University of Colombo, where I graduated with honors while managing a full performance schedule. My recommendation letters from Professor Ravi Fernando (Head of Department, University of Peradeniya) and Ms. Chitra Perera (Director, Sri Lanka National Theatre) affirm my technical mastery and leadership potential. However, what truly defines me is my commitment to using music as social catalyst—evidenced by organizing free concerts at Colombo's homeless shelters during the pandemic, reaching over 1,200 community members.
I have carefully researched how this scholarship will transform my trajectory. The program's focus on "Cultural Sustainability Through Technology" directly complements my work, while the Institute's location in Colombo provides unparalleled access to Sri Lanka's artistic ecosystem—ranging from the National Archives' music collection to live venues like The Jazz House and Sita Theater. This proximity is essential for my preservation project, which requires frequent fieldwork across Colombo District.
Having witnessed how music has bridged divides during Sri Lanka's complex social landscape—from post-tsunami healing ceremonies in Galle to youth engagement initiatives in Colombo's marginalized neighborhoods—I understand this scholarship represents more than personal advancement. It is an investment in the future of Sri Lankan cultural identity, with tangible outcomes for communities throughout Colombo and beyond. As a Musician who has stood on stages from Kandy to Kuala Lumpur, I am ready to channel this opportunity into creating art that reflects our nation's soul while pushing its boundaries.
I respectfully request the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the Institute's mission during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter and for championing the vital role of Musician-led cultural innovation in Sri Lanka Colombo. I eagerly await the possibility of contributing to our nation's artistic legacy as a beneficiary of this esteemed scholarship.
Sincerely,

[Your Full Name]
Aspiring Musician & Cultural Innovator
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