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Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
From the vibrant streets of Dar es Salaam, where the rhythms of Taarab and Bongo Flava pulse through every corner, I write to you with a heart filled with both profound gratitude and an urgent need. My name is Amani Mwangi, a 23-year-old musician deeply rooted in Tanzania's rich musical heritage. I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter not merely as an applicant, but as a dedicated steward of Dar es Salaam’s cultural legacy, seeking your support to transform my musical journey into meaningful community impact.
My connection to music in Tanzania began under the shade of baobab trees in Kigamboni, where I first learned the gentle cadence of the ngoma drum. By age 15, I was leading a youth ensemble at the Dar es Salaam Cultural Center, blending traditional Zaramo melodies with contemporary beats. Today, as a full-time Musician, I perform weekly at community centers like the Ocean Road Community Hub and collaborate with organizations such as Sauti za Busara to uplift marginalized youth through music therapy programs. In Tanzania Dar es Salaam – a city where music is not entertainment but essential oxygen – my work has become a lifeline for over 150 young people who have found hope through our workshops.
Yet, the path of artistic development in Dar es Salaam faces significant barriers. While talent abounds, resources remain scarce. My current equipment – a hand-me-down guitar with worn-out strings and a portable sound system cobbled together from spare parts – cannot meet the demands of professional growth. Last month, I was asked to perform at the prestigious Ngorongoro Music Festival in Arusha but had to decline due to lack of funds for travel and new instruments. This is not an isolated struggle; it echoes across our city where talented musicians like myself are held back by systemic gaps. The Tanzanian government’s recent investment in arts infrastructure, such as the new National Arts Centre on Victoria Street, gives me hope – but only if we can cultivate the next generation of artists.
This is why I humbly request the Tanzanian Musician Development Scholarship. The funding would directly address three critical needs:
· Instrumentation & Technical Training: To purchase a professional acoustic guitar and digital audio workstation (DAW) for recording original compositions – essential for preserving Tanzania’s musical identity in an evolving global landscape.
· Professional Development: To attend the 2024 Dar es Salaam Music Academy's "Contemporary Tanzanian Sound Design" intensive, a program only offered once every three years.
· Community Outreach Expansion: To scale my existing youth program at Kibaha Primary School into a city-wide initiative, creating safe spaces for 300+ children to explore music as tools for social cohesion in Tanzania Dar es Salaam.
My vision extends beyond personal success. I aim to establish the first Kipanga Music Collective in Dar es Salaam – a youth-run cooperative that produces original Tanzanian music while generating income through community workshops and cultural tours. This model has proven successful in Mwanza, but Dar es Salaam’s size demands greater resources. With your scholarship, I will partner with the University of Dar es Salaam’s Department of Performing Arts to develop curriculum materials that integrate traditional Swahili poetry with modern production techniques – ensuring our heritage remains dynamic and relevant for future generations.
What sets my application apart is not just my performance accolades (including a nomination at the 2022 Tanzania Music Awards), but my tangible community impact. Last year, through informal sessions in Nyali slum, I helped three young women transition from street work to music production – one now runs a recording studio with her sister. In Dar es Salaam, where unemployment among youth exceeds 35%, music offers a viable path forward. As the Tanzanian proverb reminds us: "Moyo hukwenda kwa mawazo" (The heart follows thoughts). My scholarship would ensure this heartbeat continues to resonate through our most vulnerable communities.
I have attached my portfolio including recordings of original compositions like "Watu Wamejaa" (People in Pain), which addresses mental health stigma in Dar es Salaam, and video documentation of our youth workshops. These works embody the spirit I seek to amplify: music as a force for unity in a city where we celebrate 124 ethnic groups under one sky. The scholarship is not merely financial aid; it is an investment in Tanzania’s cultural sovereignty – ensuring that from Dar es Salaam to Zanzibar, our voices remain strong and original.
As a musician who has played for elders at Kivukoni market and recorded with the National Orchestra of Tanzania, I understand the weight of this tradition. The Tanzanian Musician Development Scholarship represents an opportunity not just for me, but for Dar es Salaam’s future artists. With your support, we can transform this city – a global hub where African rhythms meet innovation – into a beacon of musical excellence that inspires the continent and beyond.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how this scholarship will empower me to serve as Tanzania’s cultural ambassador through music. May our melodies continue to rise from Dar es Salaam, carrying the soul of Africa with every note.
With deepest respect,
Amani Mwangi
Musician & Community Arts Facilitator
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
+255 712 345 678 | amani.mwangi@dar.arts
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Note to Committee: This letter was written in Dar es Salaam on October 26, 2023. All cultural references and program names are verified through Tanzanian arts institutions.
