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Scholarship Application Letter
For Advanced Nursing Education in United States Miami
June 15, 2024
Dr. Evelyn Thompson
Director of Scholarship Programs
Miami Healthcare Excellence Foundation
1200 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 100
Miami, FL 33132
Subject: Scholarship Application for Advanced Nursing Education in United States Miami
Dear Dr. Thompson and Scholarship Committee,
As a dedicated Registered Nurse with seven years of clinical experience serving diverse communities across Miami-Dade County, I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Miami Healthcare Excellence Scholarship. This prestigious Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a transformative catalyst for my professional journey as a Nurse committed to advancing healthcare equity in the vibrant tapestry of United States Miami.
My nursing career began at Jackson Memorial Hospital, where I honed my clinical skills in the high-acuity Emergency Department. Today, as a Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) candidate at Mercy Hospital’s Community Health Center in Little Havana, I witness daily how systemic barriers disproportionately affect Miami’s immigrant populations and underserved neighborhoods. The United States Miami landscape—where 70% of residents are foreign-born—demands culturally competent healthcare providers who understand the unique intersection of language, tradition, and medical needs. My current role involves managing diabetes and hypertension in Spanish-speaking communities with limited health literacy, yet I recognize that sustainable change requires advanced clinical expertise beyond my current scope. This is why I seek this scholarship to pursue a Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) with a focus on Community Health at the University of Miami’s Miller School of Medicine.
The decision to train in United States Miami is deeply intentional. The city’s unique demographic mosaic—from Cuban-American elders in Little Havana to Haitian refugees in Liberty City—creates an unparalleled learning environment for culturally responsive nursing practice. The University of Miami’s emphasis on community-engaged research, particularly its partnership with the Florida International University (FIU) Center for Health Equity, aligns precisely with my vision to develop trauma-informed care models for immigrant populations. Unlike generic nursing programs, Miami’s academic institutions offer direct immersion in the challenges I face daily: navigating Medicaid barriers, addressing vaccine hesitancy in rural South Dade communities, and bridging gaps between traditional healers and Western medicine. This scholarship would empower me to learn from faculty who are actively transforming care delivery across South Florida.
My professional trajectory demonstrates a steadfast commitment to Miami’s healthcare ecosystem. I spearheaded a free blood pressure screening initiative at the Little Havana Senior Center, reaching over 300 uninsured residents in six months and securing partnerships with local clinics for ongoing care. I also co-developed a bilingual diabetes education curriculum adopted by three community health centers—proving that culturally tailored interventions reduce hospital readmissions by 22% (as evidenced in my capstone project). Yet, to scale this impact, I need advanced training in population health analytics and policy advocacy—a gap this scholarship would fill. The tuition assistance would alleviate $18,000 in student debt accumulated from my BSN program, allowing me to focus entirely on clinical rotations at Miami’s Community Health Centers rather than working two jobs.
What sets this scholarship apart is its transformative potential for the communities I serve. As a Nurse who grew up in a South Miami housing project, I understand how education breaks cycles of poverty. My grandmother’s preventable death from undiagnosed hypertension in 2010 ignited my mission: to ensure no family endures that pain again. With this scholarship, I will develop a mobile health unit targeting the "healthcare desert" of West Miami-Dade—where 40% of residents lack primary care access—using telehealth platforms and community health workers trained in cultural humility. My goal is not merely to earn an MSN but to become a leader who shapes Miami’s healthcare infrastructure through evidence-based advocacy, directly addressing the urgent need for 15,000 additional nurses in South Florida by 2030 (per the Florida Center for Nursing).
The Miami Healthcare Excellence Foundation’s legacy of investing in local talent resonates deeply with my values. I admire how your previous scholars launched initiatives like the "Migrant Health Navigator Program" at Jackson Hospital, which improved prenatal care access for 2,500 undocumented mothers. Your organization doesn’t just fund degrees—you cultivate change-makers who remain rooted in United States Miami. This scholarship represents a partnership of mutual investment: you equip me with tools to elevate community health, and I commit to giving back through volunteer teaching at the University of Miami’s nursing outreach program for high school students from underserved neighborhoods.
My clinical philosophy is grounded in Miami’s spirit of resilience and diversity. When Hurricane Irma struck in 2017, I spent three days caring for displaced families at a makeshift clinic in a public school—witnessing how healthcare access becomes a lifeline during crises. This experience solidified my belief that nursing must evolve beyond clinical care to address social determinants. The MSN program’s required course on "Health Policy in Urban Settings" will equip me to advocate for Medicaid expansion and mobile health funding at the Florida State Capitol, ensuring policies reflect Miami’s reality.
I am prepared to contribute immediately as a scholar and future leader. My current role includes mentoring nursing students from Miami Dade College—many first-generation college attendees like myself—and I will continue this work in the MSN program by leading workshops on cultural humility for 200+ student nurses annually. I have also secured commitments from two community health centers to host my clinical practicum, ensuring my education directly serves Miami’s needs.
In closing, this Scholarship Application Letter is a testament to my unwavering dedication to nursing in the heart of South Florida. I have not sought this opportunity lightly; I have meticulously aligned my goals with Miami’s healthcare challenges and the Foundation’s mission. With your support, I will transform from a clinician who treats patients into an architect of equitable systems—proving that in United States Miami, where diversity is our greatest strength, healthcare can be both compassionate and just.
Sincerely,
Maria Garcia, RN, BSN
Family Nurse Practitioner Candidate
Mercy Hospital Community Health Center | Miami, FL
Cell: (305) 555-0192 | Email: maria.garcia@mercyhealthmiami.org
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