Scholarship Application Letter: Occupational Therapist Program in Algiers, Algeria
Scholarship Application Letter for Advanced Occupational Therapy Studies at the University of Algiers
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee Members,
My name is Amel Benali, and I am writing with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious International Scholarship in Occupational Therapy at the University of Algiers’ Faculty of Medicine. As a dedicated healthcare professional deeply committed to advancing rehabilitation services in Algeria, I seek this opportunity to pursue advanced studies that will directly empower me to address critical gaps in occupational therapy (OT) provision across our nation’s capital, Algiers. This scholarship represents not merely an academic pursuit but a vital step toward transforming accessible, culturally competent rehabilitation care for vulnerable Algerian communities.
I have spent the past five years working as a community health worker with the Ministry of Health’s National Program for Persons with Disabilities in Algiers. My daily interactions with individuals navigating post-stroke recovery, spinal cord injuries, and chronic conditions revealed a stark reality: while Algeria has made significant strides in public health infrastructure, specialized occupational therapy services remain critically underdeveloped outside major urban centers. In Algiers alone—home to over 4 million residents—the ratio of licensed Occupational Therapists to population is estimated at 1:250,000, far below the WHO-recommended 1:50,000. This scarcity directly impacts accessibility for low-income families in districts like Bab Ezzouar and El Harrach, where my community work has been based. I have witnessed firsthand how the absence of OT interventions impedes patients’ ability to regain independence in daily living skills—whether preparing meals, managing household tasks, or participating in social life. These experiences crystallized my resolve to become an Occupational Therapist capable of driving systemic change within Algeria’s healthcare ecosystem.
My academic journey has been meticulously aligned with this mission. I graduated with honors (GPA: 3.8/4.0) from the University of Algiers’ School of Public Health, where I specialized in community health and disability studies. My undergraduate thesis, "Barriers to Rehabilitation Services for Elderly Algerians in Urban Settings," analyzed data from 200+ households across Algiers and concluded that cultural misunderstandings and service fragmentation—not merely financial constraints—were primary obstacles. This research ignited my commitment to occupational therapy as the bridge between clinical care and cultural context. To deepen my foundational knowledge, I completed a certificate in Neurological Rehabilitation at the Algerian Institute of Health Sciences (2022), focusing on evidence-based OT techniques for stroke recovery adapted to Algerian living environments—a practice I now implement in community workshops.
What distinguishes my application is my unwavering focus on Algeria-specific needs. Occupational Therapy, as defined by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT), emphasizes enabling participation in meaningful activities within one’s cultural context. In Algiers, this means designing interventions that honor family-centric care structures, respect religious practices (such as prayer times and modesty requirements), and accommodate home environments where multi-generational living is common. For instance, I recently developed an OT program for women post-cesarean delivery in the Bab El Oued district that integrated traditional Algerian support networks (e.g., *mama* figures) into recovery plans—resulting in a 40% increase in patient adherence to therapeutic exercises. This work exemplifies how Occupational Therapists can innovate within Algeria’s unique socio-cultural landscape, rather than importing Western models wholesale.
The advanced training offered by the University of Algiers’ OT program is precisely what I require to scale this impact. The curriculum’s emphasis on "Community-Based Rehabilitation in Mediterranean Contexts" and partnerships with hospitals like Mustapha Pacha (Algiers’ largest teaching hospital) directly aligns with my goal to establish a mobile OT clinic serving underserved neighborhoods. However, as a first-generation university graduate from a modest household in Algiers’ outskirts, I face significant financial barriers to pursuing this degree without assistance. The proposed scholarship would cover 100% of tuition and essential clinical materials—resources I cannot otherwise access—and eliminate the need for my family to divert scarce funds from my younger siblings’ education. This support is not merely personal; it is an investment in Algeria’s future healthcare resilience.
Upon completion of this program, I will immediately implement a dual-track strategy in Algiers: first, training 50 community health workers across five districts to deliver basic OT interventions under my supervision (addressing the immediate shortage), and second, collaborating with the Ministry of Health to draft Algeria’s first national guidelines for culturally adapted OT practice. My long-term vision includes founding an OT center at the University of Algiers that partners with local artisans—such as those in Algiers’ historic *souk* districts—to develop accessible adaptive tools (e.g., modified kitchen utensils for individuals with arthritis), fostering both clinical innovation and economic opportunity within the community.
I am deeply inspired by Algeria’s National Strategy for Persons with Disabilities (2016–2030), which explicitly recognizes rehabilitation as a cornerstone of social inclusion. As an Occupational Therapist, I will be a catalyst for this vision in Algiers—a city where I have lived, learned, and served my entire life. The scholarship committee’s investment in my education will yield tangible returns: not only for me as an individual but for every Algerian family whose loved one regains the dignity of independence through tailored occupational therapy services.
I am confident that my grassroots experience, academic rigor, and unshakeable commitment to Algeria’s healthcare advancement position me as a worthy candidate. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my proposed initiatives align with the University of Algiers’ mission during an interview. Thank you for considering this application; I eagerly await your positive response.
Sincerely,
Amel Benali
Algiers, Algeria
Email: amel.benali@univ-alger.dz | Phone: +213 555 123 456
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