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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR OPHTHALMOLOGIST TRAINING IN IVORY COAST ABIDJAN
October 26, 2023
Global Health Scholarship Committee
International Eye Care Foundation
New York, NY 10001
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee Members,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the prestigious Global Vision Health Scholarship, specifically designed to support specialized ophthalmological training in underserved regions of Africa. As a dedicated medical professional currently completing my residency in Ophthalmology at University Hospital of Dakar, Senegal, I have meticulously prepared this Scholarship Application Letter to articulate how this opportunity will empower me to serve the critical eye care needs of Ivory Coast Abidjan—a city where 1.5 million residents face preventable blindness due to inadequate ophthalmic resources.
My journey toward becoming an Ophthalmologist began during my medical studies in Burkina Faso, where I witnessed firsthand the devastating impact of untreated cataracts and diabetic retinopathy among rural communities. This experience ignited a lifelong commitment to vision restoration. My clinical residency at Dakar University Hospital provided advanced surgical training in phacoemulsification, glaucoma management, and pediatric ophthalmology—skills directly applicable to addressing Ivory Coast's most pressing eye health challenges. However, I recognize that technical expertise alone cannot transform systems; it requires context-specific cultural understanding and sustainable infrastructure development—exactly what this scholarship enables me to cultivate in Abidjan.
Abidjan, as the economic capital of Ivory Coast with a population exceeding 5 million, presents a paradox of opportunity and crisis. Despite being the nation's primary healthcare hub, eye care services remain dangerously fragmented. According to World Health Organization data, only 10% of ophthalmologists serve the entire country's population (60 million), resulting in an ophthalmologist-to-patient ratio of 1:600,000—far below the recommended 1:5,587 ratio for developing nations. In Abidjan alone, over 25% of blindness cases could be prevented with timely intervention. This scholarship represents a lifeline to bridge this gap through specialized training at the renowned University Hospital of Abidjan (CHU Yopougon), where I intend to complete my fellowship under Dr. Adjoa Koffi, a leading advocate for mobile eye clinics in West Africa.
My proposed training focuses on three critical pillars directly responsive to Abidjan's needs: First, implementing low-cost community screening programs targeting diabetes-induced vision loss—a condition affecting 15% of Abidjan's adult population. Second, mastering cataract surgery techniques optimized for resource-limited settings, including portable equipment use and staff training for rural outreach. Third, developing teleophthalmology protocols to connect Abidjan's tertiary center with peripheral health posts across the city's underserved districts like Adjame and Anyama. These initiatives align precisely with Ivory Coast's National Eye Health Plan 2025, which prioritizes reducing preventable blindness by 30% through specialized workforce development.
What distinguishes my approach is my dual commitment to both clinical excellence and community engagement. In Senegal, I co-founded "Vision for All," a student-led initiative that trained 120 community health workers in basic eye screening—a model I intend to replicate in Abidjan. This scholarship would fund not just my training but also essential equipment like portable slit lamps and retinal cameras needed for fieldwork. Crucially, it would enable me to integrate cultural humility into care: understanding local beliefs about blindness (e.g., some communities view it as divine punishment) is as vital as surgical skill for effective treatment uptake. My fluency in French, English, and Baoulé—a primary language of Abidjan's Ivorian population—positions me to build trust where it matters most.
My long-term vision extends beyond personal achievement to systemic change. Within five years post-fellowship, I plan to establish the "Abidjan Eye Care Network," a hub linking urban hospitals with rural clinics through mobile units. This network will train 50 community health workers annually and implement AI-assisted screening tools—technologies recently piloted at CHU Yopougon but requiring scaled investment. The scholarship's mentorship component under Dr. Koffi would provide critical guidance on navigating Ivory Coast's healthcare bureaucracy to secure sustainable funding for this initiative. My goal isn't merely to work in Abidjan as an Ophthalmologist, but to catalyze a self-sustaining eye care ecosystem where blindness prevention becomes routine rather than rare.
Ivory Coast has placed its trust in global partnerships through initiatives like the Africa Vision 2025 campaign, and I am honored to apply for this scholarship as an embodiment of that partnership. My application represents more than a personal pursuit—it is a commitment to honor Ivory Coast's investment in human capital by transforming Abidjan into a beacon of accessible eye care for all West African nations. The $48,000 requested will cover tuition, clinical equipment, and 12 months of living expenses at CHU Yopougon, with all funds meticulously documented via our institution's financial oversight committee.
Having dedicated my career to the belief that sight is a fundamental human right—not a privilege—I pledge to leverage this scholarship not just for my growth, but as a catalyst for Abidjan's health transformation. I have attached comprehensive documentation including letters of recommendation from my residency director, curriculum vitae detailing 320+ cataract procedures performed, and a feasibility study for the proposed eye care network. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how this Scholarship Application Letter translates into tangible outcomes for Ivory Coast Abidjan during an interview at your earliest convenience.
With deep respect for your mission and unwavering commitment to vision health, I thank you for considering my application. Together, we can ensure that every resident of Abidjan—regardless of income or location—can see the future they deserve.
Sincerely,
Dr. Amara Kouassi
Resident Ophthalmologist | University Hospital of Dakar, Senegal
Email: amara.kouassi@ophthalmology-ivorycoast.org | Phone: +221 77 123 4567
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