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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
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Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Nigeria Eye Health Foundation
Abuja National Capital Territory
Nigeria
Subject: Formal Application for Ophthalmology Scholarship to Advance Eye Care in Nigeria Abuja
To the Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect and unwavering commitment to transforming eye healthcare across our nation, I am submitting this formal Scholarship Application Letter for consideration in your prestigious Ophthalmology Advanced Training Scholarship Program. As a dedicated medical professional with over five years of clinical experience in Nigeria's tertiary healthcare facilities, I have identified Abuja as the strategic epicenter for addressing the critical eye health crisis that disproportionately affects our nation's urban and rural populations. My application embodies not just personal ambition, but a mission to strengthen ophthalmic services within Nigeria Abuja through specialized training made possible by this vital scholarship.
Having completed my MBBS at the University of Ibadan and internship at the Federal Medical Centre, Abuja, I witnessed firsthand the overwhelming burden placed on our eye care system. In 2021 alone, Abuja's National Eye Centre reported over 45,000 patients with preventable visual impairment – a statistic that propelled my decision to specialize as an Ophthalmologist. My postgraduate work at the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital (UNTH) in Enugu exposed me to complex cataract and diabetic retinopathy cases, yet the scarcity of advanced surgical training opportunities here in Nigeria Abuja compelled me to seek international exposure. I recognize that without specialized training, my ability to serve the 2.4 million residents of Abuja's National Capital Territory – including vulnerable communities in Garki, Wuse, and Jabi districts – remains severely constrained.
This scholarship represents a transformative opportunity to acquire advanced surgical skills under world-class mentorship at institutions renowned for ophthalmic innovation. I am particularly drawn to your program's emphasis on community-based eye care delivery models, which aligns perfectly with my vision for Abuja. The capital city faces unique challenges: rapid urbanization has created eye health deserts in peri-urban settlements, while the concentration of government institutions requires specialized services for civil servants and diplomats. My goal is to establish a mobile ophthalmology unit serving underserved communities in Abuja's satellite towns – a model that would directly address the 68% of Nigerians living in rural areas with no access to eye care facilities, according to WHO 2023 data.
My clinical experience has equipped me with foundational surgical competencies, including phacoemulsification and vitreous surgery. However, mastering advanced techniques like femtosecond laser-assisted cataract surgery and retinal detachment repair – skills I plan to acquire through this scholarship – is essential for reducing Abuja's current 35% avoidable blindness rate among adults over 40 years. The training would also include tele-ophthalmology modules, which are critical for extending my reach to remote communities beyond Abuja's immediate vicinity. Having managed a screening program in Gwagwalada that identified 1,200 undiagnosed diabetic retinopathy cases, I understand how technology can bridge geographical barriers in our healthcare landscape.
What distinguishes this Scholarship Application Letter is my concrete post-training implementation plan for Abuja. Upon completion of the program, I will collaborate with the Abuja State Ministry of Health to integrate my skills into the existing primary eye care network. I have already secured preliminary support from three public health centers in Kwali Local Government Area – a region where cataract surgery rates are 70% below national averages. My proposal includes: (1) establishing a low-cost retinal imaging hub at the Abuja University Teaching Hospital, (2) training 15 community health workers in basic eye screenings, and (3) developing culturally sensitive patient education materials addressing prevalent myths about eye care in Nigerian communities. This plan directly supports Nigeria's National Eye Health Policy 2021-2030, which prioritizes Abuja as a pilot city for innovative eye care delivery.
My commitment to Nigeria Abuja extends beyond clinical practice. I have volunteered with the Nigerian Ophthalmological Society's "Sight for All" initiative since 2020, organizing free screening camps in Abuja's informal settlements. During these initiatives, I observed how poverty and misinformation prevent over 65% of patients from seeking timely care – a barrier I aim to dismantle through community engagement. The scholarship will empower me to develop sustainable solutions rather than temporary interventions. As an Ophthalmologist, I understand that true impact requires addressing systemic gaps: in Abuja, this means advocating for insurance coverage expansion for eye procedures and lobbying for increased allocation of federal health funds to ophthalmology services.
The financial dimension is equally critical. Without this scholarship, my advanced training would require an estimated $85,000 – an insurmountable barrier given Nigeria's average physician salary of ₦25 million annually. This scholarship represents not just educational investment but a strategic partnership in building our nation's health infrastructure. I am prepared to commit to 12 years of service in Abuja upon completion, with the first two years dedicated to intensive training at designated partner hospitals before transitioning into community-based practice.
I have attached my CV detailing clinical work, academic achievements, and letters of support from Dr. Amina Hassan (Director, National Eye Centre) and Prof. Chukwuma Okafor (Head of Ophthalmology, ABU Zaria). These documents validate my clinical competence and passion for service in Nigeria Abuja. What truly sets me apart is my understanding that ophthalmic care is not merely technical skill, but a profound responsibility to preserve the gift of sight – the most vital sense for education, livelihoods, and dignity.
As Nigeria's capital city navigates its development trajectory toward Vision 2030, eye health must be central to our progress. This scholarship is not merely an opportunity for me; it is an investment in Abuja's future where every child can learn to read, every farmer can tend his fields without fear of blindness, and every elderly citizen retains the joy of seeing their grandchildren's faces. I am ready to bring the highest international standards of care back to Nigeria Abuja – and I humbly request your support in making this vision a reality.
Respectfully submitted,
[Your Signature]
[Your Full Name]
Ophthalmology Resident Physician | University of Abuja Teaching Hospital
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