Scholarship Application Letter - Optometry Studies in Indonesia Jakarta
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR OPTOMETRY EDUCATION
May 15, 2024
Selection Committee
Scholarship Foundation for Healthcare Excellence
Jakarta, Indonesia
Subject: Comprehensive Scholarship Application for Optometry Program at Universitas Indonesia, Jakarta
Dear Esteemed Selection Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to apply for the Healthcare Excellence Scholarship to pursue my Doctor of Optometry (O.D.) degree at Universitas Indonesia's Faculty of Medicine in the vibrant capital city of Indonesia Jakarta. As a dedicated student from East Jakarta who has personally witnessed the critical need for specialized eye care services across our nation, I am committed to becoming a skilled Optometrist who will serve Indonesia's growing population with compassionate, evidence-based vision care.
My journey toward optometry began during my high school years when I volunteered at the Community Eye Care Clinic in Cipete, South Jakarta. There, I observed firsthand how preventable vision problems disproportionately affect underprivileged families in Jakarta's dense urban neighborhoods. One elderly woman who could not afford glasses for her cataracts remarked: "My grandchildren have bright futures, but I cannot see them grow." This moment crystallized my purpose—I must become an Optometrist equipped to deliver accessible eye care throughout Indonesia Jakarta and beyond. The statistics are alarming: Indonesia faces a shortage of 25,000 optometrists for a population exceeding 273 million people (WHO, 2023), with Jakarta alone requiring over 1,800 additional professionals to meet current demand (Indonesian Ministry of Health Report).
Academically, I graduated as valedictorian from SMA Negeri 8 Jakarta with a perfect score in biology and physics—subjects that form the foundation of optometric science. During my final year, I conducted research on digital eye strain among Jakarta's youth (a problem affecting 68% of students according to our local survey), publishing findings in the Journal of Indonesian Public Health. My undergraduate thesis on "Accessibility Barriers to Optometric Services in Jakarta's Peri-Urban Communities" earned me the Faculty of Medicine's Outstanding Research Award. I also completed 300 hours of clinical observation at Eye Hospital Bogor, where I learned to conduct comprehensive eye exams and manage common conditions like myopia progression—a critical concern given Jakarta's rising childhood myopia rate of 42% (National Eye Health Survey, 2023).
What distinguishes me as a candidate is my deep understanding of Indonesia Jakarta's unique healthcare landscape. Unlike many international students, I have lived through the challenges of our nation's eye care system: navigating overcrowded public clinics, witnessing families travel hours for basic screenings, and observing how cultural factors influence treatment adherence. My proposed curriculum at Universitas Indonesia specifically targets these gaps—I plan to specialize in pediatric optometry and low-vision rehabilitation for Jakarta's elderly population (over 7 million by 2030). I will integrate community-based learning through partnerships with the Jakarta Health Office's Mobile Eye Clinic program, ensuring my training directly addresses local needs.
Financially, this Scholarship Application Letter must emphasize why support is essential. My family operates a modest food stall in Tanah Abang Market where we earn approximately IDR 4 million monthly (less than $270 USD). While I secured partial funding through Jakarta's KIP scholarship, it covers only 60% of tuition costs for the O.D. program—leaving me unable to afford essential clinical equipment, textbooks, and travel expenses for rural fieldwork in West Java. This scholarship would enable me to focus fully on mastering advanced techniques like corneal topography and low-vision devices without financial distraction. As a future Optometrist in Indonesia Jakarta, I would not burden my family with debt while training to serve those most vulnerable.
My vision extends far beyond graduation. Within five years of becoming an Optometrist in Jakarta, I will launch "Pandangan Berkah" (Blessed Vision) clinics—mobile units serving 500+ low-income families monthly across East Jakarta. These clinics will integrate tele-ophthalmology with the National Health Insurance system (BPJS), providing screenings for diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma in community centers. I've already secured preliminary partnerships with Jl. Senopati Community House and Pemerintah Kota Jakarta Selatan to pilot this model. Long-term, I aim to establish Jakarta's first dedicated optometric training hub for rural practitioners, addressing the national shortage that leaves 75% of villages without qualified eye care personnel (Indonesia Optometry Association).
Why Universitas Indonesia? It is Indonesia's premier medical university with a century of excellence in eye health education. Its Faculty of Medicine boasts the country's only accredited optometry program, featuring state-of-the-art simulation labs and partnerships with Ciputra Eye Center in South Jakarta. The program's emphasis on community engagement—through initiatives like "Eye Health for Every Village"—aligns perfectly with my mission to make vision care a universal right across Indonesia Jakarta. I've visited their campus and spoken with Dr. Rina Sari, Head of the Optometry Department, who confirmed that my research focus would contribute significantly to their ongoing urban eye health project in Kota Tangerang.
Indonesia Jakarta represents both the challenge and opportunity for transformative eye care. As we celebrate our nation's 79th independence year, I am determined to be part of a generation that ensures every child in Jakarta can see the future clearly. This scholarship is not merely financial aid—it is an investment in Indonesia's health sovereignty, empowering me to become an Optometrist who serves with cultural intelligence and scientific rigor. Having witnessed my grandmother lose her sight to untreated cataracts at age 65, I know that every lens correction we provide rebuilds lives.
I have attached all required documents: academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Dr. Bambang (Eye Hospital Bogor) and Mrs. Suryani (Head of Cipete Community Clinic), my research publications, and a detailed budget proposal showing how funds will be utilized exclusively for educational expenses.
Thank you for considering my application to join the next cohort of Indonesian Optometrists who will heal sight across Jakarta's 10.7 million residents and beyond. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my community-centered approach aligns with your foundation's mission during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Adi Wijaya
Address: Jl. Kramat Raya No. 103, Jakarta Pusat, DKI Jakarta
Email: adiwijayaoptometry@unindonesia.ac.id | Phone: +62 812-3456-7890
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