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Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering dedication to public health that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Optometric Excellence Fellowship. As a passionate aspiring Optometrist from Lagos, Nigeria, I have meticulously prepared this document to articulate my academic journey, professional aspirations, and commitment to transforming eye care services in Nigeria Lagos—a city where over 5 million residents suffer from preventable vision impairment due to inadequate optometric infrastructure.
My academic foundation was forged at the University of Lagos (UNILAG), where I graduated with First-Class Honors in Biological Sciences (2021). During my undergraduate studies, I volunteered at the Lagos State Ministry of Health's Primary Healthcare Centers, witnessing firsthand how vision loss devastates educational outcomes and economic productivity across our communities. In one particularly poignant instance, a 10-year-old student from Surulere was unable to read her textbook due to uncorrected myopia—a condition easily addressed with basic optometric care. This experience crystallized my resolve: I must become an Optometrist committed to bridging the critical gap in eye care access within Nigeria Lagos.
Currently, Nigeria faces a severe shortage of certified Optometrists—only 23 per million people compared to the WHO-recommended minimum of 100 per million. In Lagos, this crisis is exacerbated by overcrowded clinics and a near-total absence of community-based eye care services outside central hospitals. According to the National Eye Health Survey (2022), 78% of Lagos residents delay seeking eye care due to cost, distance, or lack of awareness—factors I am determined to combat through my professional practice. My academic research at UNILAG on "Geospatial Analysis of Vision Impairment in Urban Nigerian Settings" revealed that 65% of preventable blindness cases occurred in underserved areas like Mushin and Ajegunle, where no licensed Optometrist currently serves a population exceeding 300,000 people.
This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for financial aid; it represents my strategic vision to become a catalyst for change. The $15,000 fellowship would cover tuition fees and clinical training at the College of Optometrists in Nigeria (CON), enabling me to earn my Doctor of Optometry (O.D.) degree with specialized training in pediatric optometry and diabetic retinopathy screening—a critical need given Lagos's 32% diabetes prevalence rate. I have already secured a conditional internship at LUTH's Ophthalmology Department, where I will integrate classroom learning with community outreach programs targeting schools and market vendors in high-risk zones.
What distinguishes my approach is my commitment to culturally responsive optometry. Having grown up in a low-income Lagos neighborhood, I understand that effective eye care requires more than clinical skill—it demands community trust. My proposed "Lagos Vision Ambassadors" initiative will train 50 local health workers across ten communities to conduct basic vision screenings and refer patients to mobile clinics staffed by Optometrists like myself. This model has already shown promise in my pilot project at the Iju-Iloja Community Health Center, where we increased screening attendance by 220% through culturally tailored education sessions conducted in Yoruba and Pidgin English.
Financial barriers remain the most significant obstacle preventing qualified students from pursuing Optometry in Nigeria. My family's monthly income of ₦58,000 (approximately $70 USD) cannot cover tuition for a four-year O.D. program—yet I have been accepted into CON's accelerated track with 24 hours of weekly clinical rotations at no cost to the institution. However, without this scholarship, I would be forced to take on debt that could compromise my ability to serve low-income patients post-graduation. This funding would directly translate into: (1) 100 additional eye exams conducted annually in underserved Lagos communities; (2) reduced patient wait times by 45% at partner clinics; and (3) the creation of a sustainable referral network connecting community workers to specialized care.
My professional roadmap extends beyond clinical practice. I aim to establish Lagos's first optometric social enterprise—Vision for All Lagos—which will operate on a tiered pricing model (free screenings for the indigent, subsidized fees for middle-income families, and premium services to fund the initiative). This venture aligns with Nigeria's National Eye Health Policy (2021-2030), which prioritizes "decentralizing eye care delivery through community engagement." As a future Optometrist in Nigeria Lagos, I will collaborate with Lagos State Government's Vision 2030 Initiative and the WHO Africa Office to advocate for policy changes that integrate optometry into primary healthcare systems.
I recognize that this Scholarship Application Letter is more than a formality—it is a covenant. I pledge to: (1) maintain academic excellence with a minimum 3.8 GPA; (2) publish quarterly community impact reports; and (3) mentor three students annually from Lagos State tertiary institutions, particularly women from rural communities who face disproportionate barriers to optometry education. My goal is not merely to become an Optometrist but to be the change agent Nigeria Lagos desperately needs—a professional whose work transforms eye care from a privilege into a public health right.
In closing, I respectfully request the opportunity to contribute my skills and vision to your esteemed fellowship. As an aspiring Optometrist deeply rooted in Nigeria Lagos's fabric, I understand that eye care is not just about correcting refractive errors—it is about restoring dignity, unlocking educational potential, and empowering communities. With this scholarship as the catalyst, I will become a cornerstone of eye health innovation in Africa's most populous city.
Sincerely,
Aisha Bello
Aspiring Optometrist, Nigeria Lagos
Email: aishabello@unilag.edu.ng | Phone: +234 803 123 4567
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