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Scholarship Application Letter for Petroleum Engineer Studies in Chicago, United States
October 26, 2023
Financial Aid Committee
Chicago Energy Scholarship Foundation
130 South La Salle Street, Suite 1800
Chicago, IL 60603
Subject: Scholarship Application Letter for Petroleum Engineer Training at University of Illinois Chicago
Dear Esteemed Members of the Financial Aid Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious Chicago Energy Excellence Scholarship. As an aspiring Petroleum Engineer dedicated to advancing sustainable energy solutions within the United States, I have chosen Chicago as my strategic base for academic and professional development. This city’s unique position at the crossroads of financial innovation, engineering excellence, and energy transition makes it the ideal environment to cultivate my expertise in petroleum engineering—a field I am committed to transforming through technological innovation and responsible resource management.
My journey toward becoming a Petroleum Engineer began during my undergraduate studies in Chemical Engineering at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where I graduated with honors (GPA: 3.8/4.0). My academic focus included reservoir simulation, drilling optimization, and environmental impact assessment—courses that laid the groundwork for my passion for efficient hydrocarbon recovery. However, it was during a summer internship at Schlumberger's Chicago office (a hub for North American operations) that I witnessed firsthand how Chicago’s financial ecosystem intersects with energy engineering. Witnessing engineers collaborate with investment firms on ESG-compliant drilling projects solidified my decision to pursue advanced studies in the United States Chicago region, where I aim to bridge traditional petroleum engineering with cutting-edge sustainability practices.
Chicago is not merely a location for my education; it is a catalyst for my career vision. The University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), with its nationally ranked College of Engineering and proximity to the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME), offers unparalleled resources I cannot access elsewhere in the United States. UIC’s partnership with industry leaders like BP, ConocoPhillips, and Halliburton provides direct pathways to internships at facilities such as those servicing the Illinois Basin oil fields—a region critical to America’s energy security. Moreover, Chicago’s role as a global transportation and trading nexus allows me to engage with international energy markets while studying. For instance, attending the annual Chicago Energy Summit (held at McCormick Place) has exposed me to policymakers and engineers discussing carbon capture integration in legacy oil infrastructure—a topic I intend to explore through my master’s research on enhanced oil recovery methods that minimize environmental impact.
My proposed thesis, "Decarbonizing Midwestern Oil Production: AI-Driven Reservoir Management for Sustainable Extraction," directly aligns with Chicago’s strategic vision. The city has committed $500 million toward green energy infrastructure through its Chicago Climate Action Plan, creating demand for engineers who understand both traditional petroleum systems and emerging clean technologies. As a Petroleum Engineer trained in Chicago, I will leverage this ecosystem to develop solutions that reduce methane emissions by 30% in existing fields—a target set by the U.S. Energy Department. This project would not only advance my professional goals but also contribute to Chicago’s mission of becoming a carbon-neutral city by 2050.
My financial need is substantial, yet my academic and professional trajectory remains unwavering. My family’s modest income from manufacturing work in Gary, Indiana (a city within the Chicago metropolitan area) necessitates scholarship support to cover UIC’s tuition ($32,810 annually) and research costs ($4,500 for lab access at the Illinois Center for Advanced Energy Research). Without this aid, I would be forced to take on excessive debt or abandon my studies during a critical phase of energy transition. The Scholarship Application Letter I present today is thus not merely a request—it is an investment in a future Petroleum Engineer who will innovate within the Chicago corridor, ensuring that the United States’ energy sector remains globally competitive while prioritizing environmental stewardship.
I have attached my academic transcripts, letters of recommendation from Professors at UIC’s Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering, and a detailed research proposal. I am also prepared to discuss my vision for integrating Chicago’s financial acumen with engineering excellence during an interview. My commitment extends beyond academia: I plan to volunteer with the Chicago Petroleum Engineering Society (CPES), mentoring high school students in underserved neighborhoods like Englewood about STEM careers—a direct contribution to United States Chicago’s workforce development goals.
In closing, I ask you to consider how my background, vision, and dedication align with the mission of your scholarship. As a future Petroleum Engineer, I will embody the innovation that Chicago represents: pragmatic yet forward-thinking, rooted in community while reaching globally. With this scholarship support, I will not only advance my own career but also strengthen Chicago’s reputation as a hub for ethical energy leadership in the United States. Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I eagerly await the opportunity to contribute to your legacy of empowering engineering excellence in United States Chicago.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Chen
Petroleum Engineering Candidate, University of Illinois Chicago
Email: alex.chen@uic.edu | Phone: (312) 555-7890
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