Scholarship Application Letter for Pharmacist in Bangladesh Dhaka
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Pharmaceutical Education and Community Health Development in Bangladesh Dhaka
Date: October 26, 2023
To: Scholarship Committee
National Pharmacy Education Foundation
Bangladesh Dhaka, Dhaka Division
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound humility and unwavering determination to seek financial support for my pursuit of professional excellence in pharmacy education. As a dedicated student from Dhaka, Bangladesh, I have chosen the noble profession of pharmacy as my life's calling—a commitment forged through personal experiences witnessing healthcare disparities in our communities. This scholarship represents not merely financial assistance, but an investment in transforming lives across Bangladesh Dhaka through evidence-based pharmaceutical care.
My passion for pharmacy ignited during childhood when I witnessed my grandmother’s chronic diabetes managed ineffectively due to limited access to qualified pharmacists. In Dhaka’s densely populated neighborhoods, where over 70% of the population relies on community clinics with insufficient pharmaceutical expertise, I recognized that a pharmacist is not merely a medication dispenser but a healthcare guardian. After completing my Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC) with distinction in Biological Sciences (85%), I enrolled in the Bachelor of Pharmacy program at Dhaka University of Pharmacy. However, mounting educational expenses threaten to derail my academic journey—a reality faced by countless talented students across Bangladesh Dhaka.
Currently, I maintain a 3.7/4.0 GPA while volunteering at the Jatrabari Community Health Center in Dhaka. There, I assist licensed pharmacists in medication counseling for diabetic and hypertensive patients, directly experiencing how pharmacist-led interventions reduce hospital readmissions by 28% (as per WHO Bangladesh data). My fieldwork revealed critical gaps: only 35% of Dhaka's pharmacies employ formally trained pharmacists, leading to dangerous self-medication practices. One poignant case involved a mother administering expired antibiotics to her child due to lack of guidance—a tragedy preventable with pharmacist involvement. This ignited my mission: I will become the pharmacist Bangladesh Dhaka desperately needs.
Financial constraints represent my greatest barrier. My family, engaged in small-scale vegetable farming in Gazipur (adjacent to Dhaka), earns approximately BDT 15,000 monthly—far below the BDT 85,000 annual cost for my pharmacy education. Despite working part-time at a local medicine store (earning BDT 3,500/month), I cannot cover tuition and study materials without assistance. This Scholarship Application Letter is thus a plea for an opportunity to redirect my labor from survival to scholarship. The proposed scholarship would cover 75% of my tuition fees, allowing me to dedicate full-time focus on clinical rotations at Dhaka Medical College Hospital and research on optimizing medication adherence in urban slums.
My academic trajectory reflects strategic preparation for pharmacy leadership in Bangladesh Dhaka. I have completed a certification in Pharmaceutical Quality Control (PQCA) and authored two peer-reviewed articles analyzing drug affordability barriers in Dhaka’s informal markets. For my thesis, I propose developing a "Pharmacy Outreach Model" targeting 10 underserved neighborhoods near the Buriganga River—a project requiring specialized training inaccessible to students without financial backing. This aligns perfectly with Bangladesh’s National Health Policy 2016, which prioritizes pharmacist integration into primary care networks. Having secured provisional placement at Dhaka’s Directorate of Drug Administration for post-graduation, I am committed to serving the nation's most vulnerable populations.
Why pharmacy? Why now in Bangladesh Dhaka? The statistics are urgent: 26% of Bangladeshis live below the poverty line (World Bank, 2023), and Dhaka’s population growth (4.5% annually) strains healthcare infrastructure. Pharmacists can prevent 50% of medication errors through clinical counseling (Bangladesh Journal of Pharmacy, 2022). My vision extends beyond dispensing drugs—I aim to establish Dhaka’s first community pharmacy model with teleconsultation services, targeting 50,000 residents in congested areas like Keraniganj. This requires not only technical expertise but cultural fluency in addressing barriers like gender norms affecting women’s health access—a perspective I’ve cultivated through working with female patients at the BIRDEM hospital.
I understand that becoming an effective pharmacist in Bangladesh Dhaka demands more than clinical knowledge; it requires advocacy for regulatory reform. I have already collaborated with the Bangladesh Pharmacists Association to draft a "Community Pharmacy Development Framework" now under review by the Ministry of Health. This scholarship would empower me to advance this initiative through advanced studies in Pharmaceutical Management, equipping me to lead policy dialogues on expanding pharmacist authority under the 2017 Pharmacy Act.
My commitment is tangible: Upon graduation, I will join Dhaka’s National Hospital as a clinical pharmacist and establish a free medication counseling booth at the Hazaribagh Market. I have already secured preliminary partnerships with the Bangladesh Health Foundation for this initiative. Furthermore, I pledge to mentor 20 underprivileged students annually through our university’s pharmacy club—creating a ripple effect of opportunity across Bangladesh Dhaka.
The scholarship committee’s investment in my education represents an investment in public health transformation. It will transform a student burdened by financial anxiety into a pharmacist who can reduce drug-related mortality, strengthen Dhaka’s healthcare resilience, and embody the spirit of "Health for All" enshrined in Bangladesh’s constitutional vision. As I write this from my family home near Motijheel—a district emblematic of Dhaka’s vibrant yet strained urban fabric—I carry the weight of countless patients waiting for knowledgeable care.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my dedication to pharmaceutical excellence aligns with your mission. I have attached all required documents, including academic transcripts, volunteer certificates, and a letter of intent from Dhaka Medical College Hospital. My contact details follow for any further inquiry.
Sincerely,
Aliya Rahman
Bachelor of Pharmacy Student
Dhaka University of Pharmacy
Mobile: +88017XXXXXXX | Email: aliya.rahman@duop.edu.bd
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