Scholarship Application Letter for Photographer in Tanzania Dar es Salaam
Scholarship Application Letter: Advancing Visual Storytelling in Tanzania Dar es Salaam
Dear Scholarship Selection Committee,
My name is Amina Juma, and I am a dedicated Photographer deeply rooted in the vibrant cultural tapestry of Tanzania Dar es Salaam. As I submit this Scholarship Application Letter, I do so with profound reverence for my community and an unwavering commitment to using visual storytelling as a catalyst for social change. The urgency of documenting Dar es Salaam’s evolving identity—where ancient Swahili traditions collide with rapid urbanization—has driven me to seek advanced training abroad, and I am writing to humbly request your support through this prestigious scholarship opportunity.
For the past five years, I have worked as a professional Photographer in Dar es Salaam, capturing narratives that often go unseen. My portfolio includes projects like "Kariakoo Echoes," which documented daily life in Africa’s largest informal market, and "Coastal Threads," highlighting fishermen communities along Tanzania’s Indian Ocean coastline. These projects were not merely artistic endeavors; they were acts of cultural preservation. In a city where historical sites like the Mwenge Cultural Centre face threats from development, and urban youth navigate complex identities between tradition and modernity, my lens has become a tool for empowerment. However, I have reached a critical juncture: to elevate my work beyond documentation into meaningful advocacy, I require specialized training in digital storytelling techniques and ethical visual research methodologies unavailable within Tanzania’s current educational framework.
Tanzania Dar es Salaam is more than my hometown—it is the living canvas of my creative journey. The city’s energy pulses through its streets: the rhythmic beats of taarab music spilling from Mwanza Market, the resilience of women traders at Kariakoo, and the quiet dignity of elders sharing Swahili oral histories in Stone Town. Yet, as a Photographer from Dar es Salaam, I witness a stark gap. Most local photography programs focus on technical skills while neglecting context-specific storytelling for African narratives. This disconnect limits our ability to produce work that resonates globally without compromising cultural authenticity. For instance, my recent project on refugee youth in Mwenge faced ethical challenges when depicting sensitive trauma without community consultation—a gap I now recognize requires formal education to address responsibly.
This is why I am applying for the International Visual Arts Scholarship at the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). The program’s curriculum, particularly its module on "Ethical Representation in Postcolonial Contexts," directly addresses my need to merge technical excellence with cultural humility. Unlike generic photography courses, SOAS emphasizes community-centered approaches—exactly what Tanzania Dar es Salaam demands. I have already secured conditional acceptance into their MA in Photography and Digital Media program, but the £22,000 tuition fee presents an insurmountable barrier without financial aid. My family’s modest income from a small handicraft business in Ilala District cannot cover this cost, making your scholarship indispensable.
My vision extends far beyond personal growth; it is intrinsically tied to Tanzania Dar es Salaam’s future. Upon completing my studies, I will establish "Dar es Salaam Lens," a non-profit initiative co-created with local communities. This platform will train 100+ young photographers annually across Dar es Salaam’s informal settlements, focusing on projects like documenting urban agriculture initiatives in Msakani or preserving endangered Swahili architecture. The scholarship would directly fund the first year of this program, enabling us to purchase equipment and develop partnerships with institutions like the Tanzania Association of Professional Photographers (TAPP). I have already received preliminary support from TAPP’s chair, Mr. Saidi Mwang’ombe, who acknowledges how this initiative fills a critical gap in local capacity-building.
What sets me apart as a Photographer is my deep contextual knowledge of Tanzania Dar es Salaam. Having grown up near the historic Bagamoyo Road and navigated the city’s complex social geography daily, I understand that effective visual storytelling requires more than technical skill—it demands empathy. In my recent work for the Tanzanian Ministry of Culture, I collaborated with elders in Old Jangwani to create a photographic archive of pre-colonial fishing techniques. This project succeeded because it prioritized community voices over external perspectives—a principle I will carry into all future work. The scholarship would allow me to refine this methodology through academic rigor, ensuring my output is both artistically compelling and ethically grounded.
I recognize that this Scholarship Application Letter must demonstrate not only my artistic merit but also my commitment to transforming Dar es Salaam’s visual landscape. My proposed project, "Dar es Salaam: Unseen Threads," will map the city’s hidden networks of resilience—from street vendors using smartphone photography to document their livelihoods to youth creating digital art in Mwenge Studios. This research will form the foundation for a traveling exhibition across Tanzania and Europe, with proceeds funding local workshops. The scholarship is not merely an investment in my career; it is a strategic move toward democratizing visual storytelling in East Africa’s most dynamic city.
As Tanzania Dar es Salaam continues to grow as an economic and cultural hub, its stories must be told by those who live them. I am ready to become a bridge between global audiences and the nuanced realities of my home. With your support, I will return equipped not just as a Photographer, but as an advocate for authentic representation in Tanzania’s narrative arc. The opportunity to study at SOAS would ignite a ripple effect—empowering local talent, preserving cultural heritage, and proving that Dar es Salaam deserves to be seen on its own terms.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I am eager to discuss how my vision aligns with your mission of fostering global citizenship through the arts. I have attached my portfolio, academic transcripts, and letters of recommendation from TAPP and the Dar es Salaam University’s School of Arts for your review.
Sincerely,
Amina Juma
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Phone: +255 712 345 678 | Email: amina.juma@phototanzania.org
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