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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Hon. Amina Juma Mwakwere, MP
Member of Parliament for Temeke Constituency
Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM)
P.O. Box 10052, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Date: October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Global Education Foundation for African Development
P.O. Box 789, Nairobi, Kenya
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter as an official submission from Hon. Amina Juma Mwakwere, Member of Parliament representing Temeke Constituency in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. As a serving politician deeply committed to the sustainable development of our nation's largest city and economic hub, I seek your esteemed committee's consideration for the prestigious Global Leadership Scholarship Program. This application embodies my unwavering dedication to transforming Tanzania Dar es Salaam through evidence-based policymaking and community-centered governance.
For the past eight years, I have served as a Member of Parliament in Dar es Salaam City Council, where I've witnessed firsthand the complex challenges facing Tanzania's urban centers: rapid population growth straining infrastructure, persistent inequalities in healthcare access across informal settlements like Kibaha and Kigogo, and the urgent need for climate-resilient urban planning. As a Politician representing over 350,000 constituents in one of Africa's fastest-growing metropolitan areas, I've championed initiatives like the Dar es Salaam Urban Development Program and the Water Access for All Project – both requiring nuanced understanding of public administration, data-driven policy design, and cross-sectoral collaboration. However, to address these systemic challenges effectively at scale, I recognize that advanced academic training is not merely beneficial but essential.
The Global Leadership Scholarship Program represents a rare opportunity to bridge this critical gap between political leadership and scholarly expertise. My proposed studies in Urban Governance and Sustainable Development at the University of Dar es Salaam's Institute for Social Policy will directly address three transformative priorities for Tanzania:
· Infrastructure Innovation: I aim to develop a comprehensive model for affordable public transport systems to reduce Dar es Salaam's notorious traffic congestion, which costs the city approximately $1.2 billion annually in lost productivity.
· Climate Resilience Planning: With 60% of Dar es Salaam's population living in flood-prone areas, my research will integrate indigenous knowledge with modern engineering to create community-based disaster response frameworks.
· Inclusive Economic Growth: I will study successful microfinance models from Rwanda and Kenya to design a Tanzania-specific program empowering women-led cooperatives in Mwanza Market, currently home to 12,000 informal traders.
My political career has been defined by translating grassroots concerns into actionable policies. As Chair of the Health Committee during the 2021-2023 parliamentary session, I spearheaded a campaign that secured $5 million for mobile health clinics in Dar es Salaam's peri-urban areas – reaching 45,000 previously underserved residents. Yet, without advanced analytical frameworks to measure impact and scale interventions, such successes remain isolated. The scholarship would enable me to master quantitative policy evaluation techniques currently missing from my toolkit – skills vital for transforming Tanzania's development trajectory.
What makes this opportunity particularly urgent is Dar es Salaam's unique position as Tanzania's economic engine. As the nation's primary port city and home to 50% of Tanzania's urban population, its challenges mirror national priorities: 70% of Tanzanian GDP originates from urban centers where governance gaps directly impact national stability. My studies would culminate in a practical policy framework for "Smart City Governance" – an adaptable model that could be implemented across all Tanzanian municipal authorities by 2030, aligning with the Government's National Development Vision 2025 and Tanzania's commitments under the Paris Agreement.
I am particularly drawn to this scholarship because of its emphasis on African leadership development. The program's focus on contextualized learning resonates deeply with my philosophy: policies must emerge from Tanzanian realities, not imported templates. My experience navigating Dar es Salaam's complex political landscape – balancing the needs of fishermen in Kigamboni, artisans in Mwenge, and entrepreneurs in the Central Business District – has taught me that effective governance requires both technical expertise and profound cultural intelligence. This scholarship would provide the academic rigor to complement my on-the-ground experience.
Upon completion of this program, I pledge to return immediately to Dar es Salaam with a concrete implementation plan for the Smart City Governance framework. This will include: 1) Establishing a permanent Urban Policy Lab at the Dar es Salaam City Council headquarters, 2) Training 300 local government officials in data-driven decision-making, and 3) Creating an annual Tanzania Urban Innovation Summit hosted in Dar es Salaam to foster regional knowledge exchange. Crucially, I will ensure all research outputs are freely accessible to Tanzanian policymakers through the Ministry of Finance and Planning's open-data platform.
My commitment extends beyond academic achievement. As a politician who has weathered three election cycles in Dar es Salaam, I understand that leadership requires transparency and accountability. The scholarship committee will find my application supported by letters from Dr. Joseph Mwambingu (Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Local Government), Hon. Fatma Rashid (Former Minister for Urban Development), and the Mayor of Dar es Salaam – all affirming my dedication to evidence-based governance. My campaign platform, "Dar es Salaam 2040: Sustainable and Inclusive," has already gained endorsement from over 15 community associations across the city.
In conclusion, this Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely a personal request but a strategic investment in Tanzania's future. By empowering a serving politician with advanced academic credentials grounded in Tanzanian realities, this scholarship will catalyze systemic change that benefits millions of citizens across Dar es Salaam and beyond. I have dedicated my political career to building bridges between government and communities – now I seek the tools to build better ones through scholarly excellence. Tanzania's development journey requires leaders who understand both the spirit of our people and the science of effective governance, and this scholarship would equip me to become precisely that bridge.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my proposed studies align with your mission to cultivate transformative African leadership. Please contact me at +255 712 345 678 or amwakwere@ccm.co.tz.
Respectfully submitted,
Hon. Amina Juma Mwakwere, MP
Member of Parliament for Temeke Constituency
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