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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
October 26, 2023
Dr. Amina K. Ssenyonga
Scholarship Committee Chairman
Africa Leadership Foundation
P.O. Box 1547, Kampala, Uganda
Subject: Request for Academic Scholarship to Enhance Political Leadership Development in Uganda
Dear Dr. Ssenyonga and Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
As a dedicated serving Member of Parliament representing the Nakasero Constituency in Kampala Capital City, I am writing this formal Scholarship Application Letter to express my profound interest in securing your esteemed academic scholarship for postgraduate studies. My name is Hon. James Mukiibi Tumwesigye, a third-term legislator with over eight years of active service in the Parliament of Uganda, and I have made it my life's mission to transform Kampala into a model city that embodies sustainable development, inclusive governance, and citizen-centric policymaking.
My journey as a Politician began during my university days at Makerere University when I served as the National Youth Representative for the Uganda People's Congress. Since being elected to Parliament in 2016, I have championed over 37 legislative initiatives focused on urban development, youth employment, and women's political participation – all critical components of building a thriving Kampala. As a Politician deeply embedded in the fabric of Uganda Kampala, I understand that effective leadership requires continuous learning, especially in an era where global best practices intersect with our unique African context.
I am applying for your scholarship to pursue a Master's degree in Public Policy and Governance at the University of Oxford. This program offers precisely the strategic framework I need to address systemic challenges facing Kampala, including rapid urbanization, inadequate waste management infrastructure, and persistent gender gaps in political representation. Having witnessed firsthand how policy gaps impact ordinary Ugandans – from street vendors displaced by poorly planned road projects to women excluded from decision-making circles – I am committed to elevating my leadership capacity through evidence-based learning.
My current work in Parliament provides tangible examples of why this scholarship is urgently needed. In 2022, I spearheaded the Kampala Urban Renewal Bill (now Act No. 13), which established community-led planning committees for neighborhood development projects. However, implementing these policies requires sophisticated understanding of international urban governance models – knowledge that cannot be gained solely through practical experience in Uganda Kampala. I have identified Oxford's program as the ideal platform to study Singapore's successful public housing systems and Rwanda's community-driven urban planning approaches, which hold valuable lessons for our capital city.
As a Politician from Kampala, I have experienced both the opportunities and limitations of local governance. During my tenure on the Kampala City Council Committee for Social Services, I saw how underfunded municipal systems lead to preventable health crises. When cholera outbreaks struck slum communities in 2021, my team worked tirelessly with NGOs – but without technical expertise in epidemiological data analysis and sustainable infrastructure planning, our response remained reactive rather than preventive. This experience crystallized my need for advanced academic training to transform emergency responses into systemic solutions.
The scholarship would enable me to return to Kampala equipped with three key competencies: (1) Data-driven policy evaluation frameworks that measure real impact on citizens, (2) Cross-sectoral partnership models that mobilize private sector investment for public goods, and (3) Gender-responsive urban planning techniques. Upon completion of my studies, I will immediately implement these through two initiatives: the 'Kampala Smart Governance Task Force' to integrate AI-powered service delivery systems in city administration, and a 'Women in Urban Leadership' program that will recruit 500 new female ward councilors across Kampala's 12 divisions by 2026.
I recognize that political leadership demands more than electoral success – it requires intellectual rigor to navigate complex development challenges. In my constituency, I have established the 'Youth Policy Innovation Hubs' where young Ugandans co-design solutions for local problems. This initiative has already generated 17 community-led projects, but scaling these successes nationally requires deeper policy analysis skills that this scholarship will provide. I envision leveraging Oxford's global network to forge partnerships between Kampala and cities like Accra and Dar es Salaam for knowledge exchange on African urban governance.
My commitment to Uganda Kampala is not theoretical – it is lived through daily actions. When the Kibuye market flood crisis occurred last year, I organized 200 volunteers from my constituency to assist displaced families, but realized that long-term solutions require infrastructure investment strategies learned through academic study. This scholarship represents the bridge between our community's immediate needs and sustainable development pathways.
I am particularly drawn to your foundation's mission of cultivating 'leadership with integrity' – a principle I have embodied throughout my political career. Despite facing significant pressure during elections, I have consistently refused to engage in divisive politics, choosing instead to focus on shared goals like improving Kampala's public transport network. This scholarship would validate my approach and provide the tools to scale this ethical leadership model across Uganda's 145 constituencies.
As a Politician who has seen children walk 4 kilometers daily to access water in Nansana, I understand that true development begins with listening. My academic journey would be dedicated to learning from global experts while remaining anchored in Kampala's reality. Upon my return, I will establish an 'Oxford-Kampala Knowledge Transfer Program' where scholars visit our city council offices monthly to share insights – ensuring this scholarship creates ripple effects throughout Uganda Kampala.
I have attached my detailed academic credentials, parliamentary service record, and a letter of recommendation from the Speaker of Parliament. My family's history in Kampala spans five generations, including my grandfather who served as a village councilor during the pre-independence era. This legacy fuels my commitment to build upon their work through evidence-based leadership.
Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter from a serving Ugandan legislator. I am confident that with your support, I can transform academic insights into tangible progress for Kampala's 4.5 million residents – proving that political leadership rooted in continuous learning is the cornerstone of Uganda's future prosperity.
Respectfully submitted,




Hon. James Mukiibi Tumwesigye
Member of Parliament, Nakasero Constituency
Kampala Capital City Authority, Uganda
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