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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
October 26, 2023
Dr. Evelyn Montgomery
Scholarship Review Committee
Global Academic Advancement Foundation
123 Innovation Drive, Suite 400
New York, NY 10013
Subject: Application for the International Scholar Fellowship Program
Dear Dr. Montgomery and Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Review Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and academic conviction that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter as a distinguished Professor at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), representing the vibrant scholarly ecosystem of United States Los Angeles. For over fifteen years, I have dedicated my career to advancing interdisciplinary research in sustainable urban development at one of America's premier institutions located within the dynamic metropolis of Los Angeles, California—a city where academic innovation converges with global cultural significance.
As Professor of Environmental Policy and Urban Studies at UCLA's Luskin School of Public Affairs, my scholarship focuses on equitable climate adaptation strategies for megacities in the United States. My current research portfolio includes a National Science Foundation-funded project examining heat vulnerability mapping across Los Angeles County—a critical initiative given that 75% of Angelenos face heightened exposure to urban heat island effects. This work directly addresses the urgent challenges confronting United States Los Angeles, where rising temperatures threaten public health infrastructure in marginalized communities. My laboratory team and I have already developed predictive models adopted by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power for their community resilience planning.
However, my research requires critical resources beyond standard institutional funding. The International Scholar Fellowship Program represents an unparalleled opportunity to expand my work through a collaborative framework with global institutions. Specifically, this scholarship would enable me to establish a transnational research nexus between UCLA and the University of Cape Town's African Centre for Cities—a partnership designed to create transferable models for climate-resilient urban planning in both Los Angeles and South Africa. This initiative aligns perfectly with the fellowship's mission while addressing urgent needs within United States Los Angeles, where extreme heat events have increased by 30% since 2010 according to NOAA data.
My academic journey has been deeply rooted in the unique socio-ecological context of Los Angeles. Having earned my Ph.D. from UCLA and conducted fieldwork across all 88 cities of Los Angeles County, I understand the complex interplay between urban design, social equity, and environmental sustainability that defines our metropolis. In my role as Professor at UCLA, I have mentored 12 doctoral candidates who now lead environmental initiatives across the United States. My course "Urban Futures: Designing for Climate Justice" consistently ranks among UCLA's most popular offerings in the School of Public Affairs, demonstrating community demand for this critical knowledge exchange within Los Angeles.
The significance of this scholarship extends beyond my personal research trajectory. As a Professor actively engaged with Los Angeles' civic institutions, I have served as an advisor to Mayor Karen Bass's Climate Action Task Force since 2021. My work directly informs policy decisions at City Hall, including the implementation of the Resilient LA initiative that has already protected over 200 vulnerable neighborhoods from heat-related emergencies. This scholarship would amplify such impact by creating a formal research pipeline between our university and international partners—ensuring that Los Angeles continues to be a global leader in climate-adaptive urbanism within the United States.
Financially, this scholarship represents essential leverage for my work. While UCLA provides institutional support, the cost of international fieldwork in South Africa ($32,500 annually), specialized sensor technology ($18,750), and graduate student stipends ($24,000) exceeds our current research budget. The International Scholar Fellowship would provide precisely these resources while maintaining my dual commitment to academic excellence in United States Los Angeles and global knowledge sharing. Notably, 65% of the proposed expenditure will directly support local Los Angeles-based undergraduate researchers from underrepresented backgrounds—a critical component of our university's strategic plan to advance equity through environmental science.
My vision extends beyond immediate research outcomes. The scholarship would enable the creation of a "Los Angeles Climate Innovation Hub" that connects UCLA scholars with community organizations like the South Central Farmers' Cooperative and Watts Community Action Corporation. This hub would translate academic research into tangible neighborhood interventions—such as installing green infrastructure in Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles—while serving as a replicable model for other U.S. cities facing similar challenges. As Professor of Environmental Policy, I have witnessed firsthand how locally rooted scholarship drives transformative change; this fellowship would catalyze precisely that transformation within the heart of United States Los Angeles.
Furthermore, my leadership in Los Angeles has been recognized through multiple honors including the 2022 Urban Sustainability Award from the American Planning Association's California Chapter and UCLA's Distinguished Teaching Award. I have published 37 peer-reviewed articles in journals such as Environmental Science & Technology and Urban Studies, with my work cited by policymakers across five U.S. states. Critically, my research has directly influenced Los Angeles' Climate Resilience Bond initiative, which allocated $150 million for community-based adaptation projects—demonstrating the real-world impact achievable through academic-community partnerships in United States Los Angeles.
As I prepare this Scholarship Application Letter from my office overlooking the iconic UCLA campus in Westwood—a neighborhood emblematic of Los Angeles' academic and cultural vibrancy—I remain deeply committed to leveraging this opportunity for maximum societal benefit. This fellowship would not merely advance my scholarly work but would strengthen the intellectual infrastructure of United States Los Angeles as a global hub for sustainable urban solutions. The city's unique position as America's second-largest metropolis with unparalleled diversity makes it an ideal laboratory for developing inclusive climate strategies that could transform how cities worldwide address environmental justice.
I respectfully request consideration for the International Scholar Fellowship Program. My research agenda, institutional standing as a Professor at UCLA, and demonstrated commitment to Los Angeles' community needs align precisely with this program's objectives. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how this scholarship will create sustainable impact within United States Los Angeles and beyond. Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of my application.
Sincerely,
Professor Maria Garcia
Professor of Environmental Policy & Urban Studies
Luskin School of Public Affairs, University of California, Los Angeles
E-mail: mgarcia@ucla.edu | Phone: (310) 206-7890
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