Scholarship Application Letter for Radiology Training in Sri Lanka Colombo
Scholarship Application Letter for Advanced Radiology Training in Sri Lanka Colombo
Date: October 26, 2023
Scholarship Committee
Sri Lanka Medical Council (SLMC)
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Subject: Scholarship Application for Advanced Radiology Training at National Hospital of Sri Lanka, Colombo
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious International Radiology Advancement Scholarship, specifically targeting advanced training opportunities within the healthcare ecosystem of Sri Lanka Colombo. As a dedicated medical professional currently serving as a Senior Resident Radiologist at the National Hospital of Sri Lanka (NHSL) in Colombo, I am deeply committed to elevating diagnostic imaging standards in our nation’s most populous city and beyond. This scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a transformative investment in addressing critical healthcare disparities that persist across Sri Lanka Colombo's urban and semi-urban centers.
My journey as a Radiologist began at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo, where I graduated with honors in 2018. Since then, I have worked tirelessly across multiple departments at NHSL and the Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital – two cornerstone institutions in Sri Lanka Colombo's healthcare landscape. During my residency, I witnessed firsthand the overwhelming burden placed on our radiology services: over 50% of emergency department cases require urgent imaging, yet diagnostic delays due to equipment limitations and workforce shortages result in preventable complications for thousands annually. In one poignant instance last year, a 42-year-old mother in Kotte district experienced a delayed diagnosis of pulmonary embolism due to MRI unavailability at her local facility – an outcome I believe could have been avoided with better resource allocation and advanced training protocols.
My clinical focus has centered on developing solutions for Colombo’s most pressing radiological challenges: cancer diagnostics, trauma imaging in high-traffic areas like the Port City Corridor, and pediatric radiology services. I initiated a pilot program at NHSL to implement AI-assisted mammography screening for low-income communities in Colombo 06 – reducing false negatives by 27% within six months. This project underscored a critical gap: while Sri Lanka Colombo generates 38% of the nation’s medical research, it lacks specialized training in AI-integrated radiology, leaving our hospitals at a global disadvantage. I have documented these challenges in two peer-reviewed publications (Sri Lanka Journal of Radiology, 2022; South Asian Journal of Medical Imaging, 2023), advocating for curriculum reforms to align with international standards.
The proposed scholarship would fund my participation in the advanced fellowship program at the University of Colombo’s newly established Center for Diagnostic Innovation (CDI) and collaboration with RadiaCare International – a partnership directly addressing Colombo’s need for 120 additional certified Radiologists by 2030 (per WHO Sri Lanka Health Workforce Report). My training will focus on three pillars: 1) Interventional Radiology for rural-urban healthcare bridges, 2) Advanced MRI protocols for neurological disorders prevalent in our aging Colombo population, and 3) Tele-radiology systems to serve outlying communities like Battaramulla and Maharagama. Critically, I will develop a replicable model for equipment maintenance – a persistent issue in Colombo hospitals where 45% of CT scanners operate below optimal capacity due to inadequate technical support.
What distinguishes my approach is my unwavering commitment to contextual relevance. In Sri Lanka Colombo, we cannot simply import Western practices; we must adapt technology to our reality. For example, during a field visit to a community health center in Moratuwa last year, I discovered that 80% of X-ray referrals from primary clinics were for conditions manageable with portable ultrasound – yet only 12% of these facilities possessed functioning units. My scholarship plan includes training 50 community health workers across Colombo districts in point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS), creating a decentralized screening network. This initiative directly supports the Sri Lanka Health Ministry’s "Primary Healthcare Transformation" policy, which prioritizes radiology access for the urban poor.
I am acutely aware that as a Radiologist trained in Sri Lanka Colombo, my role extends beyond clinical practice. I have mentored 15 medical students from underprivileged backgrounds through our university’s outreach program – including two who are now applying for radiology residencies. My ultimate goal is to establish the first comprehensive Radiology Training Hub in South Asia dedicated to low-resource settings, with Colombo as its operational base. The scholarship would enable me to implement this vision by facilitating partnerships between NHSL, private hospitals like Kandy Hospital Network, and global entities like the IAEA’s Radiological Safety Program.
The financial constraints of my current position make advanced training unattainable without this support. As a first-generation university graduate from a government school in Ratmalana, I have navigated significant economic barriers. This scholarship would alleviate my personal burden while amplifying its impact across Sri Lanka’s healthcare system – where every rupee invested in radiology yields an estimated 8:1 return through reduced misdiagnosis costs (World Bank, 2022). My proposed budget includes a detailed plan for cost-sharing with NHSL management, leveraging existing infrastructure to maximize scholarship value.
Colombo’s healthcare future depends on professionals who understand both global best practices and local realities. This Scholarship Application Letter is not just a request for funding – it is a promise to return as an innovator equipped to transform diagnostic imaging in Sri Lanka Colombo, where 72% of our population resides within the metropolitan area (Census 2021). I have attached my full curriculum vitae, letters of recommendation from Dr. A.S. Jayawardena (Director, NHSL Radiology), and a detailed implementation roadmap for your review.
I am ready to contribute immediately upon completing this training and welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the Scholarship Committee’s mission during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering this application from a physician deeply rooted in Sri Lanka Colombo’s healthcare journey and committed to its radiological future.
With sincere gratitude and professional respect,
Dr. Nimali Perera
Senior Resident Radiologist
National Hospital of Sri Lanka, Colombo
Email: nimali.perera@nhsl.gov.lk | Phone: +94 11 234 5678
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