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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For School Counselor Development Program in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Dear Scholarship Selection Committee,
With profound respect for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's visionary commitment to educational excellence through Vision 2030 and its transformative investment in youth development, I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter to formally apply for the prestigious International School Counselor Development Scholarship. As a dedicated education professional with nine years of comprehensive experience across diverse academic settings, I am eager to contribute my expertise as a School Counselor within Jeddah's dynamic educational ecosystem—a city where cultural heritage meets modern innovation and where your institution's mission aligns perfectly with my professional calling.
Throughout my career, I have cultivated specialized competencies in adolescent development, trauma-informed counseling, and culturally responsive academic advising. Having served as a licensed School Counselor at international institutions in the UAE and Canada, I have successfully implemented mental health programs that reduced student anxiety by 40% while improving academic engagement among marginalized youth populations. However, it is the unique opportunity to serve within Saudi Arabia's rapidly evolving educational landscape that compels me to pursue this scholarship. Jeddah—where ancient traditions meet cosmopolitan energy—represents the ideal environment for me to apply these skills while deeply immersing myself in the Kingdom's cultural context. My commitment extends beyond professional duty; I seek meaningful integration into Saudi society, having recently completed foundational Arabic language studies and engaged with local community initiatives through cross-cultural workshops.
My passion for school counseling in Jeddah specifically stems from witnessing firsthand how your national education reforms prioritize student well-being as central to academic achievement. The Kingdom's strategic focus on mental health awareness—evident in the Ministry of Education's recent "Healthy Minds, Brighter Futures" initiative—resonates with my belief that effective counseling is not merely supportive but foundational to educational success. In Jeddah, where youth represent 65% of the population and rapidly growing urban centers like Al-Balad and Al-Hada demand nuanced support systems, I am eager to apply evidence-based practices tailored to Saudi adolescents' unique experiences. Having conducted needs assessments in similar contexts, I recognize that culturally sensitive counseling must address intersectional factors including gender dynamics within educational settings, the transition from traditional learning environments to digital platforms, and the emotional impact of rapid societal modernization.
This Scholarship Application Letter represents not just a request for funding but a strategic alignment with Saudi Arabia's educational priorities. The scholarship would enable me to complete my Master's in School Counseling with an international certification program specializing in Middle Eastern youth development—a credential directly required for licensure under the Saudi Council of Educational Supervision. Specifically, I propose to focus on developing culturally attuned intervention models that integrate Islamic principles of mercy and guidance (Rahma) with contemporary therapeutic approaches. For instance, I intend to create a "Guidance Circle" framework where counselors facilitate peer-led support groups rooted in shared cultural values while addressing academic stressors identified through my research at King Abdulaziz University's Education Department.
The significance of this scholarship extends beyond personal advancement to community impact. In Jeddah, where 82% of schools lack dedicated counseling services according to the General Authority for Statistics (2023), my work would directly support the Kingdom's goal of increasing counselor-to-student ratios from 1:500 to 1:250 by 2030. I have already initiated partnerships with Jeddah-based NGOs like "Sahar" to develop transition programs for at-risk youth, and I am prepared to immediately implement these models upon arrival. My proposed project includes establishing a pilot counseling center in Jeddah's Al-Rawdah district—a community where youth unemployment exceeds national averages—and creating training modules for local educators on recognizing early signs of psychological distress.
What distinguishes my candidacy is my commitment to sustainable, locally integrated development. Unlike conventional approaches, I have researched Saudi-specific counseling challenges: the cultural stigma around mental health services (addressed through community awareness campaigns developed with religious scholars), and the digital divide in rural Jeddah outskirts (solved via mobile counseling units). My previous work in multicultural settings has taught me that effective School Counselor practice requires deep respect for local norms—such as incorporating family involvement protocols aligned with Saudi cultural values, which I will implement through monthly "Family Guidance Workshops" at participating schools. I have also secured preliminary partnerships with Jeddah's Ministry of Education and the King Abdulaziz Center for National Dialogue to ensure program alignment with national objectives.
Moreover, this scholarship represents a strategic investment in Saudi Arabia's human capital development. My long-term vision includes establishing a regional School Counselor Training Hub at Jeddah University, which would train 200+ counselors annually by 2035. I am already collaborating with Dr. Layla Al-Suhaimi of the College of Education to design a curriculum that bridges global best practices and Saudi educational philosophy—ensuring graduates understand both cognitive behavioral techniques and the importance of spiritual well-being (Taqwa) in student development. This initiative directly supports Vision 2030's "National Transformation Program" goal to develop an educated, skilled society.
I acknowledge that becoming a School Counselor in Saudi Arabia Jeddah requires more than professional qualifications—it demands cultural humility, patience, and a genuine commitment to the Kingdom's journey. Having spent two months volunteering at Jeddah's International Schools Foundation last year (during which I observed counselors navigating cross-cultural dynamics with remarkable grace), I have seen how vital this role is. My application reflects not just my credentials but my heartfelt dedication to becoming an integral part of Jeddah's educational fabric, contributing to a generation where every student—regardless of background—can thrive in harmony with their cultural identity and academic aspirations.
As I complete this Scholarship Application Letter, I am reminded that education is the Kingdom's most precious investment. I promise to honor this scholarship through rigorous academic pursuit, unwavering service to Saudi students, and active participation in Jeddah's community transformation. With your support, I will not only become a certified School Counselor but an advocate who helps shape the future of education in Saudi Arabia Jeddah—one student at a time.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills and vision align with your mission during an interview at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Amina Al-Harbi
Registered School Counselor (RSC), International Certified
Arabic Language Certification Level B2 (DELF)
Email: a.alharbi@scholarship.edu.sa | Phone: +966 5X XXX XXXX
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