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For the Social Work Scholarship Program in Canada Montreal
October 26, 2023
Scholarship Committee
Montreal Social Work Foundation
5501 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal, Quebec H4B 1R6
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Social Work Scholarship Program in Canada Montreal, with deep respect for the transformative work of your foundation in advancing mental health equity and community resilience. As a dedicated aspiring Social Worker with over three years of frontline experience supporting vulnerable populations in urban settings, I have meticulously prepared this Scholarship Application Letter to articulate how this opportunity will empower me to contribute meaningfully to Montreal's diverse communities as a culturally competent practitioner.
My Journey Toward Social Work in Montreal
My commitment to social justice emerged during my undergraduate studies in Sociology at the University of Toronto, where I volunteered with the Downtown Eastside Women's Centre. Witnessing systemic barriers faced by immigrant women—particularly those navigating language gaps and trauma—I realized that effective advocacy requires both academic rigor and deep cultural immersion. This conviction propelled me to pursue advanced training in Social Work with a focus on Montreal's unique multicultural landscape. Having completed a year of fieldwork at the Montreal Community Action Network (MCAN), I witnessed firsthand how localized interventions can dismantle isolation among Francophone immigrant communities and LGBTQ+ youth in Plateau-Mont-Royal. The vibrant, yet complex social fabric of Canada Montreal has become my professional compass.
Why Montreal? Why Now?
Montreal presents an unparalleled ecosystem for social work innovation where language, culture, and policy converge. As the only major Canadian city with a predominantly French-speaking population coexisting within a globalized context, it demands Social Workers who understand both Quebec's distinct social model and Canada's federal support frameworks. My research into Montreal-specific challenges—such as the 2021 report by the Quebec Ministry of Health highlighting a 34% increase in youth mental health crises in marginalized neighborhoods—reinforced my determination to specialize in trauma-informed care for immigrant adolescents. I am particularly drawn to Concordia University's Master of Social Work program, which integrates Montreal's community-based learning model through partnerships with organizations like the Centre de santé communautaire Saint-Jean-Baptiste. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for funding; it is a strategic investment in my ability to bridge research and practice within Canada Montreal's evolving service landscape.
Professional Alignment with Montreal's Social Needs
During my fieldwork with MCAN, I co-designed a bilingual peer-support initiative for refugee youth that reduced school absenteeism by 27% in its pilot phase. This experience crystallized my understanding that successful social work in Canada Montreal requires navigating the delicate balance between Quebec's cultural identity framework and federal multicultural policies. I am committed to specializing in intergenerational trauma support—a critical gap identified by the Montreal Urban Community Health Services (MUCHS) for Senegalese and Haitian communities. My proposed thesis, "Language as Healing: Decolonizing Mental Health Narratives in Francophone Immigrant Youth," directly addresses a priority outlined in the City of Montreal's 2030 Social Inclusion Plan. This scholarship would enable me to access specialized training with Dr. Émilie Tremblay at the Institute for Research on Social Development (IRSD), whose work on linguistic trauma aligns perfectly with my goals.
How This Scholarship Empowers My Impact
The financial barrier to advanced social work education in Canada Montreal represents a significant obstacle for many promising practitioners from underrepresented backgrounds. As the first in my family to pursue graduate studies, I have self-funded my initial field placements through part-time work, which has limited my capacity for deep community immersion. This scholarship would eliminate that constraint, allowing me to dedicate 100% of my time to clinical training at Montreal's Hôpital Saint-Luc and the Centre d'Accueil et de Développement de l'Enfant (CADE). Specifically, I require funding for: 1) The $2,850 required for Concordia's Intercultural Social Work Certificate; 2) Transportation to rural community sites across the Montreal region; and 3) Cultural brokerage training through the Association des Professionnels en Travail Social du Québec (APTSQ). These components are non-negotiable for delivering ethically grounded practice in Canada Montreal.
Long-Term Vision for Social Work in Canada Montreal
My career trajectory is meticulously aligned with Quebec's social development priorities. In five years, I aim to establish a community hub in Saint-Henri—where over 40% of residents face food insecurity—that integrates trauma counseling, language preservation workshops, and employment pathways for immigrant women. I have already secured preliminary partnerships with the Société de logement de Montréal (SLM) and the Association des Parents et des Enfants du Saint-Laurent. This scholarship is the critical catalyst for this vision: it would fund my research on "Culturally Safe Mental Health Pathways" that will directly inform policy recommendations to Montreal's Office of Equity and Inclusion. As a future Social Worker, I commit to publishing findings through the Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health—ensuring Montreal's best practices reach national audiences.
Throughout my career, I have been inspired by Montreal's legacy of social innovation—from the pioneering work of Sister Marie-Louise Lajoie to current initiatives like the Montreal Youth Wellbeing Project. I am prepared to honor this tradition with evidence-based practice, cultural humility, and relentless advocacy. This Scholarship Application Letter represents more than financial need; it is a pledge to contribute as a Social Worker who embodies Montreal's spirit of resilience while advancing Canada's commitment to inclusive communities.
I have attached my CV detailing fieldwork experiences across 12 Montreal neighborhoods, letters of recommendation from MCAN and Concordia faculty, and a comprehensive budget proposal. Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in community mobilization (including our refugee youth program's partnership with the Ville de Montréal) can directly serve your mission as a recipient of this prestigious scholarship.
Sincerely,
Amina Diallo
Master of Social Work Candidate, Concordia University
Montreal, Quebec
Email: amina.diallo@concordia.ca | Phone: (514) 555-0198
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