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Scholarship Application Letter for Social Work Education in Myanmar Yangon
Date: October 26, 2023
Admissions Committee
Global Social Impact Scholarship Program
International Humanitarian Foundation
150 Geneva Avenue, New York, NY 10016
Subject: Application for Scholarship to Advance Social Work Practice in Myanmar Yangon
Dear Esteemed Members of the Admissions Committee,
I am writing with profound humility and unwavering determination to submit my application for the Global Social Impact Scholarship. As a dedicated social work professional deeply embedded in the vibrant yet challenging landscape of Yangon, Myanmar, I seek this transformative opportunity to pursue advanced studies in Social Work at your esteemed institution. This scholarship represents not merely an academic investment but a critical catalyst for addressing systemic vulnerabilities within Myanmar's most marginalized communities—particularly in Yangon, where I have witnessed firsthand the urgent need for culturally grounded social intervention.
My journey as a Social Worker began during my undergraduate studies at Yangon University of Distance Education, where I interned with the Myanmar Social Welfare Department. In 2021, while working in Hlaing Tharyar Township—a densely populated urban area grappling with rapid displacement from conflict zones—I encountered families living in makeshift settlements along the Kyaukphyu River. Many were internally displaced persons (IDPs) fleeing violence in Kayin State, surviving on less than $1.50 per day. I recall a single mother named Daw Khin sharing her child’s story: "We have no school, no clinic, only dust and hope." This moment crystallized my commitment to social justice. Since then, I have volunteered with Yangon-based NGOs like Shanti Society, providing trauma counseling to Rohingya children in refugee camps near Seikkyi Township and coordinating food distribution for elderly residents in Bahan’s informal settlements.
My current role as a Community Outreach Coordinator at the Yangon Social Work Association (YSWA) has deepened my understanding of Myanmar's unique socio-cultural context. In Yangon, where traditional Buddhist values emphasize communal responsibility ("hpya" or mutual care), modern crises—including economic instability post-2021 coup, climate displacement, and inadequate public health infrastructure—have strained these bonds. Last year alone, YSWA documented over 12,000 cases of child labor in Yangon’s garment factories and street food markets. Yet, our capacity remains limited by a severe shortage of trained social workers: Myanmar has fewer than 50 certified professionals per million citizens (World Bank, 2022), versus the global average of 318. This gap directly fuels cycles of poverty in Yangon’s peri-urban zones—from Kanbawzathadi to Mingaladon—where children miss school to support families and elderly face isolation.
It is precisely this critical deficit that my scholarship application seeks to address. The Master of Social Work (MSW) program at your institution aligns perfectly with Yangon’s needs through its specialized curriculum in Crisis Intervention & Trauma-Informed Care, Community Organizing for Marginalized Groups, and Policy Advocacy in Conflict Zones. I am particularly eager to study under Professor Elena Rodriguez’s course on "Urban Poverty Dynamics," which offers frameworks applicable to Yangon’s complex realities. Upon completion, I will return to Myanmar Yangon not only with advanced skills but also with a research project focused on integrating Buddhist ethical principles into social work practice—addressing cultural barriers that currently prevent 65% of vulnerable communities from accessing services (Yangon Social Development Survey, 2023).
My proposed plan for applying this scholarship in Myanmar Yangon includes three strategic initiatives: First, establishing a mobile social work unit serving informal settlements along the Sittwe River—providing psychosocial support to 500+ women affected by gender-based violence. Second, developing a community-led mental health training program for village elders (key decision-makers in Burmese households), co-facilitated with Yangon University’s Department of Psychology. Third, collaborating with the Ministry of Social Welfare to draft a policy proposal on child labor prevention, using data collected from my fieldwork in Yangon’s industrial zones. These efforts directly respond to the UNDP Myanmar 2023 report identifying "urban social exclusion" as a top priority for sustainable development in Yangon.
Financially, this scholarship is indispensable. I have exhausted all local funding sources: My monthly income of $180 from YSWA covers basic needs but cannot support tuition or research expenses. The scholarship’s $15,000 stipend would cover 95% of my program costs while allowing me to maintain my current position with YSWA—a critical continuity for community trust in Yangon. Importantly, I have secured a formal letter of intent from the Yangon Social Work Association endorsing this partnership, recognizing that investing in social workers like myself is the most sustainable path to reducing Myanmar’s social service deficit.
My vision extends beyond individual impact. In Myanmar Yangon, where communities once thrived on collective resilience but now face fragmentation from displacement and economic collapse, I believe trained Social Workers are the architects of renewal. This scholarship would empower me to build a pipeline for future social work leaders through mentorship programs in Yangon’s universities—a direct response to the crisis highlighted by my daily work. When Daw Khin’s son finally attends school this year because we secured a scholarship for him, I see why this investment matters not as an abstract concept but as a lived reality.
I am deeply honored to submit my Scholarship Application Letter in service of Myanmar Yangon’s most vulnerable. With your support, I will transform academic knowledge into tangible community strength—proving that in the heart of Yangon, where resilience meets compassion, social change is not just possible but inevitable. Thank you for considering my application and for championing the vital mission of social work in our world.
With utmost respect and hope,
Aye Thet
Community Outreach Coordinator, Yangon Social Work Association
Yangon, Myanmar | +95 9 7654 3210 | aye.thet@yswa.org.mm
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