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For the Houston Community Social Work Advancement Scholarship
October 26, 2023
Houston Community Social Work Foundation
1500 Texas Avenue, Suite 1200
Houston, TX 77002
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Houston Community Social Work Advancement Scholarship. As a dedicated aspiring Social Worker deeply committed to serving vulnerable populations in the United States Houston community, this scholarship represents not merely financial support but a transformative opportunity to advance my professional mission. Having grown up within Houston's vibrant cultural tapestry and witnessed firsthand the profound impact of compassionate social services, I have resolved to dedicate my career to addressing systemic inequities that persist across our diverse neighborhoods—from the historically underserved communities of East Houston to the rapidly evolving immigrant enclaves in Northside.
My journey toward becoming a Social Worker began during my undergraduate studies at the University of Houston, where I majored in Sociology while interning at the Houston Food Bank's Family Support Program. There, I coordinated meal distribution for 120+ families daily across Harris County, documenting how economic instability intersects with trauma in our communities. One particular case—a single mother working three jobs who lost her housing due to medical debt—catalyzed my commitment to policy advocacy alongside direct service. This experience solidified my understanding that effective Social Work in the United States Houston context requires both clinical expertise and cultural humility, especially when serving populations comprising 42% of Houston's residents who identify as Hispanic/Latino and 19% as Black/African American.
My academic trajectory has been intentionally focused on equipping me for this specialized work. I graduated with honors (GPA: 3.85/4.0) from the UH College of Social Work's accelerated BSW program, completing my field placement at the Houston Children's Center where I co-developed a trauma-informed outreach initiative for foster youth aging out of care—reducing their risk of homelessness by 27% through partnerships with local housing authorities. This project required navigating Houston's complex service ecosystem: collaborating with the Harris County Juvenile Probation Department, coordinating transportation via METRO, and culturally adapting resources for LGBTQ+ youth from refugee backgrounds. I am now pursuing a Master of Social Work (MSW) at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston with an emphasis in Community Organizing and Health Equity—a program that directly prepares me for the challenges facing our city's most marginalized populations.
What distinguishes my candidacy is my deep familiarity with Houston's unique social landscape. Having served as a community health navigator for the Houston Health Department during Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts, I witnessed how environmental injustice disproportionately impacts low-income communities in areas like Sunnyside and Fifth Ward—where 63% of residents live below 200% of the federal poverty level. This experience reinforced why Social Work must be place-based; our solutions must reflect Houston's identity as a city where over 140 languages are spoken, where historic redlining created persistent health disparities, and where community-led initiatives like the Houston Neighborhood Centers Network demonstrate grassroots resilience. I've already begun applying this perspective by co-founding "Houston Roots," a student-led initiative connecting MSW interns with neighborhood associations in West University to address food insecurity through culturally specific cooking workshops.
Financial barriers remain my most significant obstacle to full professional development. While I maintain a 30-hour/week clinical externship at the Texas Children's Hospital Behavioral Health Clinic, I cannot afford the $12,000 in required field placement transportation costs and specialized training fees for trauma certification (EMDR and CPT). This scholarship would alleviate these burdens, allowing me to fully engage with Houston's most critical social service networks. More importantly, it would enable me to complete my MSW without accumulating excessive student debt—a necessity given that 78% of Social Workers in Harris County earn less than $50,000 annually. Your investment aligns with the Houston Community Social Work Foundation's mission to cultivate locally-rooted practitioners who will address our city's pressing needs: from the 16,243 children in foster care (per Texas DFPS 2022 data) to the over 75,000 unhoused individuals documented by Houston Homeless Coalition.
I am particularly drawn to this scholarship because it recognizes that effective Social Work in United States Houston transcends clinical practice—it demands advocacy for policy reforms like expanded Medicaid eligibility and affordable housing initiatives. My proposed capstone project, "Building Resilience Through Community Land Trusts in East Houston," directly addresses these systemic issues. I will partner with the East End Community Center to develop a model that combines social work interventions with economic development, creating sustainable pathways out of poverty through cooperative homeownership—proving that Social Workers must be architects of structural change as much as healers of individual trauma.
As we confront Houston's demographic shifts (projected 23% population growth by 2040) and persistent inequities in education, healthcare, and housing, the need for culturally competent Social Workers has never been more urgent. I bring to this scholarship not only academic rigor but a lived understanding of Houston’s communities—a perspective that transforms theoretical knowledge into practical solutions. My goal is to become a licensed clinical social worker specializing in refugee and immigrant mental health services at the Houston Immigrant Services Network, where I can apply my bilingual (English/Spanish) skills and cultural competence to serve the 140,000 undocumented individuals residing in Harris County.
Thank you for considering my Scholarship Application Letter. I am eager to contribute to the legacy of compassionate service that defines Houston's social work community and would be honored to become a recipient of this vital support. Please find my complete application package attached, including transcripts, letters of recommendation from Dr. Evelyn Rodriguez (UH Social Work Department Chair) and Mr. David Chen (Director at Houston Food Bank), and a detailed budget outlining how this scholarship will directly impact my ability to serve the people of United States Houston.
Sincerely,
Alex Morgan
MSW Candidate, University of Texas Medical Branch
Houston, TX | amorgan@utmb.edu | (713) 555-0198
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