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October 26, 2023
Dr. Eleanor Vance
Director of Educational Advancement
New Zealand Inclusive Education Trust
Auckland, New Zealand
Dear Dr. Vance,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering commitment to transformative education that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Inclusive Education Scholarship, specifically designed to support emerging professionals entering the field of Special Education Teacher practice within New Zealand Auckland. As a dedicated educator with five years of hands-on experience in inclusive classroom environments across diverse cultural contexts, I have developed a deep understanding of how specialized pedagogy can unlock potential for learners with complex needs. This scholarship represents not merely financial support, but the catalyst I require to fully immerse myself in the unique educational landscape of New Zealand Auckland and contribute meaningfully to its vision of equitable learning opportunities for all students.
My journey began in Wellington where I earned my Bachelor of Education (Special Needs) with Honors, specializing in autism spectrum disorders and diverse learning profiles. During my practicum at Te Kura o Te Pūkenga (Wellington Special School), I co-developed a sensory-motor integration curriculum that increased student engagement by 78% within six months. However, it was my subsequent role as a support teacher at Manurewa Primary School—a vibrant Auckland community school serving over 1,200 students from 45 cultural backgrounds—that crystallized my professional purpose. Witnessing how Special Education Teacher practitioners in New Zealand Auckland bridge cultural, linguistic, and neurological diversity through the lens of Te Whāriki (the early childhood curriculum) and the New Zealand Curriculum's Kaupapa Māori principles ignited my commitment to this field. I became particularly adept at implementing te reo Māori-based communication strategies for students with speech impairments—a practice now integral to my teaching philosophy.
What draws me specifically to New Zealand Auckland is its unparalleled ecosystem of inclusive education innovation. As Aotearoa's most culturally diverse city, Auckland offers a living laboratory for adaptive pedagogy where I can apply my skills across Māori, Pasifika, Asian, and European contexts. The Department of Education's recent investment in the Kōhanga Reo Special Education Pathways initiative aligns perfectly with my expertise in culturally responsive assessment. I am especially eager to contribute to Auckland's growing network of kura kaupapa (Māori-medium) special education units, such as Te Kura o Ngāti Porou in Otahuhu, where the integration of Indigenous knowledge systems with special education frameworks creates truly transformative learning experiences. This scholarship would empower me to pursue the Postgraduate Diploma in Special Education at the University of Auckland—specifically designed for practitioners working within New Zealand's unique bicultural context—which is essential for deepening my understanding of tikanga Māori applications in special education settings.
My professional philosophy centers on the belief that every learner possesses innate potential when provided with appropriately tailored environments. In Auckland, I have witnessed how this principle manifests through programs like the Auckland Regional Special Education Programme (ARSEP), which successfully supports students transitioning from home to school environments. During my time at Mangere Central School, I spearheaded a peer-mentoring initiative pairing neurotypical students with those on the autism spectrum for collaborative learning activities. This project not only improved social skills for 32 students but also cultivated empathy across the entire school community—a reflection of the inclusive ethos that defines New Zealand Auckland's educational approach. I am particularly inspired by Te Wānanga o Aotearoa's work in embedding Māori worldview into special education practice, and I aim to integrate similar principles into my future role as a Special Education Teacher.
The financial barrier to advanced professional development represents the most significant obstacle to my full contribution. As a New Zealand citizen with limited family financial resources, the cost of postgraduate studies would otherwise require me to reduce hours at my current position—directly impacting the 15 students I currently support. This scholarship would alleviate that burden while enabling me to complete specialized training in neurodiversity-affirming practices, trauma-informed approaches for Pasifika learners, and evidence-based literacy interventions for students with complex needs. The $15,000 stipend would cover tuition, essential resources like the Autism Education Trust's 'Making it Happen' framework materials, and travel costs to attend monthly mentorship sessions at Auckland's Centre for Inclusive Education.
My commitment extends beyond individual classrooms. I have collaborated with the Auckland City Council on their Disability Action Plan to develop community awareness workshops for families of children with intellectual disabilities in South Auckland—where 38% of students qualify for special education support under Ministry guidelines. This experience taught me how systemic barriers impact educational access, reinforcing my determination to advocate for policy changes through my scholarship-supported studies. Upon completion, I plan to work within the Auckland Region's Special Education Support Service (SESS), focusing on developing culturally responsive transition plans that align with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities—a framework deeply embedded in New Zealand's national education strategy.
What sets me apart is my unique ability to synthesize international best practices with local Aotearoa contexts. While teaching at a community school in Singapore, I adapted Universal Design for Learning principles for students with dyslexia—practices I now refine through partnerships with Auckland's iwi (tribes) and cultural advisors. This cross-cultural perspective allows me to recognize how universal educational needs intersect with specific Māori and Pasifika learning paradigms. For instance, I developed a whānau (family)-centered assessment tool incorporating waiata (songs) for students with anxiety—now being piloted at Ōtara-Papatoetoe Primary School. This innovation emerged from understanding that in New Zealand Auckland, education is fundamentally relational and community-driven, not merely transactional.
As I prepare to submit this Scholarship Application Letter, I am filled with gratitude for the opportunity to contribute to New Zealand's educational excellence. The vision of a future where every child in New Zealand Auckland—regardless of ability, ethnicity, or background—thrives in an environment designed for their unique genius is not merely professional ambition; it is my lived commitment. With this scholarship, I will become a more skilled Special Education Teacher, equipped to support the next generation of Aotearoa's learners while honoring the principles of manaakitanga (care), kaitiakitanga (guardianship), and whanaungatanga (relationships) that define our nation's educational spirit. I eagerly await the opportunity to discuss how my skills align with your mission, and remain available for an interview at your earliest convenience.
Respectfully submitted,
Amara Tāwhai
Registered Special Education Teacher (NZQTC)
Auckland, New Zealand
amara.tawhai@email.nz | +64 9 876 5432
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