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October 26, 2023
Scholarship Selection Committee
Philippine Special Education Development Foundation (PSEDF)
123 Pasig River Road, Makati City, Metro Manila 1200
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER TRAINING
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Selection Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Special Education Teacher Scholarship Program offered by the Philippine Special Education Development Foundation (PSEDF). As a dedicated educator currently serving in public schools across Manila, I have witnessed firsthand the transformative power of specialized education for children with diverse learning needs. This scholarship represents not merely an academic opportunity, but a critical catalyst for my mission to revolutionize inclusive education practices within the vibrant yet underserved communities of Philippines Manila.
My journey in special education began during my undergraduate studies at the University of the Philippines Diliman, where I majored in Elementary Education with a specialization in Inclusive Practices. During my practicum at M.L. Quezon Elementary School in Tondo, Manila, I encountered students with autism, cerebral palsy, and intellectual disabilities who were systematically excluded from mainstream classrooms due to inadequate teacher training and resource constraints. One student, Maria—a 9-year-old girl with severe dyslexia—had been labeled "uneducable" by three previous teachers before I met her. Through tailored reading strategies and assistive technology I developed with limited resources, Maria progressed from pre-reading to grade-level comprehension within one academic year. This experience crystallized my commitment: every child in Philippines Manila deserves access to education that recognizes their unique potential.
I have since served as a Special Education Resource Teacher at the Quezon City National High School for three years, where I designed and implemented the "Manila Inclusive Learning Initiative" (MILI), a community-based program serving 210 students with learning differences across five public schools. Our initiative addressed systemic barriers through: (1) teacher training workshops on Universal Design for Learning in Manila's culturally diverse classrooms, (2) partnerships with local NGOs like the Philippine Association of the Deaf to provide sign language interpreters, and (3) mobile resource centers delivering low-cost assistive tools to families in informal settlements. Our pilot program reduced student absenteeism by 42% and increased parent engagement by 68% within one year—results that earned recognition from the Department of Education's Regional Office III.
Despite these successes, I recognize that sustainable impact requires advanced expertise. Current Philippine special education programs often lack curriculum depth in evidence-based practices for complex disabilities prevalent in urban settings like Manila. The PSEDF scholarship would enable me to pursue a Master of Science in Special Education at the University of Santo Tomas—the nation's oldest and most respected institution for teacher training—with a focus on "Multisensory Instructional Strategies for Urban Learners." This specialized program uniquely addresses gaps I've observed in Manila schools: high student-to-teacher ratios (1:45 in many public special education units), limited technology access, and cultural barriers to disability acceptance among Filipino families. My coursework will directly inform the expansion of MILI to include vocational training pathways for adolescents with autism—a critical need given Manila's growing youth unemployment rate among persons with disabilities.
What distinguishes this scholarship is its strategic alignment with the Philippine Department of Education's "Inclusive Education 2025" roadmap, which prioritizes Manila as a pilot city for disability-inclusive education. The program's emphasis on community-based training mirrors my field experience where I co-created "Parent-Teacher Support Circles" in Manila neighborhoods like Pandacan and Santa Mesa—sessions that empowered caregivers to become active partners in their children's education. Your foundation’s commitment to "transforming classrooms through local leadership" resonates deeply with my vision: not just to receive training, but to become a trainer of trainers who will scale impact across Manila's 350+ public schools serving students with disabilities.
My proposed post-scholarship plan directly addresses systemic challenges in Philippines Manila. Upon completing the program, I will establish the "Manila Special Education Hub" at our school district office—a physical and digital resource center providing: (1) free training for 500 teachers annually, (2) a lending library of culturally responsive teaching materials for Filipino families, and (3) partnerships with Manila's Department of Social Welfare to integrate disability-inclusive livelihood programs. Critically, I will implement a "Scholarship Ambassador" model where each recipient trains two peers in their community—creating an exponential ripple effect from one scholarship. This approach addresses the alarming statistic that only 17% of special education teachers in Metro Manila have advanced training, per the 2022 DepEd Teacher Survey.
I am particularly drawn to PSEDF's legacy of empowering educators like myself. Your partnership with the Manila Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MMWSS) to provide accessible school facilities for students with mobility challenges demonstrates how strategic collaborations solve real-world barriers—exactly the model I will replicate through this scholarship. My application includes a letter from DepEd Region IV-A confirming my active teaching status, along with documentation of MILI's impact metrics. I have also secured preliminary commitments from five Manila public schools to serve as training sites for our expanded program.
As a native of Tondo—Manila's oldest district—I carry a deep personal stake in this work. My grandmother, who taught in rural Quezon, instilled in me the belief that "education is the bridge from poverty to possibility." In Manila, where 1.8 million children with disabilities remain out of school (UNICEF Philippines 2023), I see not just a challenge but a profound opportunity to build bridges of inclusion. This scholarship would equip me not merely as a Special Education Teacher, but as an architect of systemic change for the children who need it most.
I am prepared to commit to 5 years of service in Manila public schools post-graduation, with my first assignment at the newly designated Special Education School in Malabon City—a site serving over 300 students from low-income families. My vision extends beyond classrooms: I will collaborate with Manila's city government on disability-inclusive urban planning initiatives, ensuring our children can navigate school routes safely and participate fully in community life.
Thank you for considering my application for this transformative opportunity. I welcome the chance to discuss how my field experience, cultural understanding of Manila's educational landscape, and commitment to inclusive education align with PSEDF's mission. As a future Special Education Teacher in Philippines Manila, I pledge to honor this scholarship by turning every child’s potential into reality.
Sincerely,
Maria L. Santos
Special Education Resource Teacher | Quezon City National High School
Licensure Number: PE2023-8879
Contact: maria.santos@deped.gov.ph | +63 917 123 4567
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