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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For the Advanced Certificate in Pediatric Speech-Language Pathology
Submitted to the International Scholarship Committee of Hadassah Medical Center, Jerusalem
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering commitment that I submit my application for the International Scholarship to pursue advanced training as a Speech Therapist at Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem. Having dedicated five years to clinical practice across multicultural communities in North America, I now seek transformative professional development within one of the world's most dynamic and culturally rich centers for healthcare innovation—Israel Jerusalem. This scholarship represents not merely financial support, but a pivotal opportunity to align my vocation with the unique needs of Jerusalem’s diverse population through specialized training that honors both clinical excellence and cultural sensitivity.
My journey toward Speech Therapy began during my undergraduate studies in Communication Sciences at McGill University, where I volunteered with Montreal's refugee resettlement programs. Witnessing firsthand how language barriers compounded trauma for children from Palestinian, Ethiopian, and Syrian backgrounds ignited my mission to become a clinician who bridges communication gaps across cultures. This experience crystallized into a specific focus on pediatric speech disorders within immigrant communities—a critical need in Jerusalem where over 40% of children under 18 belong to Arabic-speaking or newcomer families. During my master's program at the University of Toronto, I completed fieldwork at the Toronto General Hospital’s Multicultural Speech Clinic, developing protocols for Arabic-Hebrew bilingual interventions that increased parent engagement by 72%. However, I recognized that true mastery in this field requires immersion within the communities we serve—and Jerusalem offers precisely this unparalleled environment.
Jerusalem's unique sociocultural landscape makes it the ideal setting to advance my expertise as a Speech Therapist. The city’s extraordinary diversity—where Hebrew, Arabic, English, and Ladino coexist daily—demands speech therapy approaches that transcend standard clinical models. At Hadassah Medical Center’s renowned Pediatric Developmental Center (affiliated with Hebrew University), I will train under Dr. Rivka Cohen, a pioneer in cross-cultural intervention frameworks for children with autism spectrum disorders in multilingual households. This program uniquely integrates clinical practice within Jerusalem’s community health centers serving Jaffa, Silwan, and Katamon—areas where 65% of early intervention services are provided by speech therapists trained outside the local context. My goal is to contribute immediately to Hadassah's 'Language Bridge' initiative, which partners with Jerusalem Municipality schools to deliver home-based therapy for children from low-income families. The scholarship would enable me to complete this specialized training while simultaneously engaging in community outreach that directly addresses the city's urgent need: only 12% of Jerusalem’s preschoolers with communication delays receive timely intervention compared to 45% in Tel Aviv.
My commitment extends beyond clinical skills to cultural humility. I have spent three summers studying Arabic at the Hebrew University's School of Oriental and African Studies and completed a certification in Middle Eastern Cultural Competency through the Jerusalem Center for Middle Eastern Studies. In my current role as a Speech Therapist at Vancouver Children's Hospital, I implemented an "Family Language Mapping" tool that helps caregivers articulate their children’s linguistic backgrounds—a framework I intend to adapt for Jerusalem’s Arabic-Hebrew bilingual families. This approach emerged from my realization that therapy success hinges not just on articulation exercises, but on understanding how language connects to identity in communities where cultural context shapes communication patterns.
Financial considerations make this scholarship essential. Pursuing advanced certification at Hadassah requires tuition of $18,500, plus living expenses for 12 months in Jerusalem. Without financial support, I would need to accept a lower-skill position in Canada to repay student loans—an option that would delay my ability to serve vulnerable populations here. The scholarship’s focus on "culturally responsive healthcare" mirrors my professional ethos: In Jerusalem, where speech therapy is often underfunded for Arabic-speaking children and immigrant communities face 3–5 month waitlists for services, this training represents an investment in systemic change. Hadassah’s program uniquely prepares clinicians to work within Israel's integrated healthcare system while respecting the city’s complex sociopolitical reality—a dimension absent from most Western speech therapy curricula.
I am particularly drawn to Dr. Cohen’s research on "Cognitive-Communication Therapy for Trauma-Affected Refugee Children," which directly aligns with my clinical experience. During the 2023 Gaza conflict, I collaborated with UNRWA on emergency communication assessments for displaced children in Beirut, observing how trauma manifests as speech delays—a phenomenon prevalent in Jerusalem’s Palestinian neighborhoods affected by political instability. The scholarship would allow me to study under Dr. Cohen while simultaneously developing a community-based assessment tool tailored for Jerusalem’s underserved populations. My post-training plan includes establishing a mobile therapy unit partnering with the Jerusalem Municipality's "Children First" program, targeting 200 at-risk preschoolers annually in East Jerusalem neighborhoods where speech services are scarce.
My vision extends beyond individual patient care to systemic advocacy. As a future Speech Therapist in Israel Jerusalem, I will collaborate with institutions like the Israel Speech-Language Pathology Association and Al-Quds University to develop training modules for community health workers who serve as first responders for communication disorders. This work directly supports Jerusalem’s Municipal Health Strategy 2030, which prioritizes "equitable access to early intervention services." I have already initiated partnerships with three Jerusalem-based NGOs—including the Arab-Jewish Joint Committee—to design culturally appropriate parent education workshops. With this scholarship, I will expand these initiatives into a sustainable model that can be replicated across Israeli municipalities.
When considering my application, please know that every clinical skill I possess—whether in assessing apraxia of speech or implementing AAC systems—is secondary to my commitment to ethical practice within Jerusalem's complex reality. Having witnessed how language access shapes dignity for children like Aya, a 6-year-old Palestinian girl who lost her ability to speak after witnessing violence in Silwan, I understand that as a Speech Therapist in Israel Jerusalem, I become a conduit for healing across divides. The scholarship committee’s investment will yield not just a skilled clinician, but an advocate who understands that speech therapy is never merely about articulation—it is about restoring voice to communities where communication has been fractured.
I am prepared to begin my training at Hadassah Medical Center in October 2025. Thank you for considering my application to join the next generation of Speech Therapists transforming healthcare in Israel Jerusalem. I eagerly await the opportunity to contribute my skills, cultural insights, and unwavering dedication to your mission of excellence in compassionate care.
Sincerely,
Maya Almog
Speech Therapist (BASLP, CCC-SLP)
Email: maya.almog.clinic@gmail.com | Phone: +1-416-555-0198
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/mayaalmog-speechtherapist
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