Scholarship Application Letter - Speech Therapist
Scholarship Application Letter for Advanced Training in Speech Therapy
Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Anuradha Perera
Scholarship Committee Chairperson
Sri Lanka Medical Council (SLMC)
No. 25, Independence Avenue
Colombo 03, Sri Lanka
Subject: Formal Application for the National Scholarship for Advanced Speech Therapy Training in Sri Lanka Colombo
Dear Dr. Perera and Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound respect for the critical mission of healthcare advancement in Sri Lanka that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter. As a dedicated clinical graduate from the Faculty of Allied Health Sciences at the University of Kelaniya, I have committed myself to addressing a severe yet often overlooked public health crisis: the scarcity of specialized Speech Therapists across our nation—particularly in Colombo, where urbanization has intensified demand for these services. My application centers on securing financial support to pursue an internationally accredited Master’s program in Speech-Language Pathology at the University of Melbourne, with a clear vision to return and transform speech therapy services in Sri Lanka Colombo.
My journey toward becoming a Speech Therapist began during my undergraduate studies when I volunteered at Lady Ridgeway Hospital’s pediatric audiology unit in Colombo. There, I witnessed firsthand the devastating impact of untreated speech and language disorders on children from low-income families. A poignant example remains etched in my memory: a 7-year-old boy from Kandy, displaced to Colombo due to flood-induced migration, was diagnosed with severe articulation disorders and developmental delay—yet he received only three therapy sessions before his family could no longer afford transportation costs. This experience crystallized my purpose: I cannot remain a bystander while thousands in Sri Lanka Colombo wait months for basic speech assessments. The World Health Organization’s 2022 report confirming Sri Lanka’s ratio of <1 Speech Therapist per 200,000 people (compared to the global standard of 1:5,543) is not merely data—it is a moral imperative driving my resolve.
The current state of speech therapy in Colombo reflects systemic neglect. Public hospitals like Ragama Teaching Hospital and Polwatte Medical Center operate with only 2–3 therapists for over 80,000 annual outpatient visits. Private clinics, though more accessible, are prohibitively expensive for the majority of Colombo’s population. My fieldwork with the Sri Lanka Speech and Hearing Association (SLSHA) revealed that over 65% of children identified with speech disorders in Colombo’s urban slums never receive intervention due to cost barriers and cultural stigma—where families often perceive speech difficulties as “shyness” rather than a medical condition. As a Speech Therapist-in-training, I have designed community outreach modules teaching parents in Colombo’s Pettah district how to support early language development using locally available resources (e.g., storytelling with traditional folktales). Yet, without advanced training in evidence-based therapeutic techniques and culturally responsive interventions, my ability to scale this impact remains limited.
This Scholarship Application Letter is a strategic step toward closing that gap. The University of Melbourne’s Master of Speech Pathology program uniquely integrates global best practices with cross-cultural competency training—essential for addressing Sri Lanka’s linguistic diversity (Sinhala, Tamil, English) and rural-urban healthcare disparities. I specifically seek training in:
· Neurogenic speech disorders management (critical given Colombo’s rising stroke and traumatic brain injury rates)
· Cultural adaptation of therapy protocols for low-literacy communities
· Telepractice frameworks to serve remote Colombo suburbs like Mount Lavinia and Dehiwala
Upon completion, I will immediately establish a mobile Speech Therapy Unit in Colombo under the SLSHA partnership. This unit will provide free screenings at 15 community centers across Colombo North and South, utilizing low-cost tools like locally manufactured articulation cards to ensure sustainability. Crucially, I will collaborate with the University of Colombo’s Faculty of Medicine to integrate speech therapy curricula into medical training—a model proven successful in Malaysia but absent in Sri Lanka. My five-year plan includes: (1) Training 30 community health workers as speech therapy assistants, (2) Launching a telehealth hub connecting Colombo clinics with rural districts, and (3) Advocating for national policy reforms to include speech therapy under the National Health Insurance scheme.
My commitment extends beyond clinical practice. I have already secured preliminary partnerships: Lady Ridgeway Hospital has offered space for my mobile unit, while the Ministry of Health’s Divisional Secretariat in Colombo 03 confirmed support for community engagement. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely an academic request—it is a pledge to harness international expertise to solve Sri Lanka’s most urgent healthcare gaps. I recognize that investing in a Speech Therapist like myself directly advances SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) for Sri Lankan children who deserve to speak, learn, and thrive without barriers.
As the daughter of a primary school teacher from Gampaha—a district where speech disorder prevalence exceeds national averages—I embody the resilience of communities I seek to serve. My academic record (GPA: 3.8/4.0) and volunteer leadership in SLSHA’s “Voice for All” campaign (reaching 2,500 families in Colombo) reflect my readiness to maximize this scholarship’s potential. With your support, I will not just earn a degree; I will become a catalyst for change where it is most needed: in Sri Lanka Colombo.
Thank you for considering this vital investment in Sri Lanka’s future. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with the SLMC’s mission during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,




Tharindu Fernando
BSc (Hons) in Speech and Hearing Sciences, University of Kelaniya
Member, Sri Lanka Speech and Hearing Association (SLSHA)
Email: tharindu.fernando@kelaniya.ac.lk | Phone: +94 77 123 4567
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