Scholarship Application Letter for Surgical Training in Colombo
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Date: October 26, 2023
Dr. Ananda Perera
Scholarship Committee
Sri Lanka Medical Council (SLMC)
No. 15, Hospital Road
Colombo 07, Sri Lanka
Subject: Application for Surgical Specialization Scholarship to Advance Healthcare in Sri Lanka Colombo
Dear Dr. Perera and Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
With profound respect for the Sri Lanka Medical Council's commitment to elevating healthcare standards across our nation, I am submitting this Scholarship Application Letter as an aspiring Surgeon from Colombo. As a final-year medical student at the University of Colombo Faculty of Medicine, I have dedicated my academic journey and clinical rotations to preparing for surgical specialization—a path that will directly address critical healthcare gaps in Sri Lanka Colombo's densely populated urban centers.
My fascination with surgery began during my clinical attachment at National Hospital of Sri Lanka in Colombo, where I witnessed the profound impact of timely surgical intervention on patients suffering from acute appendicitis, trauma, and gastrointestinal emergencies. In that high-volume setting—where Colombo's 750+ daily emergency cases strain already limited resources—I realized our nation urgently needs skilled surgeons trained in modern techniques. This experience crystallized my resolve to become a compassionate and competent Surgeon who serves Sri Lanka Colombo with excellence.
Throughout my medical studies, I maintained an academic standing in the top 5% of my cohort, specializing in surgical principles during rotations at Colombo's teaching hospitals. I volunteered weekly at free surgical camps organized by the Ceylon Medical Association (CMA) in slum communities near Colombo's Pettah district, performing basic wound suturing and health education under senior Surgeons' supervision. These experiences revealed how socioeconomic barriers compound healthcare disparities in Sri Lanka Colombo—where 45% of residents cannot access timely surgical care due to physician shortages. According to the World Health Organization's 2022 report, Sri Lanka requires 15 additional Surgeons per million population; Colombo alone faces a deficit of over 300 surgeons.
My academic and professional trajectory has been meticulously aligned with surgical excellence. I recently completed a research project on "Minimally Invasive Techniques in Rural Colombo Districts" funded by the Institute of Scientific Research, analyzing how laparoscopic surgery could reduce post-operative complications in under-resourced settings. My findings were presented at the 13th Annual Sri Lanka Surgical Congress (held at Colombo's Ratmalana Convention Centre), where I received commendation from Dr. Ravi Silva, President of the Sri Lanka College of Surgeons (SLCS). This work reinforced my belief that surgical innovation must be paired with cultural competence to serve our diverse communities effectively.
It is with deep conviction that I seek this scholarship for advanced surgical training at the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh. The financial burden of international specialty training—approximately LKR 5.2 million (USD $16,000) annually—exceeds my family's capacity as first-generation university graduates from a Colombo suburb. This Scholarship Application Letter is not merely a request for funding; it is a pledge to channel every lesson learned into revitalizing Sri Lanka Colombo's surgical infrastructure. The program offers 36 months of structured training in trauma, vascular surgery, and robotic techniques—skills desperately needed at teaching hospitals like Lady Ridgeway Hospital and National Hospital Colombo.
I am acutely aware that surgical care in Sri Lanka Colombo faces unique challenges: overcrowded emergency departments, limited specialized equipment in public facilities, and a 78% physician-to-population ratio below WHO standards. My proposed training will directly address these gaps. Upon completion, I will return to serve at the National Hospital of Sri Lanka as a junior surgical resident with a focus on expanding laparoscopic services—a capability currently unavailable in 65% of Colombo's public hospitals per SLCS data. Moreover, I plan to establish a community outreach program for Colombo's underserved communities (inspired by my CMA volunteer work), providing pre-operative education and post-discharge follow-ups to reduce preventable complications.
My commitment transcends professional ambition; it is rooted in the Sri Lankan ethos of "Sarva Jana Sukhaya" (prosperity for all). Growing up in a Colombo household where my grandmother relied on mobile health units due to surgical access barriers, I witnessed firsthand how a single Surgeon's intervention can transform families. This scholarship would honor that legacy by enabling me to become the surgeon who returns to serve—not just in Colombo, but across Sri Lanka's most vulnerable communities. My long-term vision includes training 3–5 junior surgeons annually through mentorship programs at Colombo University Hospital, creating a sustainable pipeline of surgical talent.
I acknowledge that as a future Surgeon in Sri Lanka Colombo, I will confront ethical dilemmas daily: prioritizing life-saving procedures during resource constraints, navigating cultural sensitivities in diverse communities from Bambalapitiya to Mount Lavinia. My clinical ethics coursework at the University of Colombo—with Dr. Anuradha Fernando—equipped me with frameworks for these challenges. The scholarship will empower me to advance beyond theoretical knowledge into practical leadership that elevates standards for every Surgeon in our nation.
Finally, I wish to emphasize that this Scholarship Application Letter embodies not just my aspirations, but Sri Lanka's collective healthcare vision. When you invest in a Surgeon trained in Colombo's realities, you invest in reducing maternal mortality by 30% (per SLCS projections), minimizing surgical complications by 40%, and transforming emergency care for Colombo's 1.6 million urban residents. I pledge to embody the values of the Sri Lanka Medical Council: integrity, compassion, and unwavering dedication to public health.
Thank you for considering this application. I am available at your convenience for an interview at my Colombo residence (No. 87A, Kollupitiya Road) or via Zoom. I have attached all required documents: academic transcripts, research summary, and letters of recommendation from Dr. Anura Jayatilleke (Head of General Surgery, National Hospital Colombo) and Dr. Nimali Fernando (SLCS Committee Member).
With profound respect for the legacy of Sri Lanka's medical pioneers who shaped Colombo's healthcare landscape, I eagerly anticipate the opportunity to contribute to our nation's surgical future.
Sincerely,
Dr. Anjali Wickramasinghe
Final Year Medical Student (MBBS)
University of Colombo Faculty of Medicine
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