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To the Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this formal Scholarship Application Letter with profound humility and unwavering determination as a dedicated young Tailor from the heart of Nepal Kathmandu. As a third-generation artisan in my family's tailoring workshop located in Thamel, I have witnessed firsthand how traditional craftsmanship shapes our cultural identity while providing economic sustenance to countless Nepali families. This Scholarship Application Letter represents not merely an academic pursuit, but a sacred commitment to preserving and elevating the art of tailoring within Nepal Kathmandu's vibrant textile heritage.
My journey began at age 12 in my family's modest workshop on Durbar Marg, where I learned to stitch sarees for Nepali brides and ceremonial attire for festivals like Dashain. While I have mastered basic garment construction, the evolving demands of global fashion markets and Nepal's burgeoning tourism industry require advanced technical skills that are currently beyond my reach. Without formal education in pattern engineering and sustainable textile practices, I cannot compete with larger manufacturers importing cheap garments that threaten our local artisans' livelihoods. This scholarship would bridge that critical gap between traditional craftsmanship and contemporary design innovation.
In Nepal Kathmandu, where over 45% of our population depends on informal sector work including tailoring, we face a unique challenge: preserving indigenous techniques while adapting to modern consumer expectations. As a Tailor who has seen customers reject handmade garments due to inconsistent sizing and limited design options, I recognize that technical proficiency is not luxury—it is the foundation for economic survival. My vision extends beyond personal growth; it encompasses creating an apprenticeship program for street children in Patan, teaching them sustainable tailoring skills rooted in Nepal's cultural legacy.
The Kathmandu Institute of Fashion Technology (KIFT) represents the only institution in Nepal offering comprehensive courses in advanced textile engineering and ethical production methods. Their specialized curriculum—particularly the "Heritage Textile Innovation" module—aligns precisely with my goal to develop a signature line of eco-friendly garments using Nepali organic cotton and traditional hand-block prints. With this scholarship, I would be able to cover tuition (NPR 350,000), specialized equipment (NPR 85,000), and textile materials for my thesis project: "Reimagining Dhaka Topi for Global Markets." This project directly addresses Nepal Kathmandu's need to move beyond souvenir exports toward premium craftsmanship.
My community in Kathmandu has witnessed the transformative power of education. Last year, when our workshop was damaged in the monsoon floods, I led a volunteer effort to rebuild using salvaged materials while teaching 15 young women basic stitching skills. This experience crystallized my understanding that tailoring is never just about fabric—it's about empowering communities. With this scholarship, I will implement a community outreach initiative at KIFT where we partner with Thamel's Women's Empowerment Network to provide subsidized tailoring classes for low-income families in Nepal Kathmandu. For every garment I design through this program, two women will receive free training.
I am particularly drawn to KIFT because of their partnership with the Nepal Textile Council and their commitment to "Fashion for Development." In my current role as a Tailor at Bhrikuti Tailoring Studio (a recognized cultural hub in Kathmandu), I've observed how machine-made garments dominate 78% of our local market. This scholarship would allow me to study digital pattern-making tools that enable small workshops like mine to compete—reducing waste by 40% through precise cutting techniques while maintaining handcrafted authenticity. My proposed "Kathmandu Craft Digital Toolkit" will be shared free with all Nepal Kathmandu tailors via KIFT's alumni network.
My family's tailoring legacy spans five decades in Nepal Kathmandu, but I see our craft at a pivotal moment. Without modern skills, we risk losing generations of craftsmanship that define Nepali identity—our intricate Bhaktapur embroidery, the vibrant colors of Newari wedding dresses, and the subtle textures of Dhaka fabric. This scholarship isn't merely an educational investment; it's an insurance policy for Nepal's cultural heritage. As a Tailor who has stitched together thousands of garments, I understand that every thread matters—and this scholarship will be the strongest thread in our collective future.
I have attached my portfolio showcasing 27 handcrafted pieces from Nepal Kathmandu including my award-winning "Ghurka Military Jacket" reimagined for modern wear. My workshop's monthly production has increased by 30% since I began documenting techniques—proving that technical growth directly lifts communities. With your support, I will not only excel in this program but become a catalyst for change across Nepal Kathmandu's tailoring sector.
Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter from a dedicated artisan who believes that true craftsmanship is where tradition meets tomorrow. I eagerly await the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with KIFT's mission to make Nepal Kathmandu a global symbol of ethical fashion innovation. May we weave together the past, present, and future through every stitch.
Respectfully submitted,




Anjali Gurung
Lead Tailor & Community Development Coordinator
Bhrikuti Tailoring Studio, Thamel, Kathmandu
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"In Nepal Kathmandu, a Tailor's needle doesn't just sew fabric—it weaves community, heritage, and hope."
