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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Primary Teacher Development Program in the Philippines, Manila
Scholarship Committee
Department of Education - Region III
Office of the Regional Director
Quezon City, Metro Manila 1100
Republic of the Philippines
October 26, 2023
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Primary Teacher Development Scholarship Program administered by the Department of Education in Metro Manila. As a dedicated educator deeply committed to transforming early childhood education in the Philippines, I submit this application with unwavering conviction that this scholarship will empower me to become an exceptional primary teacher serving the vibrant communities of Manila and beyond.
Having grown up in Tondo, a densely populated district of Manila where educational resources remain critically scarce, I have witnessed firsthand how quality primary education can be the most powerful catalyst for social mobility. My grandmother—a self-taught educator who taught children under a mango tree using handmade flashcards—instilled in me the belief that "the first years are the foundation." This conviction has driven my academic journey: I graduated with honors from the College of Education at De La Salle University, Manila, with a Bachelor of Elementary Education (BEEd) degree. My thesis, "Bridging Educational Gaps Through Culturally Responsive Pedagogy in Urban Barangays," earned recognition from the National Council for Teacher Education for its practical application in Manila's public schools.
My teaching practicum at Santa Ana Public Elementary School—located just minutes from the historic Binondo Chinatown—provided transformative insights into the complexities of primary education in Metro Manila. I designed a literacy program integrating local Filipino folktales and Spanish colonial history into reading lessons, resulting in a 35% improvement in student engagement within one semester. Yet, I observed that many children arrive at school without basic nutritional support or learning materials; 68% of my students came from families earning below the poverty line. This reality fuels my determination to not merely teach but to holistically nurture young minds who deserve dignity and opportunity.
The Primary Teacher Development Scholarship represents far more than financial assistance—it is an investment in the future of Philippine education. As a first-generation college graduate, I have exhausted all personal savings for my teacher training, accumulating significant debt that would otherwise prevent me from pursuing specialized certification in Inclusive Education. With this scholarship, I will complete my Master of Arts in Primary Education at the University of Santo Tomas while concurrently implementing community-based learning projects in Manila's underserved communities. Specifically, I plan to establish "Balay Bata" (Children's Home) literacy hubs within public school complexes during after-school hours, utilizing donated materials from Manila-based NGOs like Gawad Kalinga.
My commitment to Manila is deeply personal and professional. Unlike many educators who view the city as merely a workplace, I consider it my home—a living classroom of resilience where children navigate both poverty and cultural richness. In my community, I have already partnered with the Manila City Hall's "Brgy. Naga Learning Center" to organize weekly story-telling sessions for 120+ preschoolers using locally written Tagalog folktales. The program has become a model for neighborhood engagement, proving that when teachers understand local contexts—whether it's the rhythm of jeepney rides in Quiapo or the cultural significance of Pahiyas Festival—we create truly relevant education. This scholarship would enable me to scale such initiatives across 30 public schools in Metro Manila within five years.
I am particularly drawn to this program because it aligns with President Marcos' "MAGNAKARANG PAARALAN" (Great Schools) initiative, which prioritizes early-grade literacy in urban centers like Manila. My proposed curriculum integrates the DepEd's new K-12 framework with indigenous knowledge systems—such as using bamboo weaving techniques to teach geometry in Filipino villages near Marikina River. This approach addresses a critical gap: 45% of Manila's primary students struggle with STEM concepts due to abstract teaching methods disconnected from their environment.
Financially, my application is both urgent and justified. My family relies on my mother's income as a jeepney driver in Quezon City, making further education impossible without support. The scholarship would cover tuition (₱250,000 annually), textbook costs (₱35,000), and transportation to Manila's public schools where I will implement field studies—eliminating the need for me to work part-time while studying. This ensures full dedication to my professional growth, directly serving the scholarship's mission of cultivating educators who stay in communities long-term.
My vision extends beyond classrooms: I aim to establish a Manila-based "Primary Teacher Innovation Network" that connects 500 educators through digital platforms. Drawing from my experience co-facilitating workshops with DepEd's Manila Office, this network will share culturally grounded lesson plans addressing issues like environmental awareness (e.g., teaching water conservation using Pasig River restoration projects). I have already secured preliminary support from the Teachers' Association of the Philippines, which endorsed my proposal as "a blueprint for sustainable urban education transformation."
In closing, I implore you to consider how this scholarship will create a ripple effect. As an educator who has stood in Manila's classrooms with dusty desks and overcrowded rooms, I know that investing in primary teachers is the most strategic investment we can make for the Philippines' future. My journey—from watching my grandmother teach under a tree to applying for this scholarship—reflects the very spirit of Filipino resilience that this program seeks to amplify. With your support, I will not only become a better teacher but a catalyst for change in Manila's most vulnerable communities.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background, vision, and commitment align with the Department of Education's mission to create "a learning nation." My contact details are provided below for follow-up.
Sincerely,


Marivic T. Santos
123 Sampaloc Street, Manila
Phone: +63 917 555-0123
Email: marivic.santos.educ@gmail.com
Application ID: PH-MNL-PTDS-2024
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