Scholarship Application Letter: UX/UI Designer, Birmingham
Scholarship Application Letter for Master of Science in User Experience Design
Date: October 26, 2023
To: Scholarship Committee
Birmingham Institute of Technology and Innovation (BITI)
Birmingham, United Kingdom
Subject: Application for Full Tuition Scholarship in UX/UI Design Programme
Dear Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious Full Tuition Scholarship for the Master of Science in User Experience and Interface Design at the Birmingham Institute of Technology and Innovation (BITI). As a dedicated aspiring UX/UI Designer deeply committed to shaping inclusive digital experiences, I see BITI’s programme as the pivotal catalyst for my professional trajectory within Birmingham’s thriving tech ecosystem. My application is not merely an academic pursuit but a strategic commitment to contributing meaningfully to the United Kingdom’s innovation landscape, specifically through elevating design excellence in Birmingham—a city rapidly becoming a UK hub for digital creativity and social impact.
Birmingham’s transformation into a dynamic centre for technology and design aligns perfectly with my professional ethos. The city’s investment in initiatives like the Birmingham Digital Innovation Campus and its focus on reducing digital exclusion in communities across Digbeth, Small Heath, and Sparkbrook resonate powerfully with my career vision. Having volunteered with Makeable Birmingham, a local social enterprise that designs accessible apps for elderly residents, I witnessed firsthand how thoughtful UX/UI design can bridge opportunity gaps. This experience crystallized my understanding: effective digital products must be rooted in community needs, not just aesthetic appeal. BITI’s emphasis on human-centered design methodology within the United Kingdom context—particularly its partnerships with Midlands-based tech firms like Magic Leap UK and Birmingham City Council's Digital Transformation Unit—positions it as the only institution where I can refine my skills while directly serving Birmingham’s unique socio-technical environment.
My academic background in Graphic Design (BSc, University of Manchester) provided a strong foundation in visual principles, but my internship at Luna Studios (a Sheffield-based digital agency) exposed me to the critical intersection of user psychology and interface functionality. I spearheaded a redesign for a healthcare client’s patient portal, increasing user satisfaction scores by 42% through iterative usability testing—a project that underscored how UX/UI excellence directly impacts real-world outcomes. Yet, I recognized that to advance beyond tactical execution toward strategic design leadership, I needed advanced training in inclusive design systems, data-driven user research, and the ethical considerations of AI in interface development—precisely what BITI’s curriculum delivers. The programme’s module on "Designing for Social Good", led by Professor Anya Sharma (a pioneer in accessibility frameworks), is especially compelling, as it mirrors my work with Birmingham’s Community Tech Network.
Financial constraints present the most significant barrier to my pursuit of this scholarship. As a first-generation university student from a low-income household in Dudley (just 25 miles from Birmingham), I have accumulated substantial student debt from my undergraduate studies. While I secured part-time work at Birmingham’s TechHub as a junior designer, the cost of relocating to Birmingham for postgraduate study—covering tuition, accommodation in areas like Moseley or Edgbaston, and living expenses exceeding £15,000 annually—remains prohibitive without substantial support. This scholarship would not only alleviate financial strain but also allow me to dedicate 100% of my energy to mastering cutting-edge tools like Figma Studio, Adobe XD prototyping, and ethical AI integration frameworks during the critical post-pandemic recovery phase of Birmingham’s digital economy.
My long-term vision is unequivocally tied to Birmingham. I aim to establish a UX Design Social Enterprise focused on creating affordable digital solutions for Birmingham’s underserved communities—such as a multilingual app aiding migrant workers in accessing council services, developed through co-design workshops in areas like Sparkbrook. BITI’s Birmingham Innovation Incubator will provide the mentorship and network to launch this venture. Moreover, I intend to collaborate with BITI’s Design for Inclusion Lab on research projects addressing digital literacy gaps in Birmingham schools—a direct contribution to the UK government’s National Digital Strategy. This local impact is why studying in Birmingham, not London or elsewhere, is non-negotiable. The city’s collaborative tech culture—evident in events like Birmingham Tech Week—fosters the kind of community-driven innovation my work demands.
I have consistently demonstrated leadership through initiatives that align with BITI’s values. As Vice-President of the University of Manchester’s Digital Inclusion Society, I organized a free UX workshop for 120 young adults from Birmingham’s council estates, resulting in three participants securing internships at local firms. My portfolio (www.yourportfolio.com/birminghamux) showcases projects like “Beech House: A Mental Health App for Birmingham Youth”, which was selected for the 2023 Midlands Digital Awards. These efforts reflect my understanding that UX/UI Design is not about pixels—it’s about people, and Birmingham is where I can most effectively serve that purpose.
The scholarship would empower me to become a catalyst for change within the United Kingdom’s design industry, specifically through Birmingham’s lens of accessibility and community. I am eager to contribute my skills to BITI’s growing reputation as a leader in ethical, user-centric design education—ensuring that the city’s next wave of digital products doesn’t just look good but works for everyone. As Birmingham positions itself as the UK’s “second tech city” with initiatives like Birmingham City Council's Tech Strategy 2030, I am ready to be part of its design revolution.
I would be honoured to join BITI’s cohort and contribute to a programme that bridges academic rigour with Birmingham’s vibrant, human-focused tech culture. Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision for inclusive UX/UI Design in Birmingham aligns with your scholarship goals.
Respectfully,
Aisha Okafor
Birmingham, United Kingdom
Email: aisha.okafor@yourportfolio.com | Phone: +44 7900 123456
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