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Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
I am writing this Scholarship Application Letter with profound enthusiasm to apply for the prestigious FAMV Veterinary Excellence Scholarship. As a dedicated student from São Paulo, Brazil, I have devoted my academic life to preparing for a career as a compassionate Veterinarian serving communities across Brazil São Paulo. My journey has been deeply shaped by the unique challenges and opportunities within our state’s vibrant urban and agricultural landscapes, where responsible animal care directly impacts public health, economic stability, and cultural identity.
Having completed my undergraduate studies in Biology at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP), I achieved a 3.9/4.0 GPA while interning with the Municipal Zoonosis Control Center in São Paulo City. During this placement, I observed firsthand how inadequate veterinary infrastructure affects over 12 million residents in our state’s metropolitan region—particularly through rabies outbreaks, neglected animal populations, and food safety risks in small-scale farms. These experiences crystallized my commitment to becoming a Veterinarian who bridges clinical expertise with community-based solutions. I am now preparing to enroll in the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program at USP’s Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Zootecny (FMVZ), Brazil’s leading institution for veterinary education, where I aim to specialize in public health and rural animal welfare.
The significance of this scholarship cannot be overstated. Veterinary medicine in Brazil São Paulo faces critical resource gaps: only 18% of the state’s municipalities have adequate veterinary services, disproportionately affecting low-income communities and family farms that form the backbone of our agricultural economy. My proposed research focuses on developing cost-effective mobile clinics for rural São Paulo communities—a solution directly addressing a priority identified by the State Department of Agriculture (SEADE). Without financial support, pursuing this advanced training would require me to take on debilitating debt, compromising my ability to serve in high-need areas after graduation. This scholarship represents more than tuition assistance; it is an investment in transforming veterinary care across São Paulo state.
My academic trajectory demonstrates consistent dedication to veterinary science. I co-founded "Cães de Rua" (Street Dogs), a volunteer initiative that has vaccinated over 3,500 stray animals across São Paulo’s districts while training 45 student volunteers. This project earned recognition at the 2022 National Veterinary Innovation Fair in Rio de Janeiro and established partnerships with São Paulo’s Animal Welfare Foundation. Additionally, I conducted a field study on antibiotic resistance in poultry farms near Campinas (a major agricultural hub in Brazil São Paulo), which was published in the journal Revista Brasileira de Medicina Veterinária. These experiences taught me that effective veterinary practice requires both scientific rigor and cultural sensitivity—a duality essential for serving our diverse communities.
The FAMV Scholarship would enable me to fully engage with USP’s cutting-edge facilities, including the FMVZ’s Biosecurity Laboratory and the "Agroecologia e Saúde Animal" (Agroecology and Animal Health) research network. I am particularly eager to collaborate with Dr. Ana Lucia Costa on her work regarding sustainable livestock management in São Paulo’s cerrado biome—a project critical to preserving biodiversity while supporting local farmers. This academic environment aligns perfectly with my goal of becoming a Veterinarian who advances both scientific knowledge and community well-being, directly contributing to Brazil’s National Veterinary Plan 2030.
As a native of São Paulo state, I understand the urgency of our veterinary care needs. In São Paulo alone, there are over 16 million companion animals requiring routine care—yet only 28% have access to regular check-ups. My future practice will prioritize underserved neighborhoods like Parque do Carmo in São Paulo City and rural communities in the interior (such as Ribeirão Preto), where animal health is intrinsically linked to human livelihoods. I envision establishing a non-profit model integrating mobile veterinary services, community education, and partnerships with local governments—exactly the approach this scholarship would empower me to pioneer.
Furthermore, my cultural fluency in Brazilian contexts positions me uniquely to address systemic barriers. As a member of São Paulo’s Youth Animal Welfare Council (JAV), I’ve advocated for policy reforms that recognize animal health as public health—a perspective vital for effective veterinary leadership. I have also volunteered with the "Caminhando com Cães" program, training local residents in basic animal care, proving my commitment to community-driven solutions rather than top-down interventions.
My proposed five-year plan includes: (1) Completing FMVZ’s rigorous curriculum with distinction; (2) Developing a low-cost diagnostic toolkit for rural clinics; (3) Establishing a pilot mobile clinic in São Paulo’s northwest region; and (4) Creating a mentorship network for veterinary students from underrepresented backgrounds. This scholarship would be the catalyst enabling me to launch these initiatives without compromising financial stability or ethical integrity.
For Brazil São Paulo, where 85% of our state’s economy relies on agriculture and livestock, investing in veterinary professionals is an investment in food security, economic resilience, and ethical coexistence. I have chosen the path of a Veterinarian not merely for personal fulfillment but as a civic duty—because every animal we heal strengthens our community’s foundation. The FAMV Scholarship represents more than financial aid; it is a partnership in building healthier communities across São Paulo state.
I am eager to discuss how my background, vision, and dedication align with FAMV’s mission to advance veterinary medicine for the greater good of Brazil. Thank you for considering this Scholarship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to present my plans further and appreciate your time in reviewing my candidacy.
Sincerely,
Lucas Mendes Silva
Undergraduate Biology, USP (2023)
Member, Brazilian Veterinary Medical Association (ABV)
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