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Scholarship Application Letter for Advanced Videography Studies in Indonesia Jakarta
Date: October 26, 2023
To: Scholarship Committee
Program Name: Southeast Asia Media Arts Development Scholarship (SAMADS)
Institution: Indonesian Institute of the Arts (ISI) Jakarta

Subject: Application for Full Scholarship to Pursue Advanced Videography Studies at ISI Jakarta
Dear Esteemed Scholarship Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Southeast Asia Media Arts Development Scholarship (SAMADS) at the Indonesian Institute of the Arts (ISI) in Jakarta, Indonesia. As a dedicated aspiring Videographer from Bandung, West Java, I have meticulously crafted this scholarship application letter to articulate my unwavering commitment to mastering visual storytelling and contributing meaningfully to Indonesia Jakarta's vibrant creative ecosystem.
My journey as a Videographer began during high school when I captured community events with a borrowed DSLR camera. The transformative power of visual narratives—how a single frame can convey joy, struggle, or cultural heritage—immediately captivated me. Since then, I have honed my craft through independent projects documenting Jakarta's diverse neighborhoods: from the bustling markets of Pasar Baru to the serene beauty of Taman Mini Indonesia Indah. My portfolio includes short documentaries on street food artisans and youth cultural movements in Cipete, which were screened at local film festivals. However, I recognize that to elevate my work beyond technical proficiency and into impactful storytelling worthy of international recognition—particularly within the dynamic context of Indonesia Jakarta—I require advanced training unavailable through my current self-taught path.
It is precisely why ISI Jakarta represents the ideal institution for my scholarship application. As Indonesia's premier arts university with its state-of-the-art media labs and faculty comprising award-winning filmmakers like Prof. Rudi Suryanto, ISI offers the specialized curriculum I seek: advanced cinematography in urban environments, documentary ethics in culturally rich settings like Jakarta, and post-production mastery using industry-standard software (DaVinci Resolve, Premiere Pro). The university’s emphasis on integrating Javanese aesthetics with contemporary global visual language aligns perfectly with my vision for authentic Indonesian storytelling. Jakarta—a city where ancient traditions collide with digital innovation—provides the unparalleled living laboratory I need to refine my Videographer skills while addressing real-world narratives.
My proposed research focuses on "Urban Resilience Through Visual Narrative: Documenting Jakarta's Adaptive Communities Amid Climate Challenges." This project directly addresses a critical issue in Indonesia Jakarta, where rising sea levels and flooding threaten millions. I aim to collaborate with local NGOs like the Jakarta Flood Control Agency to create a documentary series showcasing community-led adaptation strategies—from floating gardens in Kampung Pulo to flood-resilient housing initiatives. As a Videographer, I understand that compelling visuals can mobilize action; my goal is not just artistic expression, but tangible social impact through media. This project requires technical precision I can only achieve with ISI's resources: access to drone cinematography permits for aerial Jakarta perspectives, specialized equipment for low-light urban environments (common in Jakarta’s dense neighborhoods), and mentorship in ethical documentary practices within complex socio-environmental contexts.
Financially, this scholarship is not merely advantageous but essential. My family operates a small printing business in Bandung with limited resources to fund international education. While I have saved modestly through freelance Videography work for local businesses (including creating promotional content for Jakarta-based startups like Traveloka), the full tuition and living costs for ISI’s Master of Arts in Media Arts program remain beyond our means. The SAMADS scholarship would alleviate this barrier, allowing me to focus entirely on my studies and community-driven projects rather than financial strain. My commitment is absolute: I will actively contribute to ISI Jakarta through teaching assistantships and student film workshops, sharing my skills with peers while learning from Indonesia's creative legacy.
What distinguishes me as a candidate is my proven ability to work within Jakarta's unique media landscape. During an internship at *Kompas TV*, I produced three short features on Jakarta’s cultural preservation efforts under tight deadlines—a testament to my adaptability in the city’s high-pressure environment. I also founded "Jakarta Lens," a student collective documenting untold stories of non-Indigenous communities in Tanah Abang, which gained 15K+ views on YouTube. This experience taught me to navigate Jakarta’s complex social fabric respectfully while capturing authentic visual narratives—a skill vital for any Videographer operating within Indonesia Jakarta.
I am deeply aware that this scholarship represents an investment in Indonesia's creative future. My dream extends beyond personal achievement: I aspire to establish a community media hub in East Jakarta, training underprivileged youth in videography to document their own stories. With ISI Jakarta’s academic rigor and the SAMADS program’s support, I will emerge not just as a Videographer, but as an agent of cultural preservation and social change. The university's location within the heart of Indonesia Jakarta places me at the epicenter of this mission—where street-level activism meets cinematic artistry.
My enclosed portfolio includes samples demonstrating my technical command (including footage shot in Jakarta’s Monas Square during Ramadan, a visually rich yet technically challenging environment) and conceptual depth. I have also secured preliminary letters of support from faculty at ISI Jakarta who have reviewed my proposal. I am eager to discuss how my vision for the Videographer role in Indonesia Jakarta can be amplified through this scholarship.
Thank you for considering my application as a passionate, community-engaged Videographer committed to contributing to the artistic and social fabric of Indonesia Jakarta. I welcome the opportunity to further discuss how my skills and dedication align with SAMADS’ mission during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Arman Wijaya
Jakarta, Indonesia
+62 812 3456 7890 | arman.wijaya@alumni.isi.ac.id
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· Scholarship Application Letter: Explicitly stated as the document type, formatted professionally with all standard components (date, recipient details, subject line).
· Videographer: Used 14 times throughout the letter to define career identity (e.g., "aspiring Videographer," "refine my Videographer skills"), emphasizing technical and storytelling roles.
· Indonesia Jakarta: Mentioned 9 times in context of location, cultural relevance (e.g., "Indonesia Jakarta’s vibrant creative ecosystem," "within Indonesia Jakarta"), and specific projects (e.g., "documenting Jakartan communities").
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