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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Advanced Videography Training in Senegal Dakar
October 26, 2023
The Scholarship Committee
Center for Media Innovation
Dakar, Senegal
Subject: Comprehensive Scholarship Application for Professional Videography Training in Dakar
Dear Esteemed Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and unwavering commitment that I submit this Scholarship Application Letter for the prestigious Media Arts Development Grant, specifically designed to cultivate emerging talent in videography within our vibrant cultural landscape. As a passionate visual storyteller hailing from the coastal town of Saly, Senegal, I have dedicated myself to mastering the art of visual narrative – a journey that has increasingly led me toward Dakar as the indispensable epicenter for my professional evolution. This Videographer scholarship represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a transformative catalyst for my growth within the dynamic media ecosystem of Senegal Dakar.
My relationship with visual storytelling began at age 14 when I borrowed my uncle's vintage camcorder to document village festivals in Saly. What started as simple recordings of traditional Sabar drumming ceremonies soon evolved into a deep-seated mission: to capture the unfiltered essence of Senegalese life through cinematic lenses. After completing my secondary education at Lycée Classique de Dakar, I worked as an assistant editor for Radio-FM 92.1, where I assisted in producing documentaries about urban youth culture in Senegal Dakar. These experiences revealed a critical gap – while Dakar pulses with creative energy from neighborhoods like Mbour to Fann, our local media institutions lack advanced training facilities to nurture professional-grade videographers who understand both global standards and Senegalese narratives. My ambition has always been to bridge this gap.
What compels me most about pursuing this scholarship in Dakar is its unparalleled convergence of cultural authenticity and technological advancement. The city’s status as West Africa's creative capital – home to the legendary FESPACO film festival, burgeoning digital studios like Studio 21, and institutions such as École Supérieure des Arts de Dakar (ESAD) – creates an irreplaceable learning environment. Unlike generic media training programs, this scholarship would place me directly within Dakar's visual arts ecosystem where I can study under masters like filmmaker Ousmane Sembène's protégés and collaborate with platforms such as Africa Magic. I've already connected with the Dakar-based collective Image & Voice, who have expressed willingness to mentor me during practical phases of this program. This immersive context is vital – Senegalese storytelling requires understanding the rhythm of a Ndiaye family gathering in Pikine or the political energy of Place de l'Indépendance, elements that cannot be replicated in textbook learning.
My current work exemplifies this commitment to culturally-grounded videography. Last year, I produced "Dakar Through My Lens," a short documentary following fishermen at the Ngor port during their early morning rituals. Despite using only a smartphone and free editing software, the film won first prize at Dakar's Youth Media Challenge – proving that compelling narratives emerge from authentic engagement, not expensive equipment. Yet I recognize that to elevate Senegalese visual storytelling to international platforms like Netflix Africa or Afropop Global, I must master advanced techniques: 4K cinematography for cultural preservation projects, drone aerial cinematography for documenting landscapes from the Dune of Saloum to the Casamance River, and ethical storytelling frameworks for sensitive topics like urban migration. This scholarship would provide access to industry-standard equipment at institutions like Centre de Formation en Cinéma et Audiovisuel (CFC), while teaching me how to apply these skills within Dakar's specific socio-cultural context.
Financial barriers have consistently threatened my progress. Though I've saved through freelance work editing wedding videos and creating social media content for local businesses, the cost of advanced training – including tuition, specialized software subscriptions (DaVinci Resolve Studio, Premiere Pro), and travel within Dakar to document diverse communities – exceeds my modest means. This scholarship would eliminate these constraints by covering 100% of program costs for a six-month intensive course at the National School of Media Arts in Dakar. Crucially, it would also fund fieldwork stipends to travel across the city: documenting the artisanal textile workshops in Grand Yoff, capturing street art murals along Rue de la Liberté, and recording oral histories at Thiaroye's historic community center. These experiences are essential for developing a videographer who understands Senegal Dakar's multifaceted identity beyond tourist attractions.
My long-term vision extends beyond personal achievement to community impact. Upon completing this training, I will establish "Dakar Visual Voices," a mobile production unit providing free videography workshops for youth in marginalized neighborhoods like Guédiawaye and Keur Massar. We'll partner with local NGOs such as FONDATION MAMBA to create documentaries about sustainable fishing practices and women's cooperatives – projects that showcase Senegal's resilience while building marketable skills. My goal is to position Dakar not just as a location for filming, but as a global hub where African narratives are crafted by Africans. I've already secured preliminary interest from 12 community leaders across Greater Dakar who will host our workshops during the program's second phase.
This Scholarship Application Letter represents more than a request for funding; it's a promise to invest in Senegal's visual future. I am not merely applying to learn videography – I am committing to become a storyteller who embodies Dakar's spirit, one who will capture the city's heartbeat with technical precision and cultural respect. The scholarship committee’s investment would directly fuel my ability to: 1) Produce culturally significant content that counters stereotypical portrayals of Africa; 2) Train future videographers in Dakar through community workshops; and 3) Position Senegal as a leader in African media innovation. In a world where visual narratives shape global perceptions, I am ready to ensure Senegalese voices are heard with authenticity and artistry.
As the vibrant tapestry of Dakar continues to weave together tradition and modernity – from the bustling markets of HLM to the digital startups in Diamniadio Lake City – my work as a videographer will serve as both mirror and map. I am prepared to absorb every lesson, document every story, and ultimately contribute meaningfully to Senegal Dakar's ascendant role on the world stage. Thank you for considering this application; I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with your mission at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Awa Ndiaye
Videographer & Community Storyteller
Dakar, Senegal
+221 77 123 4567 | awa.ndiaye@senegalesevisuals.org
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