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Statement of Purpose
For Consideration as a Musician in the Cultural Development Initiative, Zimbabwe Harare
As a dedicated Musician deeply rooted in the vibrant cultural landscape of Zimbabwe Harare, I am writing this Statement of Purpose to articulate my unwavering commitment to elevating African musical traditions through contemporary innovation. My journey as an artist began in the bustling streets of Harare, where the rhythmic pulse of mbira melodies and the soulful cries of chimurenga music shaped my artistic identity long before I could hold a guitar or drum. This Statement of Purpose serves not merely as an application document, but as a testament to my life's work dedicated to preserving Zimbabwe's musical heritage while forging new paths for its global expression.
Born and raised in the heart of Harare, I was immersed in music from infancy. My grandmother’s homestead in Mbare was a living classroom where elders shared ancestral songs accompanied by handcrafted instruments. These experiences taught me that music is not entertainment—it is the heartbeat of our community, the language of resistance during colonial struggles, and the vessel carrying our collective memory. As I grew, I became fascinated by how Harare’s urban energy transforms traditional sounds into something urgent and modern. The streets of Harare—where street vendors sing to their rhythms, children beat drums on household containers, and elders gather in courtyards—became my first conservatory.
My formal training at the National School of the Arts in Harare deepened this connection. I studied under legendary Zimbabwean musicians like Ephraim Mwambo, who taught us that authentic innovation must spring from respect for tradition. During my time there, I co-founded "Harare Rhythms Collective," a grassroots ensemble performing at community centers across the city. We transformed protest songs from the 1980s into contemporary pieces addressing modern issues like youth unemployment and climate change. Our performance at the Harare International Festival of Arts in 2022 drew over 5,000 people to Causeway Park—a moment that crystallized my understanding: when a Musician channels local pain into art, they ignite communal healing.
Yet the challenges facing musicians in Zimbabwe Harare remain profound. Economic instability means many artists abandon their craft for survival jobs. The lack of rehearsal spaces and reliable electricity disrupts creative processes, while limited access to international markets stifles growth. As a Musician committed to this ecosystem, I’ve worked tirelessly to build solutions: I launched "Studio 7," a community-run recording space in Mbare using solar-powered equipment donated by local businesses. Last year alone, it hosted 120 emerging artists who produced music now streaming on platforms like Spotify Africa. My goal is not personal acclaim but empowering others—because when Zimbabwe Harare thrives artistically, our entire nation transforms.
My vision for the future centers on bridging Zimbabwean artistry with global audiences without diluting its essence. I propose creating "Harare Soundscapes," a digital archive preserving vanishing traditional instruments like the hosho and likembe while commissioning contemporary compositions that honor their roots. This project would partner with Harare’s National Gallery and local schools, ensuring cultural knowledge flows to new generations. As a Musician, I believe our role is twofold: to be the memory-keepers of our ancestors and the architects of tomorrow’s sound.
What makes my approach uniquely suited for Zimbabwe Harare is my unwavering connection to this city’s pulse. Unlike many artists who seek overseas validation, I have chosen to remain in Harare because I understand that real change happens here—not in foreign studios, but on our own soil. During the 2021 protests against economic hardship, we organized flash mobs where musicians played songs of resilience at key junctions; this demonstrated how music can unify communities when institutions fail. My work is not theoretical—it is lived daily in the neighborhoods I call home.
This Statement of Purpose reflects a lifelong dedication to music as social currency. I have performed for heads of state and at village ceremonies, but my most meaningful moments occur when an elder recognizes their childhood song in my latest composition or when a young girl in Harare’s informal settlement asks me how to build her first drum. These interactions affirm that the Musician’s greatest privilege is being a bridge—between generations, between tradition and innovation, between Zimbabwe and the world.
The opportunity to join your initiative represents more than professional advancement; it is a chance to scale my impact across Zimbabwe Harare. With mentorship from global industry leaders, I will develop sustainable revenue models for local artists through community-driven festivals and digital partnerships. Crucially, I will ensure that all projects prioritize ethical compensation—a standard too often ignored in Africa’s creative economy. My ultimate metric of success? Seeing more young people in Harare pursue music not as a side hustle but as a dignified vocation.
Zimbabwe Harare is not just my hometown—it is the laboratory for my artistry. The same city that birthed the revolutionary sounds of Thomas Mapfumo now needs artists who understand that our music holds the blueprint for national renewal. As a Musician, I do not merely create sound; I cultivate hope. My Statement of Purpose is thus an invitation: to collaborate with me in building a Zimbabwe where cultural expression fuels economic dignity, where Harare’s streets remain alive with the sounds of innovation rooted in reverence for our past.
I close not with promises, but with the rhythm of my reality. As I write this, rain taps against my window in Harare—a sound that reminds me that even during storms, music persists. It is this resilience I bring to every note I play and every community I serve. The time for Zimbabwean artists to lead globally is now, and I stand ready with open hands, an open heart, and the unwavering spirit of a Musician who calls Harare home.
Respectfully submitted,
Tendai Chikwanda
Musician & Cultural Advocate, Zimbabwe Harare
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