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I. Introduction
The city of Baghdad serves as a profound testament to human ingenuity, cultural resilience, and architectural evolution. As the capital of Iraq and one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, its urban fabric tells a story spanning over twelve centuries. At the heart of this narrative lies a fundamental building material: masonry. The term "mason" refers not only to the skilled artisan but also to the structural integrity provided by stone, brick, and mortar that defines Baghdad's historical landmarks and residential neighborhoods. This term paper explores the critical role of masonry in shaping both the physical landscape and social dynamics of Iraq Baghdad. By examining historical contexts, material usage techniques employed by traditional masons in Iraq Baghdad, contemporary challenges facing preservation efforts ,and future prospects for integrating ancient wisdom with modern construction practices we aim to highlight why understanding Masonry is essential for urban planners architects historians and stakeholders involved in the rehabilitation of Iraq's heritage sites.
II. Historical Context of Masonry in Mesopotamia
The roots of masonry in the region that now constitutes Iraq trace back thousands of years to the Sumerians Akkadians Babylonians and Assyrians who pioneered sun-dried mudbrick construction due to the scarcity of natural stone deposits along Tigris and Euphrates riverbanks. These early builders mastered sophisticated drying firing glazing techniques resulting durable structures capable withstanding harsh desert climates flooding seasonal variations typical Mesopotamian environment over millennia. During Abbasid era (750-1258 CE) when Baghdad flourished as intellectual political center Islamic world great mosques palaces public baths bathhouses were constructed using intricately carved brickwork geometric patterns reflecting sophistication artistic vision prevailing at time period. Famous structures such as Round City of Baghdad although largely destroyed demonstrate importance placed upon precise planning symmetrical design incorporating local materials adapted to regional conditions emphasizing sustainability efficiency long before modern engineering principles emerged globally.
III. The Role of the Mason in Iraqi Society
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