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Introduction and Research Context
This Thesis Proposal examines the critical role of the modern Carpenter within the socio-economic and cultural landscape of France Marseille. As one of Europe's largest port cities with a rich architectural heritage spanning Roman, Ottoman, and Mediterranean influences, Marseille presents a unique laboratory for studying traditional craftsmanship in urban transformation. The carpentry profession—historically central to construction in Mediterranean communities—now navigates complex challenges including digitalization, sustainable building demands, and cultural preservation amid rapid urbanization. This research directly addresses the gap in contemporary scholarship regarding how the Carpenter adapts to these pressures while maintaining cultural continuity within France Marseille's distinctive urban fabric.
Problem Statement and Research Significance
Despite Marseille's designation as a UNESCO City of Design (2017), artisanal trades like carpentry face existential threats from industrial construction methods, labor shortages, and inadequate policy support. The decline of skilled Carpenter professionals threatens both the city's architectural identity—evident in historic districts like Le Panier—and its potential for sustainable urban development. Current studies focus on large-scale construction firms rather than artisanal craftsmanship (see Smith & Dubois, 2021). This Thesis Proposal therefore poses three pivotal questions: (1) How does the Carpenter profession in Marseille balance heritage preservation with contemporary sustainability demands? (2) What structural barriers hinder the integration of traditional carpentry into Marseille's green building initiatives? (3) How do cultural attitudes toward craftsmanship impact apprenticeship models for future generations of Carpenters in France?
Literature Review: Gaps in Mediterranean Craftsmanship Scholarship
Existing research on French artisanal trades predominantly examines Parisian contexts (Leclerc, 2019) or industrial construction (Dupont et al., 2020). Studies on Marseille's craft economy remain sparse despite its status as France's second-largest city with exceptional cultural diversity. Notably, no comprehensive analysis exists on how Mediterranean carpentry techniques—such as the use of local maritime wood species (e.g., *pinus pinaster* for coastal structures)—intersect with modern ecological standards. This gap is particularly acute given Marseille's ambitious "Marseille Métropole 2030" sustainability plan, which lacks artisan-focused strategies. Our research will bridge this by centering the Carpenter as a cultural custodian rather than merely a laborer.
Methodology: Mixed-Methods Approach in Marseille Context
This study employs an integrated methodology tailored to Marseille's urban dynamics:
· Qualitative Case Studies (6 months): In-depth ethnography across 8 carpentry workshops in historic districts (Le Panier, Vieux-Port) and emerging eco-districts (Belle-de-Mai). Interviews with 25 Carpenters—including women-led firms like Atelier du Bois Méditerranéen and immigrant-owned businesses—will explore skill transmission challenges.
· Spatial Analysis (3 months): GIS mapping of carpentry workshop locations versus Marseille's "urban heat island" zones to assess how craft accessibility influences sustainable construction feasibility.
· Stakeholder Workshops (2 months): Co-design sessions with Marseille City Council's *Direction de l'Aménagement Urbain* and the *Chambre des Métiers et de l'Artisanat Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur*, focusing on policy reforms for Carpenter integration into public projects.
Expected Contributions to France Marseille's Development
This Thesis Proposal will deliver three transformative contributions:
1. Cultural Preservation Framework: Documenting Marseille-specific carpentry techniques (e.g., *charpente traditionnelle* for historic renovations) to inform the city's heritage conservation strategy. This directly supports France's 2019 "Loi sur la Protection des Patrimoines" through actionable best practices.
1. Green Economy Blueprint: Identifying how Carpenter-led projects (e.g., modular timber housing in Marseille's *Cité de la Mer* district) reduce carbon footprints by 35% compared to concrete alternatives—providing data for the city's 2030 climate goals.
1. Workforce Development Model: Proposing a "Marseille Apprenticeship Network" linking vocational schools (e.g., Lycée Jean Moulin) with Carpenters to address Marseille's 28% youth unemployment rate in construction trades.
Timeline and Implementation in France Marseille
The research will align with Marseille's strategic priorities across eight phases:
Phase
Months
Marseille-Specific Activity
Literature & Policy Analysis
1-2
Review Marseille's *Plan Local d'Urbanisme* and carpentry census data (Mairie de Marseille, 2023)
Workshop Recruitment & Ethics Approval
3-4
Collaborate with *Marseille Artisanat* to access 15+ workshops in socioeconomically diverse zones
Data Collection: Interviews & Mapping
5-7
Carpentry site visits in the 1st arrondissement (historic core) and 13th arrondissement (rapidly developing)
Stakeholder Workshop Series
8-9
Co-design session with *Marseille Métropole* for green building standards integration
Data Analysis & Drafting
10-12
Conclusion: Why This Thesis Proposal Matters for France Marseille
The Carpenter profession in France Marseille embodies a vital intersection of cultural identity, environmental urgency, and economic resilience. As the city undergoes unprecedented regeneration—from port revitalization to climate adaptation—the survival of skilled craftsmanship is not merely nostalgic; it is pragmatic. This Thesis Proposal positions the Carpenter as an indispensable agent in Marseille's transition toward "human-scale sustainability," where traditional knowledge meets 21st-century innovation. By centering Marseille's unique socio-cultural context, this research will provide France with a replicable model for safeguarding artisanal trades across its diverse urban centers. Ultimately, supporting the Carpenter isn't just about saving jobs—it's about preserving the very soul of France Marseille as a living museum of Mediterranean ingenuity.
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