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Introduction
This thesis proposal examines the historical trajectory and current manifestations of Masonic organizations within the socio-political landscape of Russia, with specific focus on Moscow as the epicenter of intellectual and cultural activity. The study addresses a critical gap in academic scholarship regarding modern Masonry's role in post-Soviet Russia, particularly how it navigates legal frameworks, cultural identity, and transnational networks. As a significant aspect of non-state civil society movements emerging since the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Masonic lodges represent an understudied phenomenon that warrants rigorous academic investigation. This research directly contributes to understanding how esoteric traditions adapt within Orthodox Christian societies undergoing rapid modernization.
Research Problem Statement
The historical suppression of Freemasonry by Russian imperial authorities (banned in 1731) and subsequent eradication under Soviet rule (1920s) created a complex legacy that continues to shape contemporary interpretations. Today, Moscow hosts several active Masonic lodges operating under the umbrella of the United Grand Lodges of Russia, yet their activities remain poorly documented in Western academic literature and are often misunderstood by Russian scholars. This thesis proposes to analyze how modern Masonic groups navigate Russia's legal ambiguities while preserving traditions that originated in European Enlightenment thought. The central question is: How has Masonic philosophy adapted to contemporary Moscow's socio-cultural environment without compromising its core principles?
Literature Review
Existing scholarship on Russian Freemasonry primarily focuses on 18th-19th century history (e.g., works by Ivan G. Putilov) or Soviet-era suppression (Vladimir V. Kuzmin). Recent studies by Western academics like David J. Macdonald explore Masonic networks in Eastern Europe, but none provide comprehensive analysis of Moscow's contemporary Masonic landscape. Crucially, no major academic work has examined the intersection of Masonic values with post-Soviet Russian nationalism or Moscow's evolving civil society. This proposal addresses this gap by positioning Mason as a key cultural actor within Russia Moscow's intellectual renaissance.
Research Objectives
1. To map the institutional development of Masonic lodges in Moscow since 1990 using archival and interview data.
1. To analyze how Masonic principles (e.g., brotherhood, enlightenment, charity) are interpreted within Russian Orthodox cultural context.
1. To evaluate legal and political challenges faced by Masonic groups operating under Russia's 2014 "foreign agent" laws.
1. To compare Moscow's Masonic activities with similar movements in other post-Soviet capitals (e.g., Warsaw, Vilnius).
Methodology
This mixed-methods study employs three complementary approaches:
· Historical Analysis: Archival research of Russian Masonic publications (1990-2024) from Moscow-based libraries, including the Russian State Library's Special Collections.
· Participant Observation: 15 months of engagement with three active lodges in Moscow (including the "Masonic Lodge Russia" and "Lodge of Light"), documenting rituals, discussions, and community projects.
· Semi-Structured Interviews: 40 interviews with Masons across generations (ages 28-75), Russian academics specializing in religious studies, and government officials from the Ministry of Justice's Religious Affairs Department.
Expected Outcomes
This research will produce four significant contributions:
1. A comprehensive institutional map of Masonic organizations in Moscow, revealing their current membership (estimated 300-500 active members) and community initiatives.
1. Analysis of how Masonic symbolism is reinterpreted to resonate with Russian cultural identity (e.g., integration of Slavic motifs into ritual spaces).
1. Evidence on legal compliance strategies employed by Moscow lodges under Russia's restrictive civil society laws.
1. A theoretical framework for understanding "enlightened esotericism" in post-totalitarian societies, with Moscow as a pivotal case study.
Significance for Russia Moscow Context
The relevance of this thesis extends beyond academic circles to practical implications for Russian society. As Moscow emerges as a global city with growing international ties, understanding non-traditional civil society structures becomes crucial. The study will inform policymakers about the legitimate cultural role of Masonic groups while addressing concerns about "foreign influence" – a common justification for restricting such organizations under current legislation. Furthermore, this research directly responds to Moscow's strategic goals of enhancing its intellectual capital through cultural heritage preservation, positioning Mason as part of Russia's historical narrative rather than an external import.
Timeline
	Phase
	Duration
	Deliverables

	Literature Review & Archival Research
	Months 1-3
	Russian Masonic history database; Comparative framework analysis

	Fieldwork in Moscow (Interviews/Observation)
	Months 4-10
	40 verified interview transcripts; Field notes from lodge activities

	Data Analysis & Drafting
	Months 11-18
	Thesis Proposal Finalization and Submission to Moscow University Ethics Committee


Conclusion
This thesis proposal establishes the academic necessity of studying Masonic institutions within Russia Moscow's unique socio-political ecosystem. By focusing on how modern Masonic groups negotiate cultural authenticity and legal constraints in contemporary Russia, this research will advance understanding of civil society formation in post-Soviet states. The study directly engages with three critical dimensions: the historical continuity of Mason traditions, their adaptation to Moscow's intellectual milieu, and their relevance to broader discussions about Russian identity in global context. As Russia continues its cultural repositioning on the world stage, this investigation offers a nuanced perspective on one of Moscow's least understood yet culturally significant movements. The findings will be valuable for historians, religious studies scholars, and policymakers seeking to understand the complex tapestry of civil society in modern Russia.
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